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Voters in Lewiston and Auburn
might have another question to an-
swer on the ballot this November
in addition to a long list of state
referendums. This one will ask
them whether it’s time for Maine’s
Twin Cities to unite.

But with a possible vote loom-
ing, opponents in April launched a

campaign to preserve Lewiston and Auburn’s
separate governments. Residents on both sides
of the Androscoggin River fear losing their mu-
nicipal identities if the merger attempt succeeds
at the ballot box.

Proponents argue a merger will make local
government more efficient while providing a
similar level of service at a lower cost. One po-
lice department would be cheaper than two, the
argument goes. Same for other municipal de-
partments, such as public works. And propo-
nents argue that a combined population would
give the Twin Cities more political clout at the
state and federal levels.

If the Lewiston-Auburn effort succeeds, it will
be the first time two Maine cities have merged
in almost a century. But merger proponents will
have to contend with residents’ fear that any
gains in government efficiency and economic de-
velopment will come at the cost of their deep-
seated identification with their hometowns.

‘An existential threat’
On Monday, the Auburn City Council voted

4-3 to pass a resolve barring city staff from work-
ing on the clock with the joint charter commis-
sion, the panel that’s investigating the benefits
and drawbacks of a merger.

It’s unlikely, though, to interrupt the commis-
sion’s work, the bulk of which is complete, ac-
cording to Chip Morrison, a former Auburn city

manager and member of the commission. An
early version of the joint charter was released in
January, and New York-based consultant CGR is
due anytime to hand over an analysis of the po-
tential cost savings and efficiencies that could
come from a merged city.

The charter commission is working to finish
the draft charter as well as an analysis of how a
merger will affect the two cities before submit-
ting it to voters in Lewiston and Auburn for ap-
proval, which could happen as early as this No-
vember, Morrison said.

But residents in both cities aren’t comforted
by promises of cost savings and efficiencies.
Each city has a distinct background, history and
culture that residents fear they will lose if the
Twin Cities merge.

“We’re talking about 200 years of history. Peo-
ple love living in Auburn, and they love living
in Lewiston,” James Howaniec, a former Lewis-
ton mayor and chair of the anti-merger commit-
tee, said. “People really identify with their re-
spective cities.”

What it means to be a resident of either Lew-
iston or Auburn isn’t the same for everyone.
Leroy Walker, an Auburn city councilor and
member of the anti-merger committee, said a
merger would mean turning his back on 150
years of history of Auburn residents building a
great city.

Walker pointed to Auburn’s winning of the
1967 All-American City designation, which is
awarded annually to 10 cities that bring together

Maine review
Saturday/Sunday, May 21-22, 2016 Section D

bangordailynews.com

Market Review
D4

The vital
lesson
of good
intentions

We all know the direc-
tor of the National
Park Service visited
Maine this week to

discuss the Quimby family pro-
posal for creating a national park
— sorry, national monument. A
park would require the buy-in of
Maine’s elected officials in Wash-
ington. Monuments require only a
president, his pen and his phone
— pesky Congress ( and the Maine
Legislature) be
damned.

But did you
know we sacri-
ficed a bison in a
national park?
Out in Yellow-
stone, visitors
made a foolish de-
cision to “help” a
bison calf and
loaded it into
their car. Its mother and herd
subsequently rejected it, and it
had to be put down. Well-inten-
tioned people killed the very thing
they wanted to help. That example
reveals the tension in this never-
ending debate over Roxanne Qui-
mby’s land.

You can hear the positive inten-
tions in the way supporters de-
scribe the proposal. “[A] major
recreational attraction in the inte-
rior of northern Maine can be
part of a new economic founda-
tion that will create opportunities
for new businesses to start and
existing businesses to grow.”

That statement reportedly was
made by Lucas St. Clair at this
past week’s hearing with the Na-
tional Park Service. It sounds won-
derful. Who could be against it?
Well, I hate to pick nits, but don’t
we already have a major recre-
ational attraction in the interior of
northern Maine? Or did Janet
Mills and Chandler Woodcock mis-
place Baxter State Park some-
where while we weren’t watching?
(Mills, the attorney general, and
Woodcock, commissioner of the
Department of Inland Fisheries
and Wildlife, serve on the Baxter
State Park Authority.)

