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Judge: Dump all guns in US into the ocean
BY AIMEE GREEN
THE OREGONIAN

As the killer stood before
him, Judge Kenneth Walker
couldn’t stay silent.

“If I could I would take all
the guns in America, put
them on big barges and go
dump them in the ocean,”
the judge told the defendant.
“Nobody would have a gun.
Not police, not security, not
anybody. We should elimi-
nate all of them. We could
save 33,000 people a year if
we didn’t have guns in this
country.”

Marcell Lee Daniel Jr.
had unleashed 30 bullets
during an afternoon drive-
by shooting of an innocent
man on a North Portland,
Oregon sidewalk. The man,
Andrew Coggins Jr., 24,
died.

The judge kept going.
“Australia after a major

shooting rounded up all the
guns, and they haven’t had
near the death that we do
here in this country,” he
said.

“I just saw last night a
statistic that 11,000 people in
America are murdered each
year and another 20,000 com-

mit suicide with guns,”
Walker said, referring to fig-
ures from the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

“They are a scourge of
this country and no one
should have one as far as I’m
concerned,” he said.
“There’s no defense to guns.
There’s just absolutely no
reason to have them. But it
is a right of people in this
country to own and possess
them, and I will not say any-
thing to affect that right.”

Walker, a Multnomah
County Circuit Court judge
for nearly 10 years and a
criminal defense attorney
before that for 25 years, sen-
tenced Daniel to 17 1/2 years
in prison.

The dead man’s mother,
Connie Holmes, said she ap-
preciated the judge’s com-
ments.

She and about a dozen
others who were related to
her son or knew him had
filled the courtroom Mon-
day, wearing T-shirts with
Coggins’ photo screen-print-
ed on them. They gasped
and sobbed as they spoke of
their loss.

The shooting happened

about 2:45 p.m. on June 30,
2014, as Coggins was stand-
ing in a grassy median in
front of the New Columbia
planned community at 4900
N. Fessenden St. talking to a
friend next to a broken down
Grand Marquis Mercury.

An unidentified driver
pulled up and Daniel, a pas-
senger, fired the barrage of 9
mm bullets. Two struck Cog-
gins, including a fatal bullet
that entered his back and
traveled to his chest. Anoth-
er man suffered a grazing
wound.

No one else was hit, but
bullets lodged in the nearby
home of an 8-year-old boy. It
was a warm summer day
and children played in the
streets and at McCoy Park,
less than a block away.

Police at the time said the
shooting was gang-related.
But Daniel’s defense attor-
ney, Ernest Warren Jr., said

it wasn’t. Coggins’ family
said he wasn’t involved in
gangs.

Warren said Daniel and
Coggins didn’t know each
other — and Coggins wasn’t
the intended target.

Prosecutor Amanda
Nadell declined to elaborate
on Daniel’s motive or target.

A year passed before Dan-
iel was indicted. By then, he
was already in jail under
accusations that he shot a
20-year-old man outside a
North Portland bar in May
2015.

As part of the plea agree-
ment, charges for the bar
shooting were dismissed. In
the killing of Coggins, Dan-
iel pleaded guilty to first-de-
gree manslaughter and at-
tempted murder for the
grazing wound to the other
man.

Some of Coggins’ rela-
tives said they forgave Dan-
iel.

“I really do hate you for

taking him from me,” Cog-
gins’ mother said during the
sentencing hearing. “But I
have to find somewhere in
my heart to forgive you.
Drew was in the wrong place
at the wrong time. But it was
really messed up, … taking
him from us like that.”

A man who identified him-
self as Coggins’ older brother
stood up and spoke directly to
Daniel: “I’d like you to apolo-
gize to my mom.”

Daniel replied: “I’m sorry
for your loss.”

The apology was met with
head shakes from some of
Coggins’ family, who want-
ed Daniel to take direct re-
sponsibility for the killing.

One of them uttered aloud
what they thought would
have been a more appropri-
ate apology: “Sorry for your
reckless actions, to kill an
innocent person.”

Family members said
that at the time of the kill-
ing, Coggins was working to

start a clothing company
and rebuild his life after
serving more than four
years in prison for stabbing
a relative in the forearm in
2009 when he was 19. Family
members this week said
they thought Coggins was
trying to protect them dur-
ing the stabbing.

Coggins was one of 25 peo-
ple who were killed through
homicidal gun violence in
Portland in 2015.

Walker, the judge, said he
made his comments because
it’s frustrating to see all the
deaths caused by gun vio-
lence.

Warren, the defense attor-
ney and a former law part-
ner of Walker’s, said he
thought the judge’s com-
ments in court were “re-
markable.” Warren said
he’s has handled about five
similar gun-violence cases
each year for the past quar-
ter-century.

“It’s very sad,” he said.

“We should eliminate
all of them. We could
save 33,000 people a
year if we didn’t have
guns in this country.”
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Pre-Columbian tombs found in Guatemala
REUTERS

GUATEMALA CITY —
Guatemalan archaeologists
hope two tombs uncovered
in Peten, Guatemala, will
shed light on a clash be-
tween two kingdoms located
in the Maya Lowlands dur-
ing the Classic Maya period
from 250 to 900 A.D.

The tombs in Peten, 310
miles from the capital, Gua-
temala City, escaped de-
cades of looting at the site, a
group of archaeologists told
a news conference on Mon-
day.

Beginning in 2000, archae-
ologist Francisco Estrada-
Belli, who directs Boston
University’s Holmul Ar-
chaeological Project, and his
team have protected the site
— the Classic Maya city of
Holmul — employing four

park rangers to guard it
from looters. The rangers
also protect Holmul’s struc-
tures from erosion through
the use of roofs.

As a result, the coordina-
tor of the foundation for
Maya Cultural and Natural
Heritage, Hector Escobedo,
said structures at Holmul
were among the best pre-
served in the Maya region.

Archaeologists told re-
porters the findings were
important because one of
the tombs — dating to be-
tween 650 and 700 A.D. —
could be that of a ruler.

Kaanul and Tikal, two
kingdoms from that period,
competed with each other
for control of resources and
adjoining cities.

In another tomb in Hol-
mul, the remains of a mid-
dle-aged person were found,

accompanied by vessels and
jade ornaments. A jade
necklace could be a “war
trophy,” Estrada-Belli at the
National Palace of Culture
said.

“This is the first major
find of this kind. The offer-
ings include some elaborate
ceramics and objects of bone
and shell,” Estrada-Belli
said. “The most interesting
is one that has an inscrip-
tion that states that the ob-
ject is a jade necklace piece
and belongs to a king from
another place.”
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