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Spahr said he drove to
Cambridge, Massachusetts,
once per week for classes,
and he blocked out time to
complete an internship and a
practicum.

“I was able to manage it
fairly well,” he said. “What it
really boils down to is that
everyone who works for the
state earns time off, through
vacation or compensation
time, and then I would just
plan that ahead for my class-
es and other things, and I
would take that time off to
attend class or attend special
programs.”

After graduation from
high school, Spahr said he
enlisted in the U.S. Coast
Guard so that he would qual-
ify for G.I. Bill money. After
his four-year hitch, he head-
ed to Bar Harbor, where he
graduated from the College
of the Atlantic in 1986.

During his time in the
Coast Guard, while docked
in Boston, he was sent ashore
to procure some books at the
Harvard Coop. That experi-
ence lingers with him, and it
helped spark a desire to re-
turn to Harvard some day.

“That was the first time I
ever went to the Harvard
campus,” Spahr said. “I have
to say, when I went there, I
said, ‘This is a really unusual
place.’ I was kind of taken by
the whole environment
there. Then, over the years, I
got to know more about it. …
I continued to dabble with
this idea of getting into the
program at Harvard.”

That program, run
through the continuing edu-
cation division, required
him to take three prerequi-
site classes before he even
qualified to matriculate in
pursuit of his master’s de-
gree. Spahr initially began
pursuing a master’s in sus-
tainability and environmen-
tal management. A bout with
Lyme disease disrupted
those plans a bit, and after he
recovered, he decided to refo-
cus on museum studies. Har-
vard required that he com-
plete the master’s in museum
studies in five years, but it
only took him three.

As his practicum, he re-
housed the Louis Leakey
Olduvai Gorge collection at
Peabody Museum of Arche-
ology and Ethnology at Har-
vard.

“Louis Leakey was a pa-
leoanthropologist, and he
strongly influenced Jane
Goodall in her work,” Spahr
said. “The artifacts that he
had located in the Olduvai
Gorge in Africa could very
well be the oldest artifacts
constructed by man or pre-
human man. … These stone
tools were probably fash-

ioned between 1 million and
2 million years ago. So it was
really cool to be part of that
and to get them reorganized
in the museum collection.”

He also completed an in-
ternship with Arthur Spiess
of the Maine Historic Preser-
vation Commission, doing
archeology work in coastal
Maine and along the Sandy
River.

Spahr said he’s not alone
among his Maine Warden
Service peers in pursuing
higher education opportuni-
ties. One warden working in
his division has a bachelor’s
degree and is seeking anoth-
er, in mechanical engineer-
ing. Another warden ser-
geant holds a master’s from
Husson University.

Spahr said the process of
obtaining his master’s has
helped him tackle adminis-
trative problems and im-
prove as a writer.

“I never thought of it as a
big deal,” he said. “Other
people continue their educa-
tions. I personally think it
adds something to a person’s
perspective and it makes
them better at their job. It
makes them a better employ-
ee.”

Spahr’s master’s in muse-
um studies can confuse
some, he said.

“The discipline of muse-
um studies is not just about
what you traditionally think
of as a museum,” he said.
“It’s also about outdoor spac-
es. It’s about national parks.
It’s about places that people
use — historic landscapes.”

Maine game wardens be-
come eligible to full retire-
ment benefits after 25 years
served. Spahr, who is in his
20th year as a warden, said
that at some point, he’ll like-
ly begin to put his new de-
gree to more specific use. Not
surprisingly, doing so will
likely also involve being out-
side in the woods of Maine.

“The interest that all of
this has taken to is to be able
to work in Maine, coastal
Maine most specifically, and
work in prehistoric archeol-
ogy,” Spahr said. “There
have been game wardens in
the past — Charlie Atkins
comes to mind, he was up in
Rangeley — who contributed
to archeology by being out
there in the woods and find-
ing sites that were later iden-
tified as significant sites in
the study of archeology.”

And though his seven-
year journey toward his mas-
ter’s degree has only recently
wrapped up, he finds that
he’s already missing the ex-
perience.

“[A fellow Harvard grad]
said to me recently, ‘I’d much
rather be a Harvard student
than a Harvard alumni,’”
Spahr said. “I feel that way,
too. There’s something anti-
climactic about [earning the
degree]. I wish I were back at
Harvard.”

They were so close they
could hear the plants crunch
between the moose’s teeth as
it chewed.

“Paying attention to body
language is so important,”
Patterson had said to the
group earlier when talking
about safely observing
moose at close range. “This
is something we take so seri-
ously.”

One of several guides
working for Northeast
Whitewater Lodge and
Guide Service, Patterson
has been leading moose safa-
ris for nine years. She has
been a registered Maine
guide in recreation, fishing
and hunting for 20 years.
From late spring through
the fall, she’s prepared to
guide moose safaris two
times per day, seven days
per week.

“You make hay when the
sun shines,” Patterson said.