The hoped-for economic benefit
brought by federal involvement is
the core “good intention” offered
by supporters. Advocates declare
the past deceased, with a monu-
ment or park the beacon of hope
for future economic development.
At the same time, we hear an-
nouncements that there is often “
only one chance to act” to protect
this land, with the connotation
that the Maine woods are other-
wise in jeopardy; ravenous devel-
opers are circling like vultures.
Consistency mattereth not.

The “economic development”
message is a better public posi-
tion. Who doesn’t want jobs? It ne-
glects the fact that the “study”
done for Elliotsville Plantation,
Inc. — a dreaded corporation —
has holes large enough you could
drive a tri-axle through. The
200,000-acre variable known as
“Baxter” was never controlled for
in the analysis.

Yet, insofar as development
does threaten Maine’s forested
areas, it almost all stems from a
single industry: wind. Nearly all
large-scale developments in the
Unorganized Territory are wind
farms. Ironically, people who ex-
press the most concern about con-
servation are often the most vocal
champions of massive wind tow-
ers and the infrastructure —
power lines, roads and substa-
tions — it takes to sustain them.

Of course, park proponents
often claim opponents are really
the ones killing what they love by
looking a gift horse in the mouth
as the region’s economic struggles
continue. “If not a park, then
what?” It is a good question but
the wrong one.

Portland’s
moment
comeswith
growingpains

Portland is experiencing its
moment.

It has been enjoying ap-
pearances on a seemingly

endless supply of “best of” lists re-
garding its food, its beer, and its
startup environ-
ment. These
achievements are
worthy of celebra-
tion. I count
among my very
best friends and
colleagues some
of those who are
celebrated con-
tributors to these
scenes. But this
moment, one defined by growth,
is accompanied by growing pains.

First the caveats. What is going
on in Portland by way of its culi-
nary contributions, both gastro-
nomical and alcoholic, is incredi-
ble, and what is occurring in the
startup and entrepreneurship eco-
systems offers both hope and in-
spiration to those looking to do
business here for the long haul.
Portland is one of the very best
small cities in which to eat a
mind-blowing and creative meal,
drink a delicious beer and, in-
creasingly, explore starting a
company. Wearing my own busi-
ness hat, I hear great news in all
of this.

But talk with those who have
played music here for a long time,
and they’ll ask where all the ven-
ues have gone. Talk to the artists,
and they’ll ask where all the gal-
leries have gone. Talk to the rent-
ers, and they’ll ask where all the
affordable living space has gone.

One of my employees has been
trying to find an apartment on a
respectable budget for two
months. She has looked at dozens
of places and has come up short
every time. A friend suggested she
check out his apartment — he’s
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An employee holds a package of
medical marijuana as he works at
a dispensary belonging to Tikun
Olam, Israel’s largest medical
marijuana supplier, in Tel Aviv in
March.
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What counts
as ‘medical
marijuana’
varies
BY KENNETH E. LEONARD
THE CONVERSATION

On April 17, Pennsylvania be-
came the latest state to pass medi-
cal marijuana legislation, which
will take effect this month. And
recently Ohio’s House of Repre-
sentatives has passed a plan to
permit medical marijuana in the
state.

Research suggests that mari-
juana — or more specifically com-
pounds in marijuana — may have
potential as a treatment for epi-
lepsy and chronic pain, among
other conditions. However, more
research is needed to fully under-
stand any potential health bene-
fits from the substance.

As of this writing, 41 states
have legislation that permits med-
ical marijuana in some form.
However, the law in Texas is not
considered functional, because it
requires a physician to prescribe
marijuana. Since marijuana is il-
legal under federal law, doctors
can’t prescribe it. They can only
recommend it to patients. Louisi-
ana’s law had the same flaw, but
the state’s House of Representa-
tives just voted on new legislation
that should correct this problem.

As the director of the Research
Institute on Addictions at the Uni-
versity at Buffalo and a research-
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