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rity number blacked out;
that avoids the need to carry
your card which might get
lost or stolen.

Another recent hoax email
urged recipients to “get pro-
tected” and touted ways to

help monitor your credit re-
port and warn you of unau-
thorized use of your Social
Security number. Both are
lies, designed to prompt your
click on links that might
download computer malware
or divulge your data.

Youmayspotascamattempt
by hovering your cursor over
the address link of the fake
email. That likely will show an

address ending “.com,” instead
of “.gov,” which it should.

If you found the message
in your spam folder, ask
yourself if your email pro-
gram didn’t catch the fraud
attempt and divert the mes-
sage appropriately.

Consumer Forum is a col-
laboration of the Bangor
Daily News and Northeast

CONTACT, Maine’s all-vol-
unteer, nonprofit consumer
organization. For assistance
with consumer-related is-
sues, including consumer
fraud and identity theft, or
for information, write
Consumer Forum, P.O. Box
486, Brewer, ME 04412,
visit http://necontact.word-
press.com or email conta-
cexdir@live.com.

rate the space into class-
rooms and believes it will be
done quickly enough for her
to open in September.

Dunbar, who graduated
from Mansfield Beauty Acad-
emy in Bangor in 1977, said
becoming a licensed beauti-
cian requires 1,500 hours of
classroom work, which trans-
lates to about 10½ months.

She said she will start
with just six students, who
each will be responsible for
$13,000 tuition. If all goes
well, she will take on more
students in the future and
possibly expand the build-
ing, she said.

Patrick DeHaan, an ana-
lyst with GasBuddy, said
in a news release that

pump prices could contin-
ue to increase as the peak
summer driving season ap-
proaches.

“While we may not see
such a sharp rise this week,
we aren’t out of the woods
just yet,” DeHaan said.

“Gasoline prices may con-
tinue inching up until Me-
morial Day — a major test if
refiners are well-prepared
for the summer driving sea-
son.”

DeHaan said global oil
production has showed

signs of slowing as low pric-
es and the onset of summer
boosts gasoline demand.

Maine’s average price per
gallon last week was slightly
higher than its neighbors
New Hampshire, $2.17, and
Vermont, $2.25.

Mary Beth (Boland)
Haut has been named presi-
dent and chief executive offi-
cer of Acadia Trust N.A.,
Camden National Corp.’s
wealth management subsid-
iary, at the
office at 5
Milk St.,
Portland. She
will lead its
investment
and trust ser-
v i c e s
throughout
Maine and
New Eng-
land. Haut joins Acadia
Trust from Citizens Private
Bank, the private banking
division of Citizens Bank,
where she served as senior
vice president and market
executive for the state of
Massachusetts. Before that,
she served as the senior vice
president and division exec-
utive of the company’s
wealth management arm.
Her additional experience in-
cludes senior-level wealth
management roles at Fleet-
Boston and Bank Boston

(now Bank of America). A
certified financial planner,
Haut received her bachelor’s
degree from Colby College in
Waterville. She and her hus-
band, Tom, have two chil-
dren, Catherine and Thomas.

Dr. Craig Curtis, medical
director of St. Joseph Work-
Well-Occupational Medicine
in Bangor, has been elevated
to fellowship in the Ameri-
can College of Occupational
and Environmental Medi-
cine. Fellow
is the highest
class of mem-
bership with-
in the organi-
zation and
r ecogn i ze s
physic ians
who have
been engaged
in the full-
time practice of occupational
and environmental medicine
and have exhibited signifi-
cant leadership. Fellows
have demonstrated their ex-
pertise within the specialty
by achieving certification in
occupational medicine or in
another medical specialty.
Curtis also has held a dual

fellowship in the American
Academy of Family Physi-
cians since 1995. Occupation-
al and environmental medi-
cine is the medical specialty
devoted to prevention and
management of occupational
and environmental injury,
illness and disability, and
promotion of health and pro-
ductivity of workers, their
families and communities.
Created in 1916, the college is
an international medical so-
ciety with approximately
5,000 members. The college
provides leadership to pro-
mote health and safety of
workers, workplaces and en-
vironments.

