
Bangor Daily News, Friday, April 1, 2016 C7

BY ALEXANDER VIOLO
SPECIAL TO THE BDN

A couple of weeks after
giving a presentation about
the risk of pollutants to the
Medomak River and poten-
tial closures of clam flats,
the Waldoboro Shellfish
Committee is urging the
town to take the matter seri-
ously.

According to shellfish
committee Co-chair Glen
Melvin, the area of the Me-
domak River known as
Tom’s Shore was recently
closed to digging, an area of
the flats by the town landing
has been closed due to pollu-
tion, and an area referred to
as the West Side is one bad
test away from closing.

For purposes of shellfish
harvesting, the Medomak
River is classified as a con-
ditional river, meaning if an
inch of rain falls in a 24-hour
period, the majority of the
river is closed to clamdig-
gers for nine days, said
Maine Department of Ma-
rine Resources spokesman
Jeff Nichols.

This closure period is to
allow for the natural flush-
ing of fecal pollution from
the overlying waters of the
clam flats and to allow for
the natural purging of bacte-
ria from shellfish in the
area, Nichols said.

Phil Garwood, of the
Maine Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection, said
every shellfish-harvesting
area along the Maine coast
is monitored by DMR.

DMR takes samples at
water-monitoring stations
to determine water quality
and bacterial content. “They
use as many stations as they
think are necessary to show
the shellfish is safe to eat,”
he said.

Garwood said shellfish
areas can have one of four
statuses: complete open,
conditional open, restricted

conditional, and prohibited.
The majority of the clam

flats of the Medomak River
in close proximity to Waldo-
boro are conditional open,
with a small portion near
the town landing deemed
prohibited, while the area
east of Tom’s Shore is com-
pletely open to shellfish har-
vesting.

Garwood said the water
quality in the Medomak
River has been a focus of
state and local officials for
years.

“We have put a lot of ef-
fort into the Medomak River
over the past 15 years,” Gar-
wood said.

He said in 2012 efforts by
the Waldoboro Shellfish
Committee led to the cre-
ation of a multi-agency task
force to monitor the river.

He said the ultimate goal
of the project was to isolate
and better understand the
pollution sources contribut-
ing to the impaired water
quality within the upper
Medomak River.

The collaborative effort
included officials from DEP;
DMR; the Maine Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Con-
servation, and Forestry; the
Waldoboro town office; the
Waldoboro Shellfish Com-
mittee; the Medomak Valley
Land Trust; and the Waldo-
boro Utility District.

Garwood said the effort
expanded the annual sam-
pling program and set up
volunteer groups to sample
the village area of town in
addition to spots by Medo-
mak Pond.

In June 2014, dogs
trained to pinpoint pollut-

ants were brought in.
Garwood said the results

of the search were not con-
sistent with projections. The
source of contamination
was human waste, leading
to more intensive studies.

“Bacteria levels jump
very high after rainfall, then
drop down the next day,”
Garwood said.

Garwood said the search
shifted to tributaries and
watersheds of the river, and
though the exact source of
contamination is still un-
clear, progress has been
made.

“We are trying to identify
what the cause is for the
rainfall closures. We have
been able to exclude some
places and clean up some
problems, but we haven’t
been able to identify what
the specific cause is,” Gar-
wood said.

He said more tests are
planned for this year and
the next.

One of the potential sourc-
es of fecal coliform bacteria
is dog waste, a culprit
brought up several times by
Melvin, the shellfish com-
mittee co-chair, during pre-
sentations to the board of
selectmen in recent weeks.

Melvin has pointed out
two particular areas of con-
cern close to the river, in-
cluding the town landing
and an area near Hannaford
Supermarket.

The co-chair is adamant
that the town needs to find a
different spot for people to
walk their dogs.

“It’s a slap in the face to
the effort made by the state
for our river,” Melvin said.

Melvin said current sig-
nage directing people to re-
move dog waste does not
work and the situation is too
critical to put off.

He believes closing the 2
acres at the town landing
and the area next to Han-
naford to animals would be

a more effective course of
action than adding more sig-
nage.

“We don’t have time.
We’re one bad test away
from losing the West Side,”
Melvin said. The West Side
flats are between the town
landing to the north and
Tom’s Shore to the south.

Melvin said conditional
closures have cost clamdig-
gers a substantial amount of
time and money in recent
years.

“In the past we’ve lost
half a year of digging to clo-
sures,” Melvin said.

He said combined with
the current closure of Tom’s
Shore, a future closure of
the West Side would close
down almost a mile of clam
flats.

Melvin also expressed
frustration about other po-
tential sources of contami-
nation, including contami-
nants in plowed snow.