Headquartered in a beau-
tiful log building off Green-
ville Road in Shirley Mills, a
small town just south of
Moosehead Lake, Northeast
Whitewater Lodge and
Guide Service offers private
and group moose tours by
van and canoe from May 1
through Oct. 9, as well as
whitewater rafting trips and
guided wildlife photography
excursions. The outfit is
owned by native Mainers
and registered Maine guides
Jeremy and Jessica Harg-
reaves, who employ a team
of guides throughout the
season to lead clients on
these specialized outdoor
adventures.

“Leading trips and meet-
ing people is always the
wonderful part of doing this
line of work,” Jessica Harg-
reaves said. “We get to meet
people from all over the
world, and that’s such a cool
thing.”

On June 21, Patterson’s
moose tour was a mother-
daughter duo from Florida,
a husband and wife from
Maryland and a four-person
family from Rio de Janeiro
in Brazil.

“Most of our clients are
from away because more
people who live in Maine
have the opportunity to try
to find a moose on their
own,” Jessica Hargreaves
said. “But the unique thing
about taking a guided tour is
that you have someone who
has experience and knows
the area bring you to spots
where you are most likely to
see a moose.”

The best time to look for
moose is first thing in the
morning and just before
sunset, Patterson said. An
ideal temperature is 63 de-
grees Fahrenheit or cooler,
she added, but weather

comes into play as well.
“There are so many fac-

tors that go into it,” Patter-
son said. “Sometimes we see
nine moose on a pond just
before a downpour or storm
and the next day zero.”

At the end of the day,
whether or not you see a
moose or any other Maine
wildlife is all a matter of
luck.

“We’re lucky to see a
moose in general because
it’s a wild animal,” Patter-
son said. “It’s a privilege to
see it in its natural habitat.”

Maine moose guides can
never guarantee a moose
sighting, but in late spring
and early summer, Patter-
son said she has about a 98
percent chance of finding a
moose on her tours. And on
the rare occasion that she
gets “skunked,” she does her
utmost to entertain her cli-
ents with the vast knowl-
edge she’s acquired over the
years about local plant life
and wildlife.

As summer matures,
moose become increasingly
more difficult for tour
guides to predict, and in the
fall, during moose mating
season, the challenge is even
greater, Patterson said.

“When the fall colors start
to change in late September,
it’s an absolutely beautiful
time to visit,” Jessica Harg-
reaves said. “But that’s the
most difficult time to see a
moose. The reason is, they
go into ruts and are less pre-
dictable. … But that’s when
the bull moose has its big
antler rack, and everybody
wants to get a picture of
that.”

Because it’s difficult to
talk to people separated into
four canoes, Patterson spent
the one-hour van ride to the
pond — which will remain
unnamed as a courtesy to the
guide service and the moose
— rattling off stories and in-
teresting facts about moose.

The state’s estimated
moose population is 68,000,
she told the group as she
navigated the rough gravel
roads leading to the pond.
Yet the hulking creatures
are not easy to find. They’re
solitary animals.

An adult moose can hold
their head underwater up to
1 minute 48 seconds, she told
the group — a fact that can-
not be found in any textbook
or on any website but comes
from Patterson’s firsthand
experience of watching one
of Maine’s most iconic crea-
tures day after day.

“This time of year, all
they want to do is eat,” Pat-
terson said. During the sum-
mer, adult moose eat up to
50 pounds of food per day. In
addition to aquatic plants,
they browse on young trees,
such as mountain ash and
white birch.

As the group watched the
large cow moose feed in the
pond on June 21, they were
startled as a year-old male
moose emerged from the for-
est to gaze upon the larger
female. Upon noticing him,
she perked up her ears and
stared: a challenge. This was
her feeding ground, and one
of the canoeists spotted her
newborn calf hiding in the
grass nearby.

Using her paddle and
sometimes climbing out of
the canoe to wade in the
shallow water, Patterson
had positioned her clients
out of the way but close
enough to observe.

“I’m not going to endan-
ger your life,” Patterson ex-
plained. “It’s common sense.
We’re not going to get be-
tween a mother and a new-
born calf.”

Cameras clicking (without
flash), the rapt canoeists fol-
lowed the young male moose
as he strode along the shore
with his long, gangly legs,
right past the raft of canoes
and into the sunset. Silhou-

etted by the golden sunlight,
he paused, snatched up a few
leaves, chewed and slob-
bered. Then, after several
minutes, he waded across a
shallow section of the pond
to the other side, where he
clumsily clambered up the
bank and disappeared into
the forest.

The cow moose, still
shoulder deep in the water,
called out in low grunts.
Waited. Called out again.
Then, for some reason un-
known to the group, started
swimming almost straight
at the canoes, passed within
feet of the group and fol-
lowed the yearling male up
the bank and into the forest.

“An experience like that,
with a yearling walking the
shoreline right beside the
canoes, that happens maybe
three or five times a year,”
Patterson said on the van
ride back to the guide com-
pany’s headquarters. “But
to have one swimming be-
side the canoe like that?
That was a 1,000-pound cow.