Two Rivers Realty in
Bucksport announced re-
cently that Roxanne Jobe,
former branch manager of
Bangor Savings Bank in
Bucksport, has joined the
company as sales agent. Jobe
is certified as an accredited
staging professional, a na-
tionally accredited program
for real estate staging. Jobe
served as president of the
Bucksport Bay Area Cham-
ber of Commerce board of
directors, is on the steering

committee for Main Street
Bucksport and is looking for-
ward to volunteering with
Bucksport’s Heart and Soul
Project. Pre-
viously, Jobe
was director
of small-busi-
ness lending
and business
development
for Eastern
Maine Devel-
o p m e n t
Corp., and
business development direc-
tor for the PenBay Chamber
of Commerce. Jobe and her
husband, Larry, own A & J
Motorcycle Safety School in
Bucksport, which has
trained nearly 5,000 students
across Maine. For informa-
tion, call 478-0110.

To submit items for On the
Job, visit bangordailynews.
com. Fill out the “News and
Photos” form under the
“Post News” button at the
top of the home page and
click “Publish” at the bot-
tom when finished.
Questions? Call Community
Editor Julie Harris at 990-
8285.

Conservatives inCongresscall for abolitionof IRS
BY SUSAN CORNWELL
REUTERS

WASHINGTON — It’s a
taxpayer’s dream: make the
Internal Revenue Service go
away, and the largest con-
servative group in Congress
is endorsing just that.

The Republican Study
Committee, which counts
over two-thirds of Republi-
cans in the House of Repre-
sentatives as its members,
called recently for “the com-
plete elimination of the
IRS.”

The committee’s support
for this idea, once confined
to the fringes of conserva-
tive ideology, suggests it is
more widely accepted on
Capitol Hill than ever. But
many in Washington, in-
cluding some Republicans,
have trouble taking it seri-
ously.

Calls to abolish the IRS
have not been well thought
through, Republican Rep.
Charles Boustany said in an
interview.

“Before we start making
blanket statements about
abolishing the IRS, I think
it’s important to focus on
what the tax code for the
21st century should look
like,” said Boustany, who
does not belong to the
172-member study commit-
tee.

In an election year of dra-
matic rhetoric that is often

short on details, the commit-
tee’s proposal, released
April 22 and echoing lan-
guage from a March budget
plan, is brief.

As part of a wider appeal
for federal tax reform, the
committee says simply:
“This proposal takes the
bold step of calling for the
complete elimination of the
IRS. Tax collection and en-
forcement activities would
be moved to a new, smaller
and more accountable de-
partment at the Treasury.”

No further specifics were
offered for how to replace an
agency that is already part
of Treasury, collected $3.3
trillion in revenue in 2015,
and processed 240 million
tax returns.

Texas Rep. Bill Flores,
chairman of the study com-
mittee, was not available for
comment. His spokeswoman
Caitlin Carroll said the IRS
closure proposal should be
seen as part of a larger push
for comprehensive tax re-
form.

Steven Rosenthal, senior
fellow at the Urban-Brook-
ings Tax Policy Center at
the Urban Institute, a think
tank, said, “We are in an
election year, and bashing
the IRS is particularly at-
tractive in an election year.”

From a global perspec-
tive, the IRS does a good job,
Rosenthal said, noting that
U.S. income tax compliance

is about 82 percent, one of
the highest levels in the
world.

Still, in the United States,
antipathy for the IRS is
widespread and long-stand-
ing. One of Republican pres-
idential candidate Ted
Cruz’s biggest applause
lines on the campaign trail
is “Imagine abolishing the
IRS!”

‘Sounds Trumpish’
Asked recently about

Cruz’s line and calls to close
the agency, IRS Commis-

sioner John Koskinen said:
“If you want to call it some-
thing other than the IRS and
that makes you feel better,
that’s OK with me. But ulti-
mately you got to have some-
body somewhere who col-
lects the information, audits
it and makes sure it’s accu-
rate and valid and collects
the funding.”