“It’s not a dump. Let’s get
that stuff out of [the Medo-

mak],” Melvin said.
Melvin said the river is

the biggest employer in Wal-
doboro and deserves the re-
spect of the town and its
residents.

“The river employs 150
to 175 [people] and $2 mil-
lion was taken out of the
Medomak last year,” Mel-
vin said.

Selectman Jann Minzy
said the board is working to
ensure the viability of the
flats by looking at potential
ordinance changes for this
year’s warrant, in addition
to pursuing strategies to cre-
ate an immediate impact on
the issue of dog waste by the
town landing.

“We are working to figure
out what the problem is and
what is possible to do about
it,” Minzy said.

Minzy said the Waldoboro
Police Department will step
up patrols in the area. The
town’s animal control offi-
cer and public works direc-
tor have also been informed

about individuals not clean-
ing up after their animals at
the town landing.

Currently, the town’s dog
ordinance mandates a $200
fine for those who do not
clean up after their pets.

Minzy said changes could
be made to the town’s dog
and land use ordinances,
but those will take time.

“In order to make chang-
es to ordinances, language
needs to be developed, it
needs to be placed on the
warrant, and the public
needs to vote,” Minzy said.

The selectman said there
has been a lot of interest
generated by the issue.

“We are hoping we can
get this resolved as quickly
as possible,” Minzy said.

Though dog waste is not
the only source of pollution
that can contaminate tidal
river estuaries, it poses
some unique challenges to
the waterway.

According to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, a single depos-
it of dog waste can contain
3 million fecal bacteria,
along with parasites and
viruses.

According to Waldoboro
Town Manager Linda-Jean
Briggs, DEP and DMR offi-
cials will make presenta-
tions about the state of the
clam flats at the board of se-
lectmen’s meeting on Tues-
day, April 12.

Briggs said that after the
presentations, an action
item will be developed to ad-
dress the issue of dog waste
by the Medomak River.

Minzy said the river is
critical for the entire com-
munity.

“[Pollutants are] certain-
ly a problem. Our river is
important to the town in
many different ways. The
river is one of the biggest
things in our town and we
want to preserve it and take
care of it,” Minzy said.
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Waldoboro Shellfish Committee Co-chair Glen Melvin talks
about the danger pollution poses to the Medomak River at
the town’s Board of Selectmen meeting recently.

Waldoboro seeks source of waste in clam flats

The water quality in
the Medomak River
has been a focus of

state and local officials
for years

BY TOM POLANSEK
REUTERS

CHICAGO — U.S. health
regulators are facing a law-
suit from a coalition of envi-
ronmental organizations
seeking to overturn the gov-
ernment’s landmark approv-
al of a type of genetically en-
gineered salmon to be farmed
for human consumption.

The Center for Food Safe-
ty, Food and Water Watch,
Friends of the Earth and
other groups allege in the
lawsuit, filed on Wednesday,
that the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration failed to con-
sider all of the environmen-
tal risks of the fish, made by
Massachusetts-based Aqu-
aBounty Technologies.

Government officials also
cleared the product without
having the proper authority
to regulate genetically engi-
neered animals produced
for food, according to the
complaint.

The FDA approved the
salmon in November after a
20-year review in the first
such approval for an animal
whose DNA has been scien-
tifically modified. An agen-
cy policy analyst said at the
time that officials had want-
ed “to get everything right”
and offer many opportuni-
ties for public comment be-

cause the approval was the
first of its kind.

AquaBounty has said its
salmon can grow to market
size in half the time of con-
ventional salmon, saving
time and resources.

However, the FDA ap-
proval process included “an

extremely limited environ-
mental assessment” that did
not fully evaluate the poten-
tial for AquaBounty salmon
to escape from the facilities
where they are grown,
among other risks, accord-
ing to the lawsuit.

The legal challenge comes

as the U.S. food industry is
facing increased pressure
from consumers to provide
more information about the
use of genetically engi-
neered ingredients.

General Mills Inc. and
other major food companies
are rolling out new disclo-
sures on products to comply
with a Vermont law that
will require labels on foods
made with genetically modi-
fied organisms, or GMOs.

Environmental activists
worry the government’s ap-
proval of AquaBounty salm-
on will serve as a precedent
for other genetically engi-
neered food animals.

Their lawsuit seeks to
prohibit the FDA from tak-
ing further action on the
fish or any other genetically
engineered animal for
human consumption until
Congress grants an agency
clear authority over such
products.

The Center for Food Safe-
ty and Earthjustice are legal
counsel in the case, jointly
representing the coalition of
organizations.

