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obituaries

EDWARD FURNAS SNYDER

AGE 90, QUAKER ACTIVIST

MOUNT DESERT ISLAND
- Edward Furnas Snyder, age
90, died at daybreak on Au-
gust 12, 2016, at the Mount
Desert Island Hospital. His
body, which had served him
so well, was failing, and
death brought relief after a
brief but rapid decline. In his
last days and hours, he was
surrounded by his four chil-
dren, several grandchildren,
and close friends. His mind
was present and engaged
until the end.

Ed was born November
13, 1925 in Belle Plaine,
Iowa, to Edward F. Snyder Sr.
and Mary Ella Blue Snyder.
Edward Sr. was a lawyer and
already a pillar of his com-
munity when he died at age
37, leaving his wife and three
children of whom Edward at
7 was the oldest. Edward's
mother obtained a postgrad-
uate degree at the Iowa
State College in Ames, Iowa.
In 1936, the midst of the
Great Depression, she ac-
cepted a teaching position at
the University of Maine. She
packed her mother, three
children, and the family dog
into a Model A, and moved
the family from Iowa to
Orono.

Ed, known to his class-
mates as "Red," graduated
from Orono Grammar
School in 1939 and from
Orono High School in 1943,
where he played football
and basketball. He attended
an accelerated program at
Bowdoin College, complet-
ing three semesters before
joining the Army Air Corps
in February 1944, where he
served for 22 months. Upon
his return he attended the
University of Maine on the
GI bill, majoring in history.
During summers he often
worked on the University's
farms. He graduated in 1948,
member of Phi Beta Kappa,
Phi Kappa Phi, the student
senate, and reporter for cam-
pus. He won the Percival
Wood Clement essay contest
with his 3000 word entry
"The Constitution and Indi-
vidual Rights." During the
summer of 1948 he hitch-
hiked west to work in the
white pine blister rust con-
trol program in Glacier Na-
tional Park, Montana. And in
the summer of 1949 he
worked for Charles and
Katherine Savage as desk
clerk at the Asticou Inn in
Northeast Harbor. He fol-
lowed his father and his un-
cle into the law, and in 1951
he graduated from Yale Law
School, having served on the
Yale Law Journal.

In the summer of 1950, he
and a law school classmate
hitchhiked across Europe.
On the student ship bound
for Europe, he met Dorothy
Mae (Bonnie) Mumford.
They fell in love and were
married the following year
on June 16, 1951. Bonnie and
Ed shared 58 years of joyful,
caring, and loving life to-
gether until she died in
November 2009. They raised
four children: Edith, William,
Marjorie and Russell.

Ed served as law clerk to
Chief Judge Thomas W.
Swan of the U.S. Court of
Appeals, Second Circuit, be-
fore joining the law firm of
Cummings and Lockwood,
Stamford, Connecticut, in
1952.

During this period Ed and
Bonnie became active mem-
bers of the Religious Society
of Friends (Quakers). Their
faith sustained them through
life. In 1955, Ed left his
promising legal career to fol-
low a leading of the Spirit.
He took a job as a lobbyist
for the Friends Committee
on National Legislation, a
Quaker organization repre-
senting Friends' concerns for
peace and justice in the na-
tion's capital, and moved his
young family to the Wash-
ington, D.C., area. In 1962,
he became Executive Secre-
tary of the organization, and
headed its work until his re-
tirement in 1990. He and
Bonnie raised their four chil-
dren in the caring Quaker
community of Adelphi
Friends Meeting in Mary-
land.

During his time in Wash-
ington, he often testified be-
fore Senate and House com-
mittees. He worked in
support of creation of the
Peace Corps, a nuclear test
ban treaty, human rights, de-
velopment assistance to
needy countries, an end to
the military draft, and other
issues of concern to Quak-
ers.

His work in opposition to
the U.S. war in Vietnam was
strengthened by a two year
experience in Southeast Asia
(1967-1969) working for the
American Friends Service
Committee. During this peri-
od, with his family living in
Singapore, he traveled wide-
ly in the region, supporting
Quaker relief efforts in Viet-
nam and organizing five
Quaker International Confer-
ences and Seminars for
Diplomats and Young Lead-
ers. One memory he related
was that the fruits of this
work were evident when two
young l e a d e r s f r om
Malaysia and the Philip-
pines, countries in conflict
with each other at that time,
told Ed that their new-found
friendship with each other
meant: "if my country goes
to war against yours, I won't
join up myself and instead I
will set up an organization of
conscientious objectors."
This was peace work for the
long haul. He saw first-hand
the suffering of the people of
Vietnam, and he brought
that experience with him
when he returned to lobby-
ing on Capitol Hill in Wash-
ington, D.C.

