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she said. “I believe that all
creativity comes from God.
It transcends everything
and takes us straight to
God.” Artists and art lovers
won’t encounter “organized
religion” at the Lighthouse
Arts Center, she said, but
her personal faith has in-
formed every step of the
project.

It was God, James said,
who planted the idea of the
arts center, who “nudged”
her to consider buying the
150-year-old wood-frame
building on the riverfront
and who softened the heart
of the seller to make the pur-
chase possible.

A lifelong Methodist, she
has learned to trust her
faith. The ambitious project
has been fraught with com-
plications and obstacles,
James said, ranging from
the out-of-reach original
asking price of the building
to problems achieving full
ADA compliance in the ren-
ovation.

“There have been so
many times when the prob-
lems were so great I just
couldn’t deal with it,” she
said. “And then I would
wake up the next day and
the problems would have
dissolved.”

Kathy James and her late
husband bought a village
house in Bucksport back in
2001, when they retired from
their careers in telecommu-
nications. Living at the time
in Massachusetts, they were
drawn to the town’s location
near the coast of Maine and
to its relatively affordable
real estate market. Their
plan was to spend half the
year in Bucksport and the
other half in Florida.

But life threw them some

curve balls. First, Kathy’s
elderly mother, Betty, start-
ed needing more support
and was spending more and
more time with them. So
they sold the village house
and bought a bigger and
more modern home on the
edge of town.

Then, three years ago,
Betty suffered a major
stroke and moved in with
them permanently. At 91,
she has recovered well but
still needs a lot of care and
company.

The biggest change was
still to come. In September
2014, Roger James was diag-
nosed with cancer. He died
the following January.

“I’m not over it at all,”
Kathy James said. “He was
my best friend. Maybe be-
cause we never had chil-
dren, we were always just
very close.” But she’s trying
to move on with her life.

Building community
James said God brought

her together with Joyce
Greco, a 61-year-old mural-
ist and illustrator who re-
cently relocated to Buck-
sport from Florida. Greco,
whose Christian faith is also
strong, has painted murals
at a Disney World hotel and
several elementary schools
in Florida. She has recently
illustrated a children’s
book, “ Wilbur the Christ-
mas Mouse,” which she ex-
pects will be published.

“I had a dream about 10
years ago,” Greco said, ex-
plaining how she landed in
Bucksport. “It was about a
bridge in Maine — that
bridge.” She gestured to-
ward the Penobscot Nar-
rows Bridge, which opened
in 2006. Greco said she had
never actually seen the
bridge before her dream.

Last year, following the
death of her mother, she
went online, found the

bridge, settled in Bucksport
and connected with James,
eventually signing on as the
artistic director at the new
arts center.

“I made this crazy move,
and then the universe
blessed me,” Greco said.
“We’re at that stage in life
when we could sit around
and say, ‘Now what?’ But
now it’s all purpose and
drive and fun.”

Another Bucksport
woman, 50-year-old Mindy
Martin, will be the assistant
manager of the Lighthouse
Arts Center, freeing James
to take her mother to Flori-
da for the coming winter.
Martin formerly scheduled
art classes at the Hammond
Street Senior Center in Ban-
gor, which closed its doors
earlier this year.

James said she expects
the for-profit center will
break even, paying for itself
through classes, art supplies
and commissioned sales of
art. She’ll be glad of extra
cash from any of her own
paintings that sell but isn’t
relying on income from the
arts center to support her-
self.

She is grateful for the
challenging work of opening
the arts center, the reward-
ing relationships she is es-
tablishing in the process
and the opportunity to move
forward from the loss of her
husband.

“I tell people we’re doing
things backward,” she said
with a laugh. “Most people
our age are getting ready to
retire, but we’re just getting
started.”
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Seymour Papert dies at East Blue Hill home

BY EMILY LANGER
THE WASHINGTON POST

Seymour Papert, a Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology professor who led an
early campaign to revolu-
tionize education with the
personal computer, a tool he
championed not as a class-
room gadget but as a key to
unlocking a child’s excite-
ment for learning, died July
31 at his home in East Blue
Hill, Maine. He was 88.

Papert also is credited
with inspiring Gov. Angus
King’s proposal to provide
portable laptop computers
to every seventh-grader in
the Maine. He was a colum-
nist for Bangor Daily News
in the early 2000s.

His death was announced
by the MIT Media Lab,
where Dr. Papert was a
founding faculty member.
The cause of death was com-
plications from kidney and
bladder infections, said his
wife, Suzanne Massie.

His organs had been
weakened by an accident a
decade ago in Hanoi, she
said, where Papert had trav-
eled to speak at a gathering
of mathematicians and edu-
cators. He was crossing a
street in the Vietnamese
capital when he was a struck
by a motorbike. The acci-
dent left him in a month-
long coma, according to
news reports, and he had to
work to regain the ability to
walk, talk and read.

Papert grew up in South
Africa and credited his fa-
ther, an entomologist who
invited Seymour along for
field research on the tsetse
fly, with introducing him to
the joys of experiential
learning.

As a university student,
Papert dedicated himself
principally to what he called
“the beautiful jewel of the
human spirit called pure
mathematics.” But his wide-
ranging studies also took
him to the University of Ge-
neva in Switzerland, where
he collaborated with Jean
Piaget, the psychologist who
formulated pioneering theo-
ries of human development.

By the early 1960s, Papert
had landed at MIT.

“With a mind of extraor-
dinary range and creativity,
Seymour Papert helped rev-
olutionize at least three
fields, from the study of how
children make sense of the
world, to the development of
artificial intelligence, to the
rich intersection of technol-

ogy and learning,” MIT
President L. Rafael Reif said
in a statement.