They sued the FDA and
its commissioner, along
with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the
secretary of the U.S. De-
partment of Health and
Human Services.
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A wild Atlantic salmon in a holding tank at the Milford Dam
fishway on the Penobscot River in 2015. A coalition of en-
vironmental organizations is seeking to overturn the gov-
ernment’s landmark approval of a type of genetically engi-
neered salmon to be farmed for human consumption, made
by Massachusetts-based AquaBounty Technologies.

Suit filed overGMOsalmon approval

Injured harbor seal
rescued inSouthport

CBS 13

SOUTHPORT — A har-
bor seal was rescued from
Christmas Cove in South-
port last week. It was en-
tangled in monofilament
fishing line, according to
Marine Mammals of
Maine.

The material was wrapped
around the seal’s neck. It
was digging into his skin,
causing infection.

Marine Mammals of
Maine says the seal was also
suffering from a severe re-
spiratory infection.

It was brought to the
Marine Mammals of
Maine center in Harp-
swell, where they removed
the line.

It was later transported
from Harpswell to Mystic
Aquarium in Connecticut.

Marine Mammals of
Maine say they are hopeful
it will make a full recovery.
Once he recovers, the seal
will be released back into
the ocean.

Climate affects bird, bee
migrations forwinter
BY DARRYL FEARS
THE WASHINGTON POST

The birds and the bees are
telling humans about much
more than sex, a new study
released Thursday says.

They are a harbinger of
climate change, with species
swapping habitats like a
game of musical chairs as re-
gions in Europe and the Unit-
ed States warm. Populations
of American robins that win-
ter in southern states are in
decline there, but they are on
the upswing in northern
states that were once too cold.
And European wrens are
beating a trail from southern
parts of Europe, also for chilly
northern areas that in the
past were uncomfortable, the
study says.

The study on the warm-
ing climate’s effect on com-
mon birds “is the first real
demonstration that climate
is having a similar, large-
scale influence” on the ani-
mals around the world. It
was undertaken by an inter-
national team of researchers
led by the Durham Universi-
ty in England, with help from
the U.S. Geological Survey,
and published Thursday in
the journal Science.

“These findings represent
a new climate impact indica-
tor for biodiversity,” said
Stephen Willis, the study’s
lead author and a research-
er at the university’s school
of biological and biomedical
science. “The same ap-
proach could also be applied
to species such as bees, but-
terflies and dragonflies,
which are well monitored
and highly susceptible to
changes in climate.”

Thursday’s study merged
with previous research com-
missioned by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service that
said warming temperatures
are altering the habitat
ranges of birds in every
state, so much so that the
mascot of Baltimore’s base-
ball team — the oriole —
might no longer inhabit the
Baltimore-Washington re-
gion 30 years from now. The
same is true for eagles.

As the area warms and
dries, they would have to
find other habitats, possibly
fight other species for a
place there, and quickly
adapt or possibly perish, a
study published two years
ago by the National Audu-
bon Society says. Of 588
species studied, about 125
were expected to be
pushed from half their

range and likely decline.
Another 188 species would

be affected if the current
pace of greenhouse gas emis-
sions continue unabated, the
Audubon study said. More
than 90 percent of the world’s
climate scientists agree that
human emissions have
caused the planet to warm at
an accelerated pace.

The December 2015 to Feb-
ruary 2016 global temperature
set a record for “highest de-
parture from average for any
three-month period,” accord-
ing to the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration. The average Febru-
ary surface temperature on
land and sea was more than 2
degrees higher than the 20th-
century average.

“This was not only the
highest for February in the
1880-2016 record, but it sur-
passed the all-time monthly
record just set two months
ago in December 2015 by 0.16
Fahrenheit,” NOAA said
when it announced its finding.

For the current study, re-
searchers took climate re-
cords from 1980 to 2010, and
contrasted the information
with population trends for
145 common bird species in
Europe and 380 American
species. They analyzed their
abundance in their normal
distribution, used climate
history to determine why
those habitats were suitable,
then tracked population
changes for each species.

They placed birds into
two groups — those that
stood to benefit by a warm-
ing habitat and those that
didn’t. “The team found a
clear difference,” according
to an announcement of the
study by Durham Universi-
ty. “Populations of species
predicted to have been fa-
vored by changes in climate
had, on average, substan-
tially outperformed those
expected to have been disad-
vantaged.”

Willis said the research
“helps us to understand
where climate change is af-
fecting populations, and to
understand the causes of
population changes of com-
mon birds.”

Various species of birds
flocking from one range to
another leaves more than just
a void. It can do as much
harm to a natural ecosystem
as humans who abandon one
city for another can hurt the
economy of their place of ori-
gin. Birds eat pests and are
prey for other animals that
rely on them to survive.


