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Ameager
gift to
those who
gave all

Save big on Memorial
Day!”

“Thank a Veteran
this Memorial Day!”

No.
I’m not the first person, nor

will I be the last, to point out the
reason we have Memorial Day. It
isn’t about barbe-
cues or big deals.
Nor is it about
thanking the per-
son with Veterans
plates on their
truck or marching
in their old uni-
form.

It is about hon-
oring those who
died in service to
their nation.

With ever-decreasing percent-
ages of the population serving in
uniform, the sense of distinction
between our martial holidays be-
comes lost. Veterans Day, Armed
Forces Day and Memorial Day
each have a vague military gloss,
thus they become about thanking
veterans and the troops on the
way to a long weekend.

At the same time, Americans
are growing more comfortable
with the exercise of military
power globally — as long as it
does not require them to serve.

This so-called civil-military di-
vide will become one of the major
challenges for our nation going
forward. When public opinion on
the use of force is divorced from
the direct consequences thereof, it
creates the potential for misad-
venture. Those decisions can, un-
fortunately, give us more names
to honor on Memorial Day.

It is something to be aware of
as we decide upon our next com-
mander in chief. None of the can-
didates remaining has ever served
their nation under arms. Nor
have the candidates had children
don the uniform and know what it
means to go into harm’s way. This
same story holds true for Con-
gress. We are reaching historic
lows in the number of veterans
serving in national elected office.
While they may be intelligent or
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Itdoesn’thavetobethisway.
I’veseenschools rifewith ignoranceandhatred.

BY CLARA BRADLEY
SPECIAL TO THE BDN

Iwas born in winter so
deep, with a whiteness so
thick and suffocating
that it strangled any
breath of color. I was sur-
rounded by a pale-faced
doctor and a herd of
white-uniformed nurses

who delivered me in Maine,
the second-whitest state in
America. Even in such a
white world, color clung to
me, somehow, forming a film
over my eyes so that I could
see the way the leaves flipped
from silver to green when
spring came.

By the fourth grade, I had
learned that color was a bad
thing, that being different was
a bad thing.
During recess,
I ran, letting
the brown dirt
stain my feet
and the yellow
sun burn my
skin, but the
pale, pigtailed
girls whis-
pered during
their double-dutch games that
I was the weirdest girl they’d
ever seen — a dressless,
pinkless, sparkle-less, jump-
ropeless freak. Meanwhile, the
boys unwillingly admitted I
was a good runner — for a
girl.

Later, they told me there
were things called races, as if
it was a sort of competition to
see who could win. They told
me that no matter how fast I
ran, I would always lose. My
mother is Asian, which makes
me Asian, which makes me
colored yellow, and colors are
ugly, so I lose. Their words
made my heart sink to my
toes and my blood curdle, and
nothing I could say could
change their cruel thoughts. I
felt wronged, so very, very
wronged. Seen, but not truly
seen. Heard, but never lis-
tened to. Seen and not heard
— I became the ideal girl,
forced into a cell of normalcy,
utterly ignored no matter how
hard I screamed for change.

Please, this imprisonment
can no longer continue. I am
not the only one.

Through my almond
“Asian” eyes, which are still
mocked for their purportedly
limited vision, I have seen so
much. I have seen people with
beautiful skin — skin that
looked like chocolate earth
and lullabies — gawked at by
others, even joked about to the
point that they did it to them-
selves.

I have seen people who com-
mitted no crime but to love
another get humiliated for
being gay. I have seen people
who did nothing but acknowl-
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Five health issues
candidates should
be talking about
BY JULIE ROVNER
KAISER HEALTH NEWS

References to the Afford-
able Care Act, sometimes
called Obamacare, have
been a regular feature of the
current presidential cam-
paign season.

For months, Republican
candidates have pledged to
repeal it, while Democrat
Hillary Clinton wants to
build on it and Democrat
Bernie Sanders wants to re-
place it with a government-
funded “ Medicare for All”
program.

But much of the policy
discussion stops there. Yet
the nation in the next few
years faces many important
decisions about health care,
most of which have little to
do with the controversial
federal health law. Here are
five issues candidates
should be discussing but
largely are not:

1. Out-of-pocket spend-

ing. Millions more people
— roughly 20 million, at last
count — now have health
insurance, thanks to the
new coverage options creat-
ed by the ACA. But most
people are also paying more
of their own medical bills
than ever before. And they
are noticing. A recent Gal-
lup survey found health
costs to be the top financial
problem faced by adults in
the United States, outpacing
low wages and housing
costs.

Employers, who still pro-
vide coverage to the majori-
ty of those with insurance,
also are battling rising
costs. They have been pass-
ing at least part of that
along by raising workers’
share of costs — including
premiums, deductibles and
the portions of medical bills
they must pay — far faster
than wages have been ris-
ing.

HowMaineGuardhelped secure theMexicanborder
BY JONATHAN BRATTEN
SPECIAL TO THE BDN

One hundred years ago, Mexico was
wracked by a civil war, as rival fac-
tions vied for power: Venustiano Car-
ranza, backed by the United States,
versus Emiliano Zapata, a revolution-
ary who was supported by renowned
fighter Pancho Villa.

In a series of battles, the
U.S.-backed forces defeated the revo-
lutionaries, so that by the end of 1915
most of Mexico was controlled by Car-
ranza. In a desperate gamble to try to
get the U.S. involved in the war, Villa
began raiding border towns in New
Mexico.

In response, the U.S. commander of
Fort Bliss, Brigadier General John J.
Pershing, mounted raids — to which
there were counter-raids — into 1916.
Tensions between the two countries
grew.

To help the border states, President
Woodrow Wilson authorized the acti-
vation of some 140,000 National
Guardsmen from across the nation in
what has since been referred to as “
The Great Call-up.”

This June will mark the 100th anni-
versary of the National Guard’s ser-
vice on the Mexican border, a little-re-
membered event in Maine’s history.
But for the men who traveled to Texas
in 1916, it was one of the most exciting
events of their lifetime — at least it
would have been but for their service

less than one year later in World War
I.

On June 19, 1916, orders arrived at
the adjutant general’s office at Camp
Keyes in Augusta. The Second Maine
Infantry Regiment — a descendant of
the old Civil War Second Maine Vol-
unteer Infantry Regiment — was to go
to the border. At the time, the Maine
National Guard consisted of the Sec-
ond Maine and 13 numbered batteries
of coast artillery regiments.

Instead of remove the coast artil-
lery from their vital position defend-

ing Maine’s shores, only the infantry
regiment would be sent to the border.
This caused much unhappiness in the
coast artillery outfits, and many men
requested transfers to the infantry to
be part of the “big show.” Rumors
abounded that the coast artillery
would be called up, but this announce-
ment never came to fruition.

From June 19 to 28, the Second
Maine gathered at Camp Keyes and
was recruited to full strength under
the command of Col. Frank Hume.
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COURTESY OF MAINE NATIONAL GUARD ARCHIVES

Guardsmen with the Second Maine during their assembly at Camp Keyes in
Augusta in 1916.

When public opinion
on the use of force is
divorced from the
direct consequences
thereof, it creates
the potential for

misadventure. Those
decisions can,

unfortunately, give us
more names to honor
on Memorial Day.