“It doesn’t get much bet-
ter than that,” she said.
“You may want to go play
the lottery now.”

That evening, Patterson
would write in her manda-
tory moose report for the
guide service that her eve-
ning tour had spotted six
moose — a cow and calf by
the road, an adult bull walk-
ing down the road leisurely
and a cow, calf and yearling
on the pond — as well as a
young black bear, which
darted across the road dur-
ing their drive, a porcupine
by the road, an osprey
wheeling in the air above
the pond, a family of ducks
and a loon.

To learn more about
Northeast Whitewater
Lodge and Guide Service,
visit northeastwhitewater.
com or give them at a call
at 645-0151.

Youmight be able to spot 5 planets in the skies
On March 2, 2004, the European

Space Agency launched the space
probe Rosetta with its lander Phi-
lae. Its mission was to visit a comet
and send back data as to its physi-
cal and chemical makeup. After
spending more than 10 years and
nearly 4 billion
miles in pursuit,
Rosetta caught up
with the comet
Churyumov-Gera-
simenko whose 6.5
year elliptical
orbit lies between
those of Mars and
Jupiter.

On November
12, 2014, the Philae
lander settled on
to the surface of the comet while
Rosetta sent back hundreds of pic-
tures of its surface. Philae report-
ed back the presence of glycine, an
amino acid essential for life, and
phosphorous in the composition of
the comet. This finding could be a
partial vindication for the emi-
nent British astronomer Sir Fred
Hoyle who proposed the theory
that life could have been seeded on
Earth by microbes brought from
outer space by comets.

Rosetta is still sending back data
and photos from the comet and is
some 288 billion miles from Earth.

Focus on the planet
With a little luck, viewers will

be able to see the five naked-eye
planets in the evening sky over the
course of the month. Mercury
makes it above the western hori-
zon during the final week of July
just to the upper left of Venus. A
good opportunity to view Mercury
will be on July 30 when it is very
near the bright star Regulus, how-
ever, it may be difficult to distin-
guish between the star and the
planet.

Venus is very low in the west
around mid-month in company
with Mercury but sets a half-hour
after sunset. The best chance to

view the two innermost planets
will come on the last day of the
month when Venus, Regulus and
Mercury form an ascending diago-
nal line, right to left, low on the
western horizon a half-hour after
sunset.

Mars rises in the south at night-
fall and is getting steadily dimmer
and smaller as it moves away from
us. Nonetheless, the Red Planet
will continue to outshine all of the
stars in its neighborhood and can
continue to show surface features
in a medium or larger telescope.

Jupiter is well up in the west an
hour after sunset and sets around
midnight. Its four major moons
put on a show with one, Gany-
mede, crossing the face of the giant
planet starting around 10:50 p.m.
Friday, July 1, and lasting about
three hours.

Saturn is high in the south
around 10 p.m. Friday, July 1, with
brilliant Antares to its lower right.
The ring system is near maximum
tilt for viewing with the two rings
and Cassini division readily seen
as is the major moon Titan and
several lesser moons.

Uranus rises in the southeast
just before midnight, and its blue-
green disk will be best spotted just
before dawn.

Neptune rises in the south
around midnight and can be seen
as a blue-gray disk among the
stars of Aquarius during morning
twilight. On Friday, July 22, Nep-
tune will be occulted by a waning
gibbous moon as it passes in front
of the planet.

July events
1: Sunrise, 4:53 a.m.; sunset, 8:25

p.m. Look to the south around
10;00 p.m. where Saturn rides high
with Antares to its lower right.
Mars is to the extreme right of
Saturn.

4: The Earth is at aphelion or
greatest distance from the sun
today. New moon, 7:01 p.m.

8: Look for Jupiter high in the

western sky an hour after sunset
with the crescent moon to its lower
right.

11: First quarter moon, 8:52 p.m.
13: The moon is at apogee or

greatest distance from the Earth
today.

15: The moon is just above Sat-
urn tonight with Mars further to
the lower right and Antares just
below Saturn.

19: Full moon, 6:56 p.m. The full
moon of July is called the Hay
Moon or Thunder Moon.

20: The sun enters Cancer on the
ecliptic.

22: The sun enters the astrologi-
cal sign of Leo.

26: Moon in last quarter, 7:00
p.m.

27: Moon at perigee or nearest
approach to Earth.

29: The moon nearly occults or
obscures Aldebaran in the morn-
ing sky.

31: Sunrise, 5:19 a.m.; sunset,
8:03 p.m.

Send astronomical queries to Clair
Wood at cgmewood@aol.com or
care of the Bangor Daily News,
Features Desk, P.O. Box 1329,
Bangor, Maine 04402.
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A cow moose shakes its head while feeding on aquatic plants in a pond in the Moosehead
Lake Region near a group of people on a moose tour led by Northeast Whitewater guide
service of Shirley.


