
Bangor Daily News, Saturday/Sunday, July 9-10, 2016 C7

obituaries

Jeff Orchard, Stephen Cobb, Dick DeGraaf, Stephen Dickinson, Vicki Stanley, Sha-
ron Wolfe, O.K. Blackstone, Naomi Lauze, Ted Bromage, Mike & Della Gleason, Ray
Perkins, Bob Tuthill, Charles Hackney and Myron Lenfestey.

WHAT IS IT?

The “What Is It” in the June 25 edition of the Bangor Daily News was correctly
identified as a fid for splicing rope by Pete Lammert, Bradley Hunter, Moe Oliver,
Brenda Harrington, John Battick, David Collins, Fred Otto, Ruth Billings, Douglas
Flagg, Rick Wright, Robert Webber, Dick Babcock, Erwin Flewelling, Larry Smith,
Jeff Orchard, Stephen Cobb, Dick DeGraaf, Stephen Dickinson, Vicki Stanley, Sha-

Send your answers for this week’s What Is It (left) to:
Robert Croul, 1095 North Road, Newburgh, Maine
04444. Readers may respond by email to reces-
tate@myfairpoint.net. Be sure to write “What is it?”
in the subject line.ROBERT

CROUL

James S. Keat, champion of freedom of information, dies
BY FREDERICK N.
RASMUSSEN
THE BALTIMORE SUN

James S. Keat, a former
Baltimore Sun assistant
managing editor and foreign
correspondent whose
staunch advocacy of free-
dom of information became
the keystone of a career
spanning more than four de-
cades, died Wednesday from
cancer at Gilchrist Hospice
Care in Towson.

The longtime Federal Hill
resident was 86.

The benchmark of Keat’s
long and distinguished
journalism career was his
fight for freedom of infor-
mation and open meetings
for the news media and
public.

“No one made open re-
cords and meetings such a
passionate goal as Jim. To
him it was a religion,” said
Ernest F. Imhoff, a longtime
editor of The Evening Sun
and The Baltimore Sun.
“Jim hated Maryland gov-
ernment secrecy more than
politicians adore self-promo-
tion.”

“He was a very dedicated
newspaperman with a very
healthy skepticism of gov-
ernment and politicians on
the make,” said Joseph R.
L. Sterne, retired Sun edi-
torial page editor. “He was
an aggressive newspaper-
man who kept his eye on
local politicians. He had a
healthy skepticism of
them.”

“He was determined to
tell the audience the whole
story and was relentless in
his questioning of public of-
ficials and getting access to
public documents,” said
Barry L. Rascovar, former
editorial-page director of
The Sun who also wrote a
Sunday column on state and
local politics.

For years, Keat and Tom
Marquardt, former pub-
lisher of the Annapolis

Capital, worked together
strengthening Open Meet-
ings and Freedom of Infor-
mation Acts through the
Maryland, Delaware and
District of Columbia Press
Association.

In 2000, MDDC named its
annual Freedom of Informa-
tion award for Keat, and in
2005, he was the second re-
cipient of the MDDC Distin-
guished Service Award. He
was inducted into the orga-
nization’s Hall of Fame in
2013.

In 2005, Keat was a found-
er of the Maryland Founda-
tion for Open Government.

“Newspaper people will
forever be in Jim Keat’s
debt,” said Imhoff.

The son of Harold E.
“Hal” Keat, an accountant,
and Ida S. Keat, a homemak-
er, James Sussman Keat was
born Dec. 25, 1929, in New
York City, and he was raised
there and in Providence,
Rhode Island, where he
graduated from Hope High
School.

A 1951 graduate of Brown
University, Keat earned a
master’s degree in journal-
ism in 1952 from Columbia
University.

His entry into the world
of journalism began during
his student days at Brown.

“I accidentally got in-
volved in journalism when
I was at Brown. I sort of fell
into it,” recalled Keat in a
recent interview. “The col-
lege paper was a daily and I
started as a reporter and
eventually became night
editor. And then I was
hooked.”

