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In the Oct. 10 Bangor
Daily News “What Is

It?” a pulley from a hay-
moving trolley system

was correctly identified
by Erny Levesque of

Saint David, Jeff Orchard of Charlotte, O.K. Blackstone of
Caribou, Brenda Harrington of Spruce Head, Bill Carter of
Castine, Vicki Stanley of Mattawamkeag and Andrea Pelle-
tier of Fort Fairfield.

Send your answers for this
week’s What Is It (above) to:
Robert Croul, 1095 North Road,
Newburgh, Maine 04444.
Readers may respond by email
to recestate@midmaine.com.
Be sure to write “What is it?” in
the subject line.

WHAT IS IT?

ROBERT
CROUL

How to lead is the issue in Portlandmayoral race
BY DAVID HARRY
THE FORECASTER

PORTLAND — “Leader-
ship” is the key word in the
mayoral race between in-
cumbent Mayor Michael
Brennan and challengers
Ethan Strimling and Tom
MacMillan.

Brennan, 62, of 49 Wel-
lington Road, says he has
shown leadership in a vari-
ety of ways since elected in
2011.

Strimling, 47, of 211 Spring
St., says he will lead by work-
ing with city councilors in
ways Brennan has not.

MacMillan, 29, of 24A
Deering Ave., says he will
lead by including residents
neglected or harmed by poli-
cies his opponents have en-
dorsed.

Brennan is a licensed so-
cial worker who served four
terms in the Maine House of
Representatives and three
in the state Senate, where he
rose to Senate president.

Strimling finished second
to Brennan in the 2011 may-
oral race. He served three
terms in the state Senate.
Brennan and Strimling each
ran unsuccessfully in 2008
for the 1st Congressional
District seat now held by
U.S. Rep. Chellie Pingree, D-
Maine.

MacMillan ran unsuc-
cessfully in 2012 for the state
House of Representatives
seat held by Rep. Matthew
Moonen, D-Portland. He was
a lead organizer in the 2013
referendum question to de-
criminalize marijuana and
the 2014 effort to block the
sale of part of Congress
Square to the owners of the
Westin Harborview Hotel.

Just after announcing his
candidacy in August, Strim-
ling began racking up en-
dorsements, including four
of eight city councilors and
seven of nine school board
members.

On Oct. 12, Strimling was
endorsed by former Mayors
Cheryl Leeman, Ann Pring-
le, Jack Dawson, Linda
Abromson and Tom Allen
(also a former congress-
man). Three days later, he
gained endorsements from
state Sen. Anne Haskell and
state Reps. Mark Dion and
Diane Russell, all Demo-
crats serving Portland.

Strimling has also been
endorsed by unions repre-
senting city firefighters,
construction laborers, sheet
metal workers and pipefit-
ters.

Brennan has been en-
dorsed by six state legisla-
tors, including Sen. Justin
Alfond, D-Portland. On Mon-
day, state House Speaker
Mark Eves, D-North Ber-
wick, endorsed Brennan.

MacMillan’s endorse-
ments include School Board
member Holly Seeliger, for-
mer board member Ben
Meiklejohn, Portland Water
District Trustee Nisha Swin-
ton, and former state Rep.
Harlan Baker, D-Portland.

The election is run with-
out party affiliations, but
uses the “ranked choice”
method that creates an in-
stant runoff if a candidate
fails to earn 50 percent of the
first-ballot vote.

Election Day is Nov. 3.

Michael Brennan
Brennan, the first popu-

larly elected mayor since
1923, said he is running on a
record that delivered results
on what voters wanted most.

“What is up for discus-
sion is my record for the last
four years and how well the
city has done,” he said. “By
almost any metric, the city
is doing quite well.”

Brennan said achieve-
ments âˆ’ including in-
creased private investments
in the city, improving grades
at two city schools deemed
to be failing by the state, ef-
forts to boost maritime in-
dustries and the passage of a
city-wide minimum wage âˆ’
weren’t done alone, but do
embrace what he heard from
voters in 2011.

“My interpretation of
reading the (City Charter)
was to go into the communi-
ty and build coalitions,” he
said.

On Oct. 9, he set out an
agenda for a second term,
including combating sub-
stance abuse, building more
affordable housing and in-
vestments to improve city
services and infrastructure.

“I feel the mayor’s posi-
tion has shown incredible
added value to the city of
Portland. Millions of dollars
in bond money has come to
the city,” Brennan said, par-
ticularly state aid for work
at Hall Elementary School,
the expansion of the Inter-
national Marine Terminal
and support for the Portland
Fish Exchange.

Brennan said he also ex-
pects his second term to be
successful because of the ad-
dition of City Manager Jon
Jennings.

“You have to have a city
manager who can make
things work,” he said.

