
Bangor Daily News, Tuesday, October 20, 2015 C7

Eastport hires new police chief
BY JOHANNA S. BILLINGS
BDN STAFF

EASTPORT — The city of
Eastport has a new police
chief.

Dale Earle was officially
appointed at a City Council
meeting Wednesday, Oct. 14,
by a vote of 3-2.

Council President Mary
Repole said city Manager
Elaine Abbott made the rec-
ommendation in accordance
with Eastport’s charter.

“It was a tough decision,
and it took a long time to
make,” said Abbott, who
narrowed the field down to
two before making a choice.

“I trusted [Abbott’s] judg-
ment that that was the best
choice,” Repole said.

Repole voted to hire Earle
as did councilors Colleen
Dana-Cummings and Mike
Cummings. Opposing were
councilors Rocky Archer
and Gilbert Murphy.

Earle began his duties the
next day at an annual salary
of $48,000. He did not sign a
contract. In addition to the
chief, the department has
two full-time officers. An-
other six part-time officers
complete the roster.

“I want the public to know
that we’re here to serve,”
Earle said Monday. “If they
need something, all they
have to do is call.”

Earle replaces Frances
LaCoute, who resigned Sept.
15 after only eight months
on the job. Her last day was

Oct. 15. She also received a
$48,000 salary.

Earle said his career has
come full circle.

“I grew up in Washington
County and I started my po-
lice career in 1978 and 1979
at Eastport Police Depart-
ment,” he said.

From there, he worked for
several fire departments be-
fore working as a Maine
State Police trooper from
1982 to 2002. He also worked
part time for a while as a
deputy under former Wash-
ington County Sheriff Joe
Tibbetts, he said.

He came out of retirement
to take the position in East-
port.

“I hit the ground running.
I’m excited,” he said. “It’s

just like I never left.”
Earle remembers former

Eastport Police Chief Ken
Avery telling him in the early
1980s to consider coming back
to Eastport when he retired
from the state police.

“That always stuck with
me,” he said.

Earle is a fourth genera-
tion police officer, he said.

His father, James Earle,
worked for both the Calais
Police Department and the
Washington County Sher-
iff’s Department. His fa-
ther’s father, Brewster
Earle, was a deputy sheriff
in Androscoggin County.
His great-grandfather on his
mother’s side, Howard Eye,
worked for the Milltown po-
lice.

Caribouwomandies fromcrash injuries
BY JULIA BAYLY
BDN STAFF

CARIBOU — Funeral ar-
rangements have been set
for a Caribou woman who
died over the weekend as a
result of a car crash in West-
field, it was announced Mon-
day.

Linda Beidelman, 68, was
a passenger in a car driven
by her husband, 77-year-old
Charles Beidelman, on Fri-
day when their vehicle was
struck by a 2011 Mazda driv-
en by Kristen Cook, 25, on
U.S. Route 1 near Mars Hill,
according to Maine State Po-

lice Sgt. Chad Fuller.
Beidelman tried to avoid

Cook’s northbound vehicle
when it crossed over into his
lane as he was headed south,
but the Mazda struck the
front of Beidelman’s 2012
Chevrolet Cruze on the front
passenger side, Fuller said.

All three victims were
taken to The Aroostook
Medical Center in Presque
Isle. Cook and Linda Beidel-
man were taken by aircraft
to EMMC in Bangor, the ser-
geant said. Beidelman died
Saturday, according to her
obituary in the Bangor Daily
News.

Cook remains at EMMC
where she is listed in fair
condition, according to a
hospital spokesman Monday
afternoon.

Charles Beidelman had
been taken to The Aroostook
Medical Center and calls for
an update on his condition
were not immediately re-
turned late Monday.

Linda Beidelman was a
graduate of Van Buren
High School and a former
caseworker for the Maine
Department of Health and
Human Services in Cari-
bou, according to her obit-
uary.

Judge lowers bail
for Rockport man
accused of assault
BY STEPHEN BETTS
BDN STAFF

ROCKPORT — Bail was
lowered Monday for a
55-year-old Rockport man
accused of sexually assault-
ing another man on Sunday.

Defense attorney James
Mason was able to win his
bail reduction request for
T y r o n e
Trask at
Trask’s ini-
tial court ap-
pearance in
Knox Coun-
ty Unified
Court. There
is a state-
wide prose-
cutorial con-
ference being held this
week, and no prosecutors
were at the hearing.

Trask is charged with un-
lawful sexual contact, assault
and disorderly conduct. A
bail commissioner initially
set bail at $2,500 cash.

The district attorney’s of-

fice filed a written request
with the court to have bail
increased to $5,000 cash. The
prosecution pointed out in
its paperwork that Trask
has a criminal record dating
back to 1979. The convic-
tions include a gross sexual
misconduct from 1986, more
than a half dozen assaults
including four assaults
against officers.

