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A white-tailed deer stands at the edge of the woods in Lily Bay State Park in the town of
Beaver Cove near Greenville. The deer sports an ear tag identifying it as having been
captured by a crew of researchers from the University of Maine at Fort Kent.

Wildlife Management Dis-
trict, biologists can change
the number of any-deer per-
mits allotted in a region. Re-
moving a doe from the land-
scape doesn’t just remove a
single animal, but also elim-
inates any offspring she
may have produced in the
future.

The proposal goes before
the DIF&W commissioner’s
advisory council. That pro-
cess consists of three steps
before eventual enactment.
The proposal was intro-
duced to the council on May
4, and is currently in “stage
2,” according to Latti.

“Most of the increase [in
proposed any-deer permits]
was experienced in districts
where we generally have too
many deer,” Ravana said.
“They’ve been overpopulat-
ed [in those districts] for a
number of years in regard to
what our goals and objec-
tives are. Despite having
high permit allocations [in
those districts] in the past,
we haven’t been able to
drive the populations down.
So given that this was a re-
ally easy winter, we wanted
to try to move the permit

numbers up even further to
try to bring those popula-
tion numbers down.”

In response to winter se-
verity, any-permit alloca-
tions have varied greatly
over the past several years.

Those totals:
2016 (proposed): 45,755
2015: 28,770
2014: 37,185
2013: 46,710
2012: 34,160
2011: 26,390
2010: 48,825
In 2015, the DIF&W issued

a few any-deer permits in
two northern districts
where no permits had been
handed out for years. Rava-
na said an overbrowsing of
deer wintering areas led bi-
ologists to conclude that
there were too many deer
competing for the same re-
sources in those areas.

This year, more permits
have also been added in dis-
tricts 7, 12 and 13.

“We wanted to provide
some level of opportunity —
a very small level of oppor-
tunity — because we believe
the deer population can
[withstand] that,” Ravana
said.

Deer research ongoing
Outdoors enthusiasts —

especially those near central
Maine’s WMD 17 — might

start seeing deer wearing
some interesting adorn-
ments, according to Ravana.
The DIF&W has captured
and fitted GPS collars on a
number of adult female
does. Other deer that have
been captured, including
fawns and bucks, may be
sporting numbered ear tags
as part of a long-term re-
search project.

In addition, in northern
Maine, the University of
Maine at Fort Kent has
also put collars on several
deer.

The DIF&W effort began
in the winter of 2014-15, and
to date, a total of 48 collared
deer are serving as the
DIF&W’s study group in
central Maine.

“The main goal of [the

DIF&W] project is to update
the winter severity index
and to further understand
how the winter affects deer
populations,” Ravana ex-
plained. “The last time it
was updated was in the ’90s,
so with any sort of ecologi-
cal relationship, as you get
away from that initial analy-
sis, the potential for error
increases.”

The study will stretch
through at least the next five
years, and Ravana said the
department may choose to
collar deer farther north
than WMD 17.

Ravana said that deer
tend to move quite a bit be-
tween their summer and
winter ranges, and those col-
lared deer will allow biolo-
gists to track those move-
ments.

The biologists have al-
ready seen some interesting
movements.

“We did see some [deer]
move out around 30 miles
in just a couple of days,”
Ravana said. “I’m kind of
surprised … I didn’t expect
a deer in [WMD] 17 to move
that far. But they did. Most
of the deer that have
moved from the area where
we captured them — about
30 percent of the total num-
ber of deer we’ve captured
— have moved in the range
of 2 to 4 miles. Not far at
all.”

Ravana said the informa-
tion gathered in this study
will help biologists make
better management deci-
sions in the future.

“The key is to better un-
derstand what these ani-
mals are doing between
summer and winter, and
why,” Ravana said.
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ADDISON—16th annual
Beth C.WrightWalk For
Life, Saturday, May 21,
Addison Town Hall, 334
Water St. Registration, 8
a.m.; walk, 10 a.m. 664-
0339 or info@bethwright-
cancercenter.org.

ASHLAND—Ashland Log-
gingMuseum spring log-
ging games, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday, May 21, Ashland
Trotting Park, Route 11,
south of Ashland. Gates
open at 9 a.m.