After graduating from Co-
lumbia — where he was one
of the top three students in
his class — Keat joined The
New York Herald Tribune
as a reporter on the business
desk.

“I wanted to study eco-
nomics,” said Keat.

From 1953 to 1956, he was
a Ford Foundation Scholar-

ship fellow and studied at
Harvard University, then
later at the University of
Pennsylvania, where he
learned to speak Hindi.

Keat conducted research
in West Bengal from 1955
until joining the staff of The
Baltimore Sun in October
1956.

In the early days of the
civil rights struggle in
Maryland in the 1960s, Keat
covered the integration of
restaurants along Route 40,
many of which were not
open to African-Ameri-
cans.

“Charles H. “Buck” Dors-
ey Jr., The Sun’s managing
editor, sent Keat to Missis-
sippi in 1962 to cover the
civil rights movement, and
specifically the admittance
of James Meredith who was
the first African-American
student to enter the Univer-
sity of Mississippi.

Keat recalled those tense
days.

“Covering the civil rights
movement was a real chal-
lenge because they were kill-
ing reporters there,” he
said.

He worked a year at the
Sun’s New Delhi bureau be-
ginning in 1962, then re-
turned to Baltimore as an
Evening Sun editorial writ-
er before resuming coverage
of the civil rights movement
and the Cambridge riots in
1963.

Keat returned to New
Delhi as bureau chief in
1965. He covered the India
and Pakistan war fought in
Kashmir, the deteriorating
relationship between India
and China and the Indian
famine.

“Jim’s work in India
helped make The Sun’s news
coverage less European-cen-
tric,” said Sterne.

In 1968, he was named edi-
tor of Perspective, a com-
mentary and analysis sec-
tion published in The Sun-
day Sun.

“What was my favorite
job on the paper? That’s
hard to say, but I think start-
ing Perspective from
scratch. I was given six
months to do it and a gener-
ous budget,” recalled Keat.
“So, I had one foot in the
newsroom and one on the
road working with different
people.”

“I’ve known Jim since I
was a copy boy in Washing-
ton in the late 1960s. I first
encountered his name when
I’d hear bureau correspon-
dents talk about writing a
‘Keat piece,’ which turned
out to be a piece for Sunday
Perspective, which Jim then
edited,” said Anthony Barb-
ieri Jr., a former foreign cor-
respondent and managing
editor of The Sun.

“I referred to Perspective
stories as Keat pieces well
into the new millennium,
decades after Jim had gone
onto other assignments,”
said Barbieri, who is now
professor of writing and ed-
iting at Penn State Univer-
sity in State College, Penn-
sylvania.

Sun managing editor
Paul A. Banker named Keat
foreign editor in 1969, and
during the early 1970s he
joined the Washington bu-
reau covering the White
House and State Depart-
ment. He traveled to China
in 1972 with President
Richard M. Nixon.

From 1975 to 1991, Keat
was an assistant managing
editor where his responsi-
bilities included oversee-
ing foreign, national and
metropolitan news and the
newspaper’s library. All
the while, he pressed for
reporters and insist that
public officials and agen-
cies remain accessible and
open.

“Jim did it all. He was a
superb reporter and edi-
tor,” said Rascovar. “He
was a strong advocate of
journalistic ethics and

openness and journalists
ability to get official docu-
ments. He was adamant
about the people’s right to
know what government
was doing and have their
voices heard.”

“Jim Keat was a newspa-
perman to his core,” wrote
G. Jefferson Price III in an
email.

“As a manager, he may
have raised an eyebrow oc-
casionally at the behavior
of young staffers, but most
important his intellect and
focus on the work to be
done, his enthusiasm and
support were invaluable in
getting us to do a good job
and put out a very good
newspaper every day,”
wrote Price, a former Mid-
dle East correspondent and
foreign editor.

“Our main collaboration
was when I was night edi-
tor and Jim was an assis-
tant managing editor. The
first thing he told me was
that I could always call
him at night if there was
breaking news or a prob-
lem,” said John B.
O’Donnell Jr.