The affidavit filed by
Rockport police for the new
charge, states that one man
reported Sunday morning
that Trask had grabbed him
in a way that could be inter-
preted as being of a sexual
nature. Upon being arrest-
ed, Trask threatened to
have the officer killed, ac-
cording to the affidavit.

Defense attorney for the
day, Mason asked for cash
bail of $500.

In the end, Judge Joseph
Field lowered bail to $1,000
unsecured. He also ordered
Trask to be screened by
Maine Pretrial Services.

Trask

USofficials to expandTakata air bag recall probe
BY DAVID MORGAN
REUTERS

WASHINGTON — U.S.
regulators signaled on Mon-
day that their investigation
into Takata Corp. air bag
inflators will expand beyond
11 automakers, amid signs
that vehicle design could
play a role in whether the
devices pose a deadly risk to
the public.

National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration
chief Mark Rosekind said
his agency can add more
auto manufacturers to the
consent order that regula-
tors announced with Taka-
ta in May. He said some
carmakers also could begin
to move more quickly when
they suspect a potential
problem.

On Thursday, NHTSA ex-
pects to make a case in pub-
lic that it should coordinate
the Takata recall to ensure
that an estimated 23.4 mil-
lion air bag inflators in-
stalled in 19.2 million U.S.
vehicles from 11 automakers
are properly replaced.

“We’ll try to be very spe-
cific on Thursday, but it
goes beyond the 11,” Rose-
kind told reporters.

“All of these are fitting
under the investigation we
currently have. And we’ll be
talking about all of those,”
he said.

The air bag inflators,
which can explode with too
much force and spray metal
shrapnel into passenger
compartments, have been

linked to at least eight
deaths and more than 100
injuries worldwide.

Rosekind’s comments
follow news in August
that regulators directed
the U.S. units of Volkswa-

gen AG to provide infor-
mation on the June rup-
ture of a Takata side air
bag in a 2015 model VW
Tiguan. The report does
not fit the pattern of other
cases, which have in-

volved front air bags of
older model vehicles.

Rosekind also said he be-
lieves automakers could
follow the lead of General
Motors Co. by moving
quickly on Takata-related

recalls as additional atten-
tion is focused on the dan-
ger.

“It would not surprise me
if other people decide to deal
earlier and faster with these
issues,” Rosekind said.

Over the weekend, GM re-
called about 400 vehicles in
the United States after being
notified by Takata that tests
at a production plant in
Mexico showed failures of
side air bags. The Takata
tests were performed on Oct.
5, and it notified GM the fol-
lowing day.

The GM recall affects six
models produced earlier
this year, mainly in Febru-
ary and March, including
the Chevrolet Equinox and
Chevrolet Malibu. No inju-
ries or deaths have been re-
ported in this specific recall,
a GM spokesman said.

Experts say the ammoni-
um nitrate used as a chemi-
cal accelerator in the infla-
tors could become unstable
after being exposed to high
humidity over a period of
time. Some have suggested
that auto design, including
how well sealed passenger
compartments are against
humidity, could also be a
factor.

“Think about age, high
humidity, all the different
factors. Now you add design
of the vehicle,” Rosekind
said.

Newer Takata inflators
have not been shown to be a
problem, he added.

“So far the testing is
showing that the newer ones
seem to be solid,” Rosekind
said.

Takata said in a news re-
lease on Monday that it has
increased production of air
bag replacement kits to 1
million per month.

REUTERS FILE

A visitor walks past a Takata Corp. display at a showroom in Tokyo in 2014. Takata Corp. said it would work with U.S.
safety regulators and automakers if an expanded recall of vehicles with potentially defective air bags is needed as
urged by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

Clintonman
chargedwith
sex crimes
BY NOK-NOI RICKER
BDN STAFF

CLINTON — A 28-year-
old local man is facing
three felony sexual as-
sault or sexual abuse
charges for crimes involv-
ing a child, Clinton police
Chief Craig Johnson said
Monday.

A d a m
Dyer, 28,
was charged
with two
counts of
gross sexual
assault, a
Class B
crime, and
s e x u a l
abuse of a minor, a Class C
crime, on Friday after an
investigation by Sgt. Stanley
Bell, the chief said.

The victim is a young
teenager, according to John-
son.

Bell’s investigation was
assisted by Maine State
Police Detective Christo-
pher Tremblay, the chief
said.

“A search warrant was
applied for and an arrest
warrant was applied for and,
obviously, they were both
approved and executed Fri-
day night,” Johnson said. “It
was a joint investigation be-
tween us and Maine State
Police.”

Officers from both law en-
forcement agencies conduct-
ed the search and evidence
was removed from Dyer’s
home, which is where the
crimes allegedly occurred,
the police chief said.