Brennan established sub-
committees on the mini-
mum wage, food insecurity
and substance abuse. Civic
leaders, business owners,
academics and leaders of
nonprofits have been in-
volved, and he said the re-
sults are tangible.

“We have pulled people
together who would not or-
dinarily talk to each other,
and moved forward on these
issues,” Brennan said.

Brennan opposes the two
referendum questions on
the city ballot.

The first would set a
$15-per-hour minimum
wage by July 1, 2019. By
rules of the charter, the citi-
zen initiative question can-
not be applied to municipal
employees.

A $10.10 minimum wage
enacted by city councilors
will go into effect Jan. 1,
2016, almost two years after

the first minimum wage
subcommittee meeting.

“Passing the minimum
wage was a huge step for-
ward for the city; it will
make a huge difference for
all the workers,” Brennan
said, adding he has not seen
the “metrics” that show the
proposed $15 wage is a “liv-
ing wage.”

Ethan Strimling
Since losing to Brennan

in an instant runoff in 2011,
Strimling said he views the
mayoral job differently.

“(Then) I think I saw the
mayor’s role more as the
chief executive,” he said.
“Now I see it as chairman of
the board. You are being
elected to lead the council.
The city manager is the
CEO.”

Strimling has criticized
Brennan for failing to lead
in a cohesive manner that
considers all sides, particu-
larly of the budget proceed-
ings this year and the pro-
tracted debate on providing
assistance to asylum seek-
ers who were to be cut off
from state General Assis-
tance eligibility.

“Your job is to try to bring
(the council) together and to
work and communicate
with that body,” Strimling
said. “You are never going
to get consensus every time,
but it has to be your goal.”

He points to his experi-
ence as executive director of
LearningWorks, which pro-
vides educational opportu-
nities to disadvantaged
youth, to show how he will
listen more to the people
who have a stake in city
policy decisions.

Hepromised leadership that
will help make the city more
affordable, advocates building
150 more units of housing for
chronically homeless people
andestablishinganew“circuit
breaker” program to provide
property tax relief for some
residents.

Strimling said he will de-
mand more accountability
in city social service pro-
grams.

“We cannot defend a poli-
cy as ‘good’ if it has someone
in a shelter for 10 years; you
have to focus on the out-
come,” he said.

Strimling opposes both
referendum questions.

He said he supported the
enactment of the $10.10 min-
imum wage, but was disap-
pointed there was no in-
crease in the minimum for
workers who earn $30 a
month or more in tips.
Strimling also supports rais-
ing the state minimum wage
to $12 per hour.

“However, in other cities
where initiatives like $15
have passed, the cities pro-
vided a gradual five to
seven year implementation
timeline and started with
minimum wages well above
the national $7.25. That is
not the case with Question
1 in Portland,” Strimling

said, adding economists
have warned that setting a
minimum wage at more
than 60 percent of the area
median wage can lead to
job losses.

TomMacMillan
At every available turn,

MacMillan has positioned
himself as the choice for voters
unhappy with Brennan, Strim-
ling and the system in general.

“I think it is vital. I want
to win, but I know the sys-
tem is the problem,” he
said. “Most people are not
doing well, but they are not
heard.”

Originally a member of
the minimum wage subcom-
mittee established by Bren-
nan, MacMillan found the
increase insufficient and
supports Question 1 to cre-
ate the $15-per-hour living
wage.

The living wage is needed
because cost of living, espe-
cially rents, has soared in
the city, he said.

“A livable wage is not
just something that affects
20-year-olds or 16-year-
olds,” MacMillan said. “It
affects every demographic,
especially the old and
young.”

To help working families,
MacMillan also supports
rent control, banning credit
checks by landlords and ex-
tending the deadline for
renters to move from apart-
ments when their leases are
not renewed.

MacMillan said he was
forced out of a second cam-
paign against Moonen last
year when he had to move
from the district.

“If you have been a ten-
ant, your landlord should
not be able to raise your
rent and drive you out,” he
said.

MacMillan also supports
the zoning amendments and
added requirements for de-
velopers in Question 2, and
has criticized the city for
being too close to developers
in the past.

“I think views are like
parks in that they belong to
the commons and we
should not privatize them,”
he said. “I trust people to
make good decisions, and
this ordinance adds more
transparency to the pro-
cess. In a city where people
don’t feel listened to, more
transparency is a good
thing.”

MacMillan favors a more
democratic process by mak-
ing Planning Board positions
elected, and by providing
child care during City Coun-
cil meetings so more working
parents can attend.
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Three candidates for Portland’s mayor’s seat (from left) Tom MacMillan, Ethan Strim-
ling and Michael Brennan, spar in Hannaford Hall at the University of Southern Maine
on Oct. 7.