“He was really smart and
you could rely on him for
good advice, plus he was a
very good boss,” recalled
O’Donnell. “He let you do
your job but he’d let you
know how you could have
done it another way. I en-
joyed working with him.”

For the last four years of
his career until retiring in
1995, he was The Sun’s edito-
rial page coordinator. In ad-
dition to handling letters to
the editor, he’d write occa-
sional editorials and col-
umns.

After retiring, Keat grew
a beard and became a South
Baltimore activist, leading
campaigns against develop-
ers who wanted to obscure
harbor views with buildings
along Key Highway.

He became the ‘Watchdog
of South Baltimore’ and that

was good for the city,” said
Sterne.

He never lost his bustling
hurried New York demean-
or — nor his accent despite
having lived in Baltimore
for 60 years.

“He came from New York
and Rhode Island and was
more a Baltimorean than a
born Baltimorean,” said
Sterne.

In addition to enjoying in-
formed and lively conversa-
tion, Keat was a gourmand
who appreciated good food,
wine and beer that always
had to be served at room
temperature.

“I have traveled the world
admonishing bartenders
that I do not want my beer
served in an ice cold glass,”
Keat said recently with a
laugh.

He and Imhoff often trav-
eled together across the
country attending minority
job fairs.

“Jim had a gourmet’s
palate. On a trip, I’d walk
across the street to get a
hamburger or a hot dog.
Jim would rather drive 50
miles into the wilds of New
Jersey or some other God-
forsaken place to get a good
meal,” said Imhoff. “Of
course, I’d go with him.
More fun. He had mostly
smart, muscular opinions
about everything.”

He enjoyed reading. One
of his favorite publications
was The Economist — “I
think it’s the best thing in
the English language,” he
said recently.

Keat also liked listening to
classical and bagpipe music.

Plans for a memorial ser-
vice to be held in the fall are
incomplete.

Keat is survived by his
wife of 30 years, the former
Christine Swan Thompson;
a stepdaughter, Christine
Rene Barbour of Rockville;
and two grandchildren. A
first marriage ended in di-
vorce.

Mary Feik aircraft restorer, pilot, dies at 92
BY BART BARNES
THE WASHINGTON POST

Mary Feik, an aircraft
engineer and pilot, colo-
nel in the Civil Air Pa-
trol, aircraft mechanic,
and restorer of historic
and classical airplanes,
died June 10 at her home
in Annapolis, Maryland.
She was 92.

The cause was compli-
cations from cancer, said
a daughter, Robin Vest.

Feik’s father ran an
auto repair shop near
their home in Upstate
New York, and, as a teen-
ager, she learned how to
weld, rivet and overhaul
automobile engines. After
high school graduation,

she wanted to study engi-
neering at the University
of Buffalo but was told
when she applied that “we
don’t take women here.”

Instead she learned and
later taught aircraft main-
tenance and mechanics
for the Army Air Forces
during World War II at
what was then Wright
Field in Ohio. She learned
how to fly airplanes at
Wright —fighter, attack,
bomber, cargo and train-
ing aircraft — and later
became part of a traveling
aircraft engineer assess-
ment team that traveled
about evaluating aircraft
for purchase by U.S.
Armed Forces.

She came to Washing-

ton in 1954 with her hus-
band, Robert Feik, an Air
Force civilian research
scientist. From 1977 until
retiring in 1986, she was a
restoration specialist at
the Smithsonian Institu-
tion’s Paul E. Garber
Preservation, Restoration
and Storage Facility in
Suitland, Maryland.

There, she taught tech-
niques of restoring old
and historic aircraft and
participated in the repro-
duction of vintage World
War I airplanes. Among
the aircraft Feik helped
restore was the Spad XIII,
a World War I French bi-
plane.

Mary Stan was born in
Cleveland on March 9,

1924, and grew up in
Tonawanda, New York.