BANGOR—Paws on the
Kenduskeag, 10 a.m.-3
p.m. Saturday, May 21,
Kenduskeag StreamTrail,
100 Franklin St., by Friends
of the Lower Kenduskeag
Stream.

BELFAST— Lyme Disease

Awareness Month speaker
Dr. Bea Szantyr, Lyme dis-
ease specialist, 6 p.m. Tues-
day, May 24, Belfast Free
Library, 106 High St.

BRADLEY—Blackman
Stream Alewife Cross
County Logging Road Run
of 3.8 miles, 8:30 a.m. Sat-
urday, May 21, Maine Log-
gingMuseum, 686 Gov-
ernment Road. $10 stu-
dents, $15 others; $15 stu-
dents, $20 others day of
the race. AlsoWorld Fish
Migration Day activities.
No pets allowed on the
grounds. Bring a picnic
lunch.

EASTMACHIAS—Downeast
Salmon Federation fourth
annual Smolt Bolt and
Bloater Bash, Saturday,
May 21. Registration, 8
a.m.; race, 10 a.m. Registra-
tion $15 at East Machias
Aquatic Research Center,
13Willow St.; $20 day of

the event. KyleWinslow,
Downeast Salmon Federa-
tion, 263-7072 or kyle@
mainesalmonrivers.org.

GRAND LAKE STREAM—
Downeast Lakes LandTrust
and Grand Lake Stream
ATV Club second annual
Community and Forest
Clean-Up, 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Saturday, May 21. Meet at
Grand Lake Stream School
Building.

HINCKLEY—Wildflower
walk, 1-3 p.m. Saturday,
May 21, L.C. Bates Muse-
um, 14 Easler Road. Learn
ID tricks you can use on
walks and hikes in your
own neighborhood. 238-
4250, lcbates@gwh.org or
gwh.org/lcbates.

LEE— Lee Academy service
learning class dine and dis-
cuss public forum to talk
on status of spruce bud-
worm inMaine, 5-7 p.m.

Wednesday, May 25, Mal-
lett Hall, 2782 Lee Road.
Lee Academy, 738-2252.

MACHIAS—Birding and
nature walks, 8-10 a.m. and
10 a.m.-noon Saturday,
May 21, Middle River Park,
Kilton Lane.

MARIAVILLE— Professors
Jessica Leahy and Bob Sey-
mour leading a tour of
their woodlot, Black’s
Grove Tree Farm, noon Sat-
urday, May 21. To register
and obtain directions, Si
Balch, 578-1003, Larry
Beauregard, 989-6158 or
redspruce@myfairpoint.
net.

ORLAND—World Fish
Migration Day, 2-4 p.m.
Sunday, May 22, Orland
Village Dam, Fish Point
Road. Alewife harvesting
operation and fish ladder
open to the public. Infor-
mation about dam,

migratory fish and Narra-
missic River available.
Park at F.L. Davis or old
Orland Market in Orland
Village.

ORONO—Silent and live
auctions to benefit the
reconstruction of the
Orono Bog Boardwalk, 6-9
p.m. Saturday, May 21,
Keith Anderson Communi-
ty House, 19 Bennoch
Road. Free admission but
donations will be accepted
at the door. jim.bird@umit.
maine.edu, 866-2578 or
umaine.edu/oronobog-
walk.

SEARSPORT— Friends of
Sears Island spring wild-
flower walk, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Sunday, May 22, Sears
Island, off Route 1. Free
and open to all. Bring
water, snack, insect repel-
lant, walking stick. No pets.
Friendsofsearsisland.org,
Ashley at 975-3878 or face-

book.com/friendsofsearsis-
land.

UNITY— Sebasticook
Regional LandTrust bird-
ing walk, 7:30-10 a.m. Sat-
urday, May 21, RinesWet-
lands andWildlife Preserve.
Meet at Moulton’s Mill Pre-
serve trailhead on Route
139, 2.3 miles west of Main
Street. Bring binoculars
and waterproof footwear.
Leave pets at home. 948-
3766 or jennifer@sebasti-
cookrlt.org.

WHITING—Paddle event,
1-4 p.m. Saturday, May 21,
Orange River. Part of “Ale-
wives: Small Fish, Big
Impact”series of commu-
nity events.

Things to Do
Outdoors

For a complete listing of
calendar items or to
submit your event, visit
www.bangordailynews.com.