During his 35 years work-
ing for the Quakers, he also
participated in Quaker-relat-
ed conferences in Eastern
Europe, the U.S.S.R. and Cu-
ba. In Washington, he
helped to organize a number
of coalitions on peace, hu-
man rights, United Nations
support, and developmental
aid. He served on the Board

of the American Friends Ser-
vice Committee, the National
Council of Churches, the
Center for International Poli-
cy, and 20/20 Vision. Some
of his work is detailed in a
book he co-authored, Wit-
ness in Washington: Fifty
Years of Friendly Persuasion,
(Friends United Press, 2nd
ed., 1994).

Upon retirement in 1990,
Ed was named Executive
Secretary Emeritus of the
Friends Committee on Na-
tional Legislation. He and
Bonnie moved from College
Park, Maryland to a solar
house they helped design
and build on Otter Cliff Road
in Bar Harbor. They became
active members of Acadia
Friends Meeting, which was
a great source of spiritual
enrichment and fellowship
for them. In Maine, Ed
helped to found the Friends
Committee on Maine Public
Policy, which has empha-
sized criminal justice and
Maine Indian issues. He also
helped found, and served as
chair, of the Board of the
MDI Restorative Justice Pro-
gram. Ed was a strong sup-
porter of environmental
causes, and a representative
to the 1999 Maine Global Cli-
mate Change Conference.
He received an honorary
Doctor of Laws degree from
Haverford College in 2002
for "devotion and support for
peace and justice through-
out the world, and commit-
ment to connecting Quaker
beliefs with political educa-
tion and action." In his late
eighties, he was an active
member of the Occupy
movement, and co-facilitated
a class in the Acadia Senior
College exploring the ques-
tion: "Does the moral arc of
the universe bend towards
justice?" and another on the
moral issues presented by
the development of artificial
intelligence.

Ed introduced his wife
and children to his love of
the outdoors, including a
10,000 mile camping trip vis-
iting national parks coast to
coast in 1966. But trips to
visit extended family in
Maine were always the high-
light, especially camping
and hiking in the Baxter Park
region and Mount Desert Is-
land. In 1993, at age 67, he
fulfilled a lifelong ambition
and canoed the Allagash
with his sons. At age 70 he
climbed Mount Katahdin for
the last time.

During his last years, Ed
found great joy spending
time with his grandchildren
and following their accom-
plishments. He attended all
the plays & musical perfor-
mances by Francis and Bon-
nie Mae Snyder at MDI High
School, and watched the
Bangor Daily News for de-
tails of track meet successes
of Roy and Sam Donnelly.
Their 86 year age difference
did not seem to matter when
he read to his granddaugh-
ter Blue Snyder.

He loved hiking and in the
year he turned 89 proudly

accomplished walking all the
carriage roads of Acadia Na-
tional Park within one sea-
son, faithfully highlighting
each on the MDI map. He en-
joyed cutting, splitting, and
stacking his own firewood,
working in the garden, and
reading widely and deeply.

As a boy, Edward perse-
vered in the daunting task of
giving the family dog a spe-
cial daily bath to cure a skin
condition, prompting his
grandmother to say, "Ed-
ward has stick-to-it-iveness."
This quality was present
throughout his life, in all its
aspects.

He was known to be
strong-willed but fair-mind-
ed, always taking time to lis-
ten. His life and work were
based in a deep faith. He had
a passion for a future he be-
lieved to be possible. Many,
many people were encour-
aged to take action for peace
and justice by his example.

Ed held high expectations
for himself, his family, and
the people he worked with,
and these could sometimes
be experienced as judgment
and asking too much. But
these expectations came
from a deep place of love
and generosity, and the love
always won out in the end.

Ed rose to the challenges
life presented to him. When
his dear wife Bonnie suf-
fered with progressing de-
mentia in her final years, Ed
was her devoted and loving
caregiver to the end. And
when his own end neared,
he faced death with courage
and faith.

Edward is survived by his
daughter, Edith Snyder Ly-
man and her husband,
Nicholas Lyman, of Bar Har-
bor, Maine; his son, William
Furnas Snyder and his wife,
Laura Muller, and their
daughter, Suzanna Blue Sny-
der, of Amherst, Mas-
sachusetts; his daughter,
Marjorie Blue Snyder, her
sons, Roy Mumford Donnel-
ly and Samuel Blue Donnel-
ly, and their father, Robert
William Donnelly, of Hamp-
den, Maine; his son, Russell
Mumford Snyder, and his
son, Francis Edward Snyder,
and daughter, Bonnie Mae
Snyder, and their mother,
Ellen Jane Finn, of Otter
Creek, Maine; his brother,
Ralph McCoy Snyder and his
wife, Mary Dirks Snyder, of
Belfast, Maine; and his sis-
ter, Mary Louise Snyder Dow
of Marrieta, Georgia.