In 1975, she joined the
Civil Air Patrol, a non-
profit Air Force auxiliary
organization made up
mostly of volunteers who
assist in search-and-res-
cue missions and offer
aerospace education. She
helped repair CAP air-
craft, trained teenage ca-
dets and traveled about on
speaking engagements.

In 2002, CAP named an
achievement ribbon after
her. More than 4,000 CAP
cadets have received such
Mary Feik awards.

Her husband of 54 years
died in 2004. Survivors in-
clude her daughter, of Jef-
fersonton, Virginia.

Motor racing team owner Carl Haas dies at 86
REUTERS

Successful auto racing
team owner Carl Haas, a for-
mer business partner with
the late Hollywood actor
Paul Newman, has died at
the age of 86, his official
website, haasauto.com, re-
ported on Thursday.

Haas, whose teams won 16
championships and more
than 140 races over four de-
cades in Can-Am, Formula

One, NASCAR and IndyCar,
died at his home surrounded
by family on June 29.

Scotland’s Dario
Franchitti, a four-time Indy-
Car Series champion, was
among a host of big names
in motor racing who paid
tribute to Haas on Thurs-
day.

Franchitti tweeted: “Rest
in peace Carl Haas. A leg-
endary owner, a hard busi-
ness man with a heart of

gold. Hilariously eccentric,
we’ll never see his like
again.”

Haas created and co-
owned Newman Haas Rac-
ing with Newman and Mike
Lanigan, a team that be-
came one of the most suc-
cessful in Indy Car from
1983-2011 where Mario An-
dretti spent the last 11
years of his illustrious rac-
ing career.

He previously ran a For-

mula One team during the
1980s and a NASCAR team
in the 1990s while he operat-
ed the Milwaukee Mile race
track and the Houston
Grand Prix race from 1998-
2001.

Haas, known for his love
of cigars, earned him a place
on the “50 Newsmakers of
the Half-Century” list com-
piled by the American Auto
Racing Writers and Broad-
casters Association in 2004.

Broadway actor John
McMartin dies at 86
BY GORDON COX
REUTERS

LOS ANGELES — John
McMartin, the Broadway
veteran who created roles
in landmark musicals in-
cluding “Sweet Charity”
and “Follies,” had died.
He was 86.

The death of the long-
time actor, whose face
was familiar to TV audi-
ences from roles on “The
Golden Girls,” “Murder,
She Wrote” and “The Un-
breakable Kimmy
Schmidt,” was attributed
to cancer in a paid obitu-
ary announcement in the
New York Times. On
Broadway, he’d been seen
in “All the Way,” the To-
ny-winning 2014 produc-
tion that starred Bryan
Cranston, as well as musi-
cals “Anything Goes”
(2011) and “Grey Gardens”
(2006).

McMartin, who was
nominated for five Tony
Awards over the course of
his career, made his
Broadway debut in 1961
play “The Conquering
Hero,” but his first signa-
ture role came in the 1966
Neil Simon-Cy Coleman
musical, “Sweet Charity,”
in which he played the

nebbishy accountant
Oscar, a Tony-nominated
performance he reprised
in the 1969 movie version
opposite Shirley Ma-
cLaine.

His association with
composer Stephen Sond-
heim began with the
short-lived but legendary
1971 premiere production
of “Follies,” and he went
on to star in a 1991 staging
of “A Little Night Music”
at the L.A.’s Ahmanson
Theater, as well as a 2002
Broadway revival of “Into
The Woods.”

In the early 1970s, he
was a member of the New
Phoenix Repertory Com-
pany during the troupe’s
season on Broadway, in
plays including Moliere’s
“Don Juan,” O’Neill’s
“The Great God Brown”
and Durrenmatt’s “The
Visit.” In 2001, he starred
opposite Chita Rivera in
the original Chicago pro-
duction of Kander and
Ebb’s musical adaptation
of “The Visit.”

His TV credits included
“Cheers” and “Frasier” as
well as “The Partridge
Family.” His film work in-
cluded parts in “All the
President’s Men,” “Blow
Out” and “Kinsey.”