Some Democrats scoff at
the IRS closure proposal. “If
there are problems at the
IRS … we can straighten it
out,” Democratic Rep. Elijah
Cummings said, adding Re-

publicans should be wary of
advocating an idea that
“sounds Trumpish.”

Donald Trump, the anti-
establishment front-runner
for the Republican presiden-
tial nomination, has not
called for the abolition of the
IRS.

Congress has cut the IRS’s
budget 17 percent in real
terms since 2010. In mid-
April, the House approved
several IRS-bashing bills,
including one to prevent it
from making new hires until
Treasury certifies no agency

employees are seriously de-
linquent on taxes them-
selves.

The IRS is a longtime con-
gressional punching bag but
Republicans have been hit-
ting it harder since the IRS
several years ago applied
extra scrutiny to conserva-
tive groups’ applications for
tax-exempt status between
2010 and 2012 and came
under attack for it from Re-
publicans.

Republican Rep. Rob
Woodall of Georgia has in-
troduced a bill every year
since he entered Congress
in 2011 to eliminate in-
come taxes and abolish the
IRS.

Support for Woodall’s bill
has grown to 73 cosponsors,
including the heads of the
House tax and budget com-
mittees, but it has never ad-
vanced. Nor has a similar
bill in the Senate.

It was unclear how House
Speaker Paul Ryan would
treat the study committee’s
proposal in drafting a party
policy agenda ahead of the
Republican convention in
Cleveland in July.

“The speaker welcomes
input from the RSC and all
members of our confer-
ence,” Ryan spokeswoman
AshLee Strong said. Ryan
has sidestepped calls for
abolishing the IRS in the
past, while frequently criti-
cizing the agency.
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The U.S. Internal Revenue Service building in Washington is seen in May 2015.

Uber drivers inNY
form labor union
REUTERS

Uber drivers in New
York state have formed an
association to strengthen
their hand in dealing with
the ride-sharing service,
labor leaders said Sunday,
days after the company
agreed to a $100 million
settlement with drivers in
two other states.

More than 1,000 Uber
drivers signed member-
ship cards with the associ-
ation, known as the Amal-
gamated Local of Livery
Employees in Solidarity,
or Alles, the association
said in a statement.

The recent settlement
with Uber Drivers in Cali-
fornia and Massachusetts
over expense claims also al-
lowed them to form associa-
tions that can bring griev-
ances to the attention of
management. The step fol-
lows a recent decision by
the National Labor Rela-
tions Board that blocked
the formation of a tradition-
al union for Uber drivers.

Alles said it would work
to protect members against
car companies, insurance
firms and others, while
urging New York City and
state to tighten regula-
tions on Uber and its ride-
sharing competitors.

“Since Uber manage-
ment controls the fares
charged for the service,
drivers want and need se-
curity and protection,” the
association said in a state-
ment. “Uber financiers are
forcing drivers to work
long hours without any
benefits or labor law pro-
tections.”

Drivers are struggling
to make car payments,
maintain their vehicles
and still have enough
money left over to support
their families, Kevin
Lynch, co-chair of the as-
sociation, said. “It shows
that people are really hurt-
ing.”

A representative of Uber
Technologies Inc., based
in San Francisco, was not
immediately available for
comment.

Uber, along with Lyft
and other competitors, en-
able passengers to ask for
rides with a smartphone
app that sends the request
to drivers who use their
own cars. Many of the
drivers are part time.

The business model has
come under sharp criti-
cism from established taxi
companies and many cit-
ies and states because the
drivers are unlicensed and
the fares are untaxed.

A class-action suit by
Uber drivers in California
and Massachusetts
claimed Uber drivers were
employees and thus enti-
tled to reimbursement of
expenses. The company in-
sists drivers are indepen-
dent contractors.

The April 21 settlement,
which still must be ap-
proved by a San Francisco
federal judge, provides for
a $100 million payout to
drivers in those two states
on the basis of how many
miles each has driven for
Uber.

As a part of the settle-
ment, the company can
still treat drivers as con-
tractors, but it agreed to
allow them to form driv-
ers’ associations.

The case against Uber
had been closely watched
in Silicon Valley, as other
companies in the on-de-
mand tech economy share
Uber’s reliance on inde-
pendent contractors. The
class action had been
scheduled for a trial in San
Francisco federal court in
June.