Papert first encountered a
computer early in his MIT
career. Fiddling around
with the machine, he solved
math problems that he said
had dogged him for years.

“I was exhilarated by the
tremendous power of prob-
lem solving that tool of-
fered,” he told the Portland
Press Herald of Maine in
1997. “Within a day or two it
became an obsession — to
get computers in the hands
of kids.”

At the time, Papert was a
lonely evangelist for person-
al computers. Decades
would pass before computer
technology began to com-
pete in schools with chalk
and blackboards, pencils
and paper.

But Papert was unstint-
ing in his promotion of com-
puter technology, which he
said facilitated an active, or
“constructionist,” style of
learning, as he termed it, as
opposed to the passive mem-
orization of facts and tables.

“Almost twenty years
ago, I had a conversation
with Seymour that opened
my eyes to the importance of
empowering students with
technology,” Sen. King said
in a statement released Mon-
day. “At the time, as Gover-
nor, I had been thinking
about how to increase the
number of computers in
classrooms and told him
that, perhaps through some
mighty effort, we might be
able to increase the ratio of
students to computers to
three-to-one. ‘No, no,’ he re-
sponded, holding up both
index fingers. ‘It is only
when it is one-to-one that
the power occurs.’

“In that moment, [the
Maine Learning Technology
Initiative] was born — and,
today, tens of thousands of
students across Maine are
better off because of it. Be-
cause of him.”

Papert was credited
with playing a leading role
in the development of
Logo, a programming lan-
guage that children could
use to draw shapes on a
monitor. By instructing
the cursor, represented by
a turtle, to move different
distances in different di-
rections, the children
would absorb concepts of
arithmetic and geometry.
Papert compared the expe-
rience to learning French
not by poring over a vo-

cabulary book, but by liv-
ing in France.

To parents and teachers
who feared that computers
would have a dulling effect
on children’s minds, Papert
argued that programs such
as Logo would yield the op-
posite result.

“Logo is a program, which
is to say it’s a way of making
the computer do what you
want it to do,” Papert told
the New York Times in 1985.
It “gives a child the possibil-
ity of exploring the power of
the computer and mastery
over it.”

Furthermore, “an impor-
tant part of becoming a good
learner is learning how to
push out the frontier of what
we can express with words,”
he wrote in his 1980 book
“Mindstorms: Children,
Computers, and Powerful
Ideas.”

“Getting a computer to do
something requires that the
underlying process be de-
scribed, on some level, with
enough precision to be car-
ried out by the machine,” he
wrote.

At MIT, Papert served as
a director of the Artificial
Intelligence Lab, now the
Computer Science and Arti-

ficial Intelligence Laborato-
ry, along with artificial in-
telligence pioneer Marvin
Minsky, who died in Janu-
ary.

With Minsky, Papert
wrote the 1969 volume
“Perceptrons.”According
to the MIT Press, it was
“the first example of a
mathematical analysis car-
ried far enough to show the
exact limitations of a class
of computing machines
that could seriously be con-
sidered as models of the
brain.”

More recently, he collabo-
rated with Nicholas Negro-
ponte, a co-founder of the
MIT Media Lab, and Alan
Kay, a computer scientist,
on One Laptop per Child, a
nonprofit initiative to dis-
tribute affordable laptops to
children in developing coun-
tries. The project reflected
Dr. Papert’s belief that com-
puters should be every-
where.

“Imagine that writing had
just been invented,” Papert
told the Times, “and some-
body said, ‘Let’s take it easy.
We’ll start by putting one
pencil in each classroom.’
The idea of one computer in
each classroom is about as

absurd as one pencil in each
classroom.”

Seymour Aubrey Papert
was born in Pretoria, South
Africa, on Feb. 29, 1928.

He received a bachelor’s
degree in mathematics and
philosophy in 1949 and a
doctorate in mathematics
in 1952, both from the Uni-
versity of the Witwa-
tersrand in Johannesburg,
where he joined the anti-
apartheid movement. He
received a second doctorate
from the University of Cam-
bridge in England in the
late 1950s before beginning
his collaboration with Piag-
et.

“Piaget brought many
things together for me,” Pa-
pert told the publication
Technology Review in 1987.
“Before I met him, I had
been intellectually torn be-
tween my interest in how
people came to think and my
interest in more abstract
ideas. Piaget showed me a
way in which my caring for
math, for the philosophy of
thinking, and for social re-
form all seemed to go to-
gether.”

Papert’s books included
“The Children’s Machine:
Rethinking School in the

Age of the Computer” (1993)
and “The Connected Family:
Bridging the Digital Genera-
tion Gap” (1996).

According to MIT, Papert
was married to Dona
Strauss, Androula Christo-
fides Henriques and Sherry
Turkle. Survivors include
his wife of 24 years, Suzanne
Massie, a noted Russia
scholar; a daughter from his
marriage to Henriques, Ar-
temis Papert; three stepchil-
dren, Robert Massie IV, Su-
sanna Massie Thomas and
Elizabeth Massie; a sister; a
brother; and seven grand-
children.

Although much of his
work centered on children
and the role of computers in
their education, Papert also
promoted the benefits of
technology for adults who
often learn alongside their
youngsters.

“I do think that having a
computer in their lives
makes a difference to chil-
dren,” he told The Washing-
ton Post in 1987. “My stron-
gest advice to parents is,
yes, get a computer for your
child, but treat it the way
fathers used to treat electric
trains — play with it your-
self.”

A lighthouse
structure was
added to the
outside of the
building that
Kathy James,
65, recently
bought on
Main Street in
Bucksport.
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Seymour Papert, who led an early campaign to revolutionize education with the personal computer, died July 31 at his
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