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BY LUCAS ST. CLAIR
SPECIAL TO THE BDN

With President
Barack Obama’s
proclamation,
Maine is now
home to our
country’s newest
national monu-

ment.
While I know that the jour-

ney to this point has, at times,
been contentious, all of us who
care about the Katahdin region
can work together to make it
the premier tourist destination
in the interior of Maine.

With increased tourism, per-
manently protected traditional
uses and four
beautiful sea-
sons, the eco-
nomic opportu-
nities will
grow. It’s our
job to capitalize
on them with
an approach
built on Maine-
values and
focus on creat-
ing new jobs.

The evidence
from around the country is
clear: Katahdin Woods and Wa-
ters National Monument will
bring new energy and new peo-
ple to the region as folks recog-
nize the amazing quality of life
that’s available.

On the first day, the National
Park Service was on the ground
and working. There are park of-
fices in Millinocket and Patten,
and a superintendent and depu-
ty superintendent are on the
job.

The idea for a national monu-
ment grew out of hundreds —
maybe thousands — of conver-
sations, one cup of coffee and

one campfire at a time. The Na-
tional Park Service will contin-
ue those conversations.

In the coming weeks, the Na-
tional Park Service will begin
working on the management
plan for the national monument
with a series of listening ses-
sions that will ensure that local
voices are heard and included
in the process of making the
park a success.

Over many years, the idea
has changed and gotten better.
Supporters and opponents alike
influenced this proposal and
helped to refine it into some-
thing that is uniquely Maine.

Outdoor recreation is part of
the heritage and the culture of

our state. And
we’ve made
sure that the
activities that
we all care
about will be
permanently
protected.

With the cre-
ation of this
monument,
snowmobile
trails east of the
East Branch

will be guaranteed forever, along
with hunting on those lands
where it’s currently allowed.

We have talked a lot about
the economic benefits of a na-
tional monument — and those
are real and important. And I
know snowmobiling and hunt-
ing are critical to the economy
in northern Maine.

But they’re more than that.
They also are part of the fabric
of the communities and the fam-
ily traditions of the people who
live in the Katahdin region.
And I promise that they will be
protected.

NewenergyinKatahdinregion
Working together,Mainers can
makenationalmonument an
economic, environmental success
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Today, we are
so excited that

thousands more will
be inspired by this

amazing place that we
are proud to be part of
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Lucas St. Clair talks about Mount Katahdin from a lookout on
Elliotsville Plantation Inc. land in September 2013.
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Lessons fromwelcoming
aMuslim girl fleeingwar
Refugee raised inMaine
shared courage, kindness

BY JARRYL LARSON
SPECIAL TO THE BDN

Kadisha was the eighth daugh-
ter with seven sisters and four
brothers happily enjoying life in
Mogadishu before the 1990 war in-
terrupted her life at age 8. She
spent four years at a United Na-
tions refugee camp and six
months in Boston schools before
Lutheran Family Services intro-
duced her to our family. She was
a child not used to a quiet home,
who had lost contact with her
family, and she had never been to
school before her arrival.

We received her story and in-
formation about her culture and
Muslim beliefs. She knew much of
the Quran by heart, and she was
surprised that we knew about
Noah and the Great Flood. She
needed to pray five times a day,
and we quickly showed her east
in her room. Other children in the
home were Buddhists, and we
were Christian Methodists. We
made arrangements for her to
enter the eighth grade at the local
middle school. We were all grate-
ful that a young girl in the same
grade took a protective role of this
fearful child. Hillary, the protec-
tor, also was the daughter of a

member of the school board.
Kadisha was afraid to come to

church dinners, as she had been
taught to fear other religions —
similar to how we had been
taught not to go to a Catholic ser-
vice.

The kindness in her heart, how-
ever, would give her the courage
when the pastor’s African-Ameri-
can son invited her. When we
went to their home, he had taken
protective measures, as he knew
not all people are welcoming to
children of color. I assured her
the dinner and youth drama the-
ater were held in a fellowship
hall, not in the sanctuary. There
were so many things she was
learning, always with hesitation
and always with a kind heart.

When internet trolls
attack, we all lose

While I am horri-
fied, I am not
surprised by
what happened

to Leslie Jones. By now
most know
that the ac-
tress of Sat-
urday Night
Live and
“Ghost-
busters”
fame was
doxxed —
her person-
al files were
maliciously
sought out and intentional-
ly made public. Information
tied to her personal and fi-
nancial life were exposed,
as were nude photos.

I am not surprised for a
number of reasons. The at-
tack on Jones was just an-
other wave in a summer-
long series of racist and sex-
ist outbursts against her.
The initial wave, purported-
ly inspired by a leader of
the so-called alt-right, who
has since been banished
from Twitter, resulted in a
storm of hate speech direct-
ed toward the actress in the
name of clarifying whether
or not she is funny. Her
crime, in their eyes, is that
she is a woman — particu-

larly a black woman —
being lauded for being
funny. The alt-right, by the
way, is a mashup of conser-
vatism and proud troll cul-
ture that shares overlap
with white supremacism
and misogynistic outlooks.

I say I am not surprised
because people are sexist
and racist and many have
the tendency to pat them-
selves on the back for not
burning crosses on a daily
basis — or selling their sis-
ters and daughters into sexu-
al slavery — while not think-
ing twice about why, say,
they’re focused on destroy-
ing the life of a successful
black woman. And we know
the internet is a place that
provides many platforms
and approaches on which
these attitudes thrive.

There’s still
a chance to undo
the monument

C’est la vie. It is fait accompli. Seisin of
thousands of acres of Maine has been
signed over to the federal government.
Maybe the Obama administration will

rename Quimbyland something French.
Or maybe not. Within hours of the deeds be-

coming public, the name and
mailing address of the new
“monument” were announced
via a canned, pre-made web-
site: “ Katahdin Woods and
Waters,” care of Boston, Mas-
sachusetts.

It is an interesting name,
one that takes its cue from the
only iconic natural feature of
the area: Mount Katahdin,
which, of course, this new na-
tional monument does nothing to protect. “
The mountain of the people of Maine” had al-
ready been protected by a Mainer. And he did
it without help from the federal government
— actively opposing their involvement — or
money earned by moving businesses out of
Maine.

With Roxanne Quimby and President
Barack Obama’s action, the opinions of so
many — whether bipartisan majorities of the
Maine Legislature or communities in Penob-
scot County or Gov. Percival Baxter himself —
were trampled underfoot. Why? To wrap them-
selves in symbolism on the National Park Ser-
vice’s 100th anniversary. And because the
Obama administration is in its waning days
they were forced to act, as the clock is ticking.
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Jarryl