Dyer was taken to Ken-
nebec County Jail, where
he remained Monday af-
ternoon, a jail official
said. He faces a penalty of
up to 10 years in prison if
convicted of one of the
Class B crimes.

Dyer

Brunswick settles tax dispute with
Midcoast redevelopment agency
BY WALTER WUTHMANN
THE FORECASTER

BRUNSWICK — The town
and the Midcoast Regional Re-
development Authority re-
solved a tax dispute that last-
ed more than three years.

Terms of the settlement
were announced at the Oct. 5
Town Council meeting.

At issue was 93,000 square
feet of space at Hangar 6 at the
Brunswick Executive Air-
port, leased to Kestrel Avia-
tion Co. by MRRA.

MRRA argued that Kes-
trel’s operations fall under the
state’s definition of “aeronau-
tical purposes,” which would
exempt the company from
paying municipal property
taxes.

The town maintained that
Kestrel’s operations are pri-
marily focused on research
and development, not full-
time aircraft construction or
maintenance, and thus do not
fit the state’s definition.

MRRA in April 2014 filed a
lawsuit in Cumberland Coun-
ty Superior Court.

But Town Manager John
Eldridge on Monday said the
two sides reached an out-of-
court settlement.

In the agreement, he said,
the “properties that were
questioned will be deemed
taxable by the (town’s) tax as-
sessor.”

But in exchange, the town
agreed to amend the terms of
two tax increment financing
districts on the former base.

In the TIF district encom-
passing the airport, the prop-
erty taxes coming from any
“aeronautical business,”
which is defined in the new
agreement, will be eligible for
100 percent reimbursement to
MRRA.

Kestrel is considered an
aeronautical business in the
language of the agreement.

What that means, effective-
ly, is that MRRA pays the
property taxes for their les-
see, but that money then goes
into the special TIF account.
MRRA can then apply,
through the town, to get all of
that money back for future
development purposes.

MRRA had already paid
$238,000 in property taxes for
Kestrel during the tax dis-
pute. That money will now go
straight into the TIF account,
according to Eldridge.

Because more money will
be flowing in and out of the
TIF accounts, the cap for total
reimbursement to MRRA was
raised from $12 million to $15
million, Eldridge said in an
interview Wednesday.

“Instead of no tax … we
agreedtoamendtheprogramto
provide 100 percent reimburse-
ment on some properties,” El-
dridge said. “That gives both of
us some certainty.”

In addition, the agreement
lowers the maximum amount
of TIF funding MRRA is eligi-
ble for from accounts at
Brunswick Landing, from 50
percent to 25 percent.

In a recent interview,
MRRA Executive Director
Steve Levesque called the deal
“a good compromise.”

“The town doesn’t lose rev-
enues, and MRRA is allowed
to market (these properties)
competitively,” he said.

New elementary school for
Brunswick back on the table
BY WALTER WUTHMANN
THE FORECASTER

BRUNSWICK — First, it
was going to be two school
renovations.

Now, it’s looking like the
town may be asked to build
a new elementary school,
and do minor renovations at
Brunswick Junior High
School.

In the continuing effort to
come up with a solution for
fixing two aging schools, the
School Board on Wednesday
asked its architect for up-
dated cost estimates for con-
structing a new elementary
school on the site of the Jor-
dan Acres School, and re-
pairing the junior high.

The board also requested
updated numbers for how
much a more substantial
renovation of Coffin Ele-
mentary School would cost.

The board had originally
recommended a more than
$12 million repair plan for
the elementary and junior
high schools. That proposal
was rejected by the Town
Council.

On Wednesday, several
board members stressed the
importance of moving for-
ward quickly, starting with
limiting the number of op-
tions.

Board member Rich Ellis
warned that “opening up
Pandora’s box, with dozens
of options … would be a di-
sastrous (route) to go down.”

Instead, they asked Lyn-
don Keck, of PDT Archi-
tects, to update the cost pro-
jections for a new elementa-
ry school on the site of the
old Jordan Acres school, an
option they’d previously ex-
plored before deciding to go
with the $12 million repair
plan.

Jordan Acres was closed
in 2011 after a ceiling beam
cracked from the winter
snow load. When the board
presented plans to replace it
with a new elementary
school in 2014, it was widely
criticized by the public.

The School Department,
according to Superinten-
dent Paul Perzanoski, still
has $21,000 in its retainer
with PDT. Keck on Wednes-
day estimated that just up-
dating the cost projections
would cost between $2,000
and $5,000.

The board is aiming to
put a bond for the new
school project on the ballot
in June or November 2016.
When it looked at the cost of
building a new elementary
school at Jordan Acres last
year, the estimate was
around $26 million.

Board member Sarah
Singer advocated for the No-
vember goal, stressing the
importance of doing com-
munity outreach before the
vote.

“We do not want to be in a
situation where this goes to
bond, and fails,” she said.