A celebration of Ed Sny-
der's life will be held at 2
p.m. on Saturday, October
15, 2016, at the Neighbor-
hood House in Northeast
Harbor, Maine, under the
care of Acadia Friends Meet-
ing. All are welcome. Memo-
rial contributions may be
made to the Friends Com-
mittee on National Legisla-
tion https://fcnl.org/ at 245
2nd Street NE, Washington
DC 20002 or https://fcnl.org/
donate/honor/fcnl/.

FRANCES SUSEE READ

DOVER, DE - Frances
Susee Read, age 96, passed
away quietly at Silver Lake
Nursing Home in Dover, DE,
on June 5, 2016. Born in
Vanceboro, Maine, she was
the daughter of Ralph Eu-
gene Susee and Illa Bertha
Howland Susee.

Frances graduated Vale-
dictorian from Vanceboro
High in the Class of 1937.
She married Edgar F. Sewell
Sr., and lived in Wollaston,
MA, moved to Wyckoff, N.J.,
and then to West Stock-
bridge, MA., where they
raised their three children.
She instilled in her children a
love of reading and garden-
ing. Later in life she married
Meredith A. Read and lived
in Hinsdale, MA. There, she
was very active in the First
Congregational Church, and
was an active member of the
Century Club. She loved to
waltz, to read and write poet-
ry, and enjoyed quilting.
Frances was a dedicated gar-
dener as she and her hus-
band jointly worked to lov-
ingly renovate their 1791
house on their Peru Road
acreage. She took the long
view and planted grape
vines, berry bushes, aspara-
gus and rhubarb and many
trees at her several homes.
She and her husband were
adventurous and travelled to
such places as Haiti, Indone-
sia, Iran, Egypt, Spain, Mexi-
co and throughout Europe.
But she dearly loved her
family home in Vanceboro,
Maine, and shared that
home on the St. Croix River

with her children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchil-
dren. She spent her last
three years living with her
daughter, Christine and their
e x t e n d e d f am i l y i n
Wyoming, DE.

She was predeceased by a
grandson, Jeffrey Sewell;
and her husbands, Edgar F.
Sewell and Meredith A.
Read. She leaves to cherish
her memory her sister, Vi-
vian Irene Susee Mathews;
and her children, Edgar
Sewell Jr. (Nancy), Christine
Stillson (Lester) and Con-
stance Testa; her stepchil-
dren, Dale Read (Melanie),
Pamela Read Hardcastle and
Kevin Read (Diane) She will
be dearly missed by her
grandchildren, Sara Cameli
(Joseph), Daniel Stillson,
Michael Sewell (Molly), Mark
Sewell (Natasha), Matthew
Sewell (Megan), Martin
Sewell (Jennifer) and Jen-
nifer Sewell (Bryan Pilking-
ton), Al l ison McHugh
(Kevin), Stephanie Ballard
(Jeffrey), Asa Hardcastle,
Evan Hardcastle (Sarah),
Veronica Read, Aaron Read
(Beth) and Meghan Con-
stantinou (Nicholas); and
twenty great-grandchildren.

A memorial service will be
held at the First Congrega-
tional Church, Hinsdale,
September 3 at 11 a.m. In
lieu of flowers, a donation to
honor her memory may be
made to the Downeast Lakes
Land Trust, 4 Water Street,
Grand Lakes Stream, ME
04668.

Yiddishmambo
bandleader Irving
Fields dies at 101
BY EMILY LANGER
THE WASHINGTON POST

The music was played on
jukeboxes, on bandstands
and in the hotels of the
Catskills during those years
after World War II when
many first- and second-gen-
eration American Jews no
longer spoke Yiddish but
had not yet forgotten its
sound.

That era of transition
came with a musical form
all its own: the Yiddish or
Jewish mambo, a mashup of
Jewish folk songs, Yiddish
tunes and klezmer melodies
with the Latin rhythms that
took American ballrooms by
storm in the 1940s and ’50s.