Nothing in the settle-
ment prevents a court, or
U.S. labor authorities,
from deeming Uber driv-
ers employees, an attorney
for the drivers said in a
statement.

Peruse our blogs.
bangordailynews.com/maine-blogs

On the Job

Haut

Curtis

Jobe

International Trade
Show inOrono

ORONO — Planning a trip
to Norway, Fiji, Australia or
Italy? Eager to know more
about the customs, food, lan-
guages and transportation?
The second annual Interna-
tional Trade Show at the Uni-
versity of Maine offers a
chance to learn about these
countries and 30 other global
destinations.

Students in Clint Relyea’s
Introduction to International
Business course invite people
from campus and surround-
ing communities to the trade
show, which will take place
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday,
May 3, at the New Balance
Student Recreation Center.

More than 100 student
“economic development offi-
cers” will discuss exports,
history, education and
health care systems of the
selected countries, said Rely-
ea, a Maine Business School
lecturer in management.

To prepare, students have
corresponded with consul-
ates and embassies from Bar-
bados to Turkey to learn
about U.S. businesses in the
global economy. They’ve fo-

cused on world trade and in-
vestments, international eco-
nomic relationships and un-
derstanding cultural diversi-
ties. They also have analyzed
challenges and opportunities
involved with establishing,
conducting and maintaining
business activities in world-
wide markets, Relyea said.

Student exhibitions will be
evaluated on content — in-
cluding relevance and quality
of information — as well as
overall appearance and cre-
ativity. Judges will be Jeffrey
Porter, director of the U.S. Ex-
port Assistance Center of
Maine; Jeffrey Bennett, senior
trade specialist for the Maine
International Trade Center;
and Lucy Sommo, director of
international recruitment at
the University of Maine.

Recycling,solidwaste
event inRockport

ROCKPORT — Maine’s 23rd
annual Recycling and Solid
Waste Conference & Trade
Show, “Beyond Recycling: Ma-
terials Management and A Cir-
cular Economy,” will be held
Tuesday and Wednesday, May
3 and 4, at Samoset Resort.

The annual conference

brings together experts from
across the recycling and
solid waste industry to ad-
dress topics in materials
management.

Twodaysofworkshopsoffer
information for municipal offi-
cials, transfer station opera-
tors and attendees, industry
leaders and the general public
on ways to improve recycling
and solid waste management
programs, reduce costs and
protect the environment.

Topics range from work-
place safety to commodities
markets, product stewardship
to foodscrapdiversion,manag-
ing disaster debris to engaging
the public. This year’s Exhibit
Hall will feature more than 30
equipment and service provid-
ers from around the region.

Keynote speakers include
Jerry Powell, executive edi-
tor of Resource Recycling
Inc.; and Jim Wellehan, presi-
dent of Lamey-Wellehan.

Allen Langdon, managing
director of Multi-Material
BC, a Canadian nonprofit
organization that is fully fi-
nanced by industry to man-
age residential packaging
and printed paper recycling
programs in British Colum-
bia, also will speak.

Key topics include efforts

by Maine municipalities to
significantly reduce their
solid waste management
costs, emerging solid waste
conversion technologies that
recover value from waste, di-
verting food scraps from dis-
posal and policy approaches
and practical strategies to
decrease waste, increase re-
cycling and reduce costs.

“Comedy for a Cause” with
comedians Karen Morgan
and Robbie Printz will be
held at 7 p.m. Tuesday, May 3.
A portion of the proceeds will
benefit the Coastal Children’s
Museum and the Rockland
District Nursing Association.
The event is open to the pub-
lic and tickets are available
online at mrra.net.

Wednesday’s agenda in-
cludes a higher education
forum with representatives
from the University of Maine
System, College of the Atlan-
tic and Bates College high-
lighting innovations on cam-
puses throughout Maine to
reduce, reuse and recycle.

The conference and trade
show is organized by Ban-
gor-based Maine Resource
Recovery Association.

For information or to reg-
ister for the conference, visit
mrra.net or call 942-6772.