Among Yiddish mambo’s
most exuberant exponents
was Irving Fields, a pianist,
bandleader, arranger and
songwriter who made a win-
ning contribution to the
genre with his 1959 album
“Bagels and Bongos.” Fields,
101, died Aug. 20 at his home
in New York City. The cause
was pneumonia, his wife,
Ruth Fields, said.

“Your Miami-bound
snowbird grandparents
weren’t the first Jews to em-
brace the mambo pace,”
reads an online promotion
for a remastered version of
Fields’s album, curated by
the nonprofit Idelsohn Soci-
ety for Musical Preservation
and released in 2005.

“Using Latin music as an
idiom of Jewish expression,
a new language of a hybrid-
ized, flexible Jewish identi-
ty was born,” the promo pro-
claimed — and with num-
bers such as “Mazeltov Me-
rengue” and “Miami Meren-
gue,” it was “bound to shake
some tuchuses enough to se-
riously throw off a game of
shuffleboard.”

Fields spent very nearly a
century in music, from his
boyhood performances in
the Yiddish theater of New
York and under the ac-
claimed Jewish cantor Yos-
sele Rosenblatt, to his time
as leader of the crowd-pleas-
ing Irving Fields Trio, to his
decades as a pianist on the
nightclub and lounge cir-
cuit.

Last year, he got a gig in
New York at the Park Lane
Hotel on Central Park South.
At 99, he would station his
walker next to the piano,
shake off the arthritis in his
fingers and take requests
from patrons. He told the
New York Times that he
might be “the oldest pianist
still working steady in the
world,” a claim that could
not immediately be verified,
though it could not be dis-
proved, either.

Adam Swanson, a pianist
and historian of American

popular music of the early
20th century, said in an in-
terview that Fields was “one
of the very last of the Tin
Pan Alley songwriters.” He
began studying music as a
boy on the Lower East Side,
where his parents, Russian
Jews who had fled the po-
groms, scraped together
money for piano lessons.

The investment paid off
when Izzy, as he was known,
found work during the De-
pression as a pianist on
cruise ships. During stops in
San Juan and Havana, he
acquired an abiding love of
the rumba, the merengue,
the cha-cha and other Latin
rhythms. “Go figure,” Swan-
son said. “He loved it, and
made a lot of people happy
with it.”

In the 1940s, Fields burst
onto the scene as a song-
writer with hits including
“Miami Beach Rhumba,”
popularized by bandleader
Xavier Cugat, and “Mana-
gua, Nicaragua,” recorded
by Guy Lombardo, Freddy
Martin and Kay Kyser. An-
other of Fields’s numbers,
“Chantez-Chantez,” was re-
corded by Dinah Shore and
was featured in the 1963 film
“Take Her, She’s Mine,”
starring Jimmy Stewart and
Sandra Dee.

Fields’s early work was
not explicitly Jewish in na-
ture. But Josh Dolgin, a Ca-
nadian producer and musi-
cian known as Socalled who
melds hip-hop and klezmer,
listens to “Miami Beach
Rhumba” and hears the
echoes of Russian folk
music.

“It’s basically a klezmer
riff,” Dolgin said in an inter-
view. “His Yiddish soul just
kept peeking out.”

Fields was neither the
first nor the last songwriter
of his era to combine Jewish
and Latin music. But he
made a notable entry with
“Bagels and Bongos,” a title,
he said, that came to him as
he bit into a bagel with lox.
The album, which sold a re-
ported 2 million copies, in-
cluded Latinized versions of
standards such as “My Yid-
dishe Momme,” “Raisins
and Almonds” and “Bei Mir
Bist Du Schon.”

As he aged, Fields endeav-
ored to stay current with
trends of the day, just as he
had during the Latin craze.
He learned piano versions of
Beyonce songs — to be pre-
pared for requests from
lounge patrons — and collab-
orated with Dolgin on the
2007 album “Ghettoblaster.”
A ditty Fields composed in
tribute to the riches of You-
Tube, where his music
achieved a degree of immor-
tality, attracted nearly 900,000
views on the website.

Jogger from
Florida struck
onHarrison road
BY JUDY HARRISON
BDN STAFF

HARRISON — A 34-year-
old jogger from Florida was
struck shortly before 9 a.m.
Friday on Haskell Hill Road,
according to the Cumber-
land County Sheriff’s Office.

William Fuller, whose
hometown was not released,
was taken to Central Maine
Medical Center in Lewiston
with life-threatening trau-
matic injuries, Capt. Scott
Stewart said in a press re-
lease.

Brianna Smith, 24, of Ot-
isfield was driving a 2000
Nissan Maxima when she
allegedly struck Fuller.

The cause of the crash re-
mains under investigation.
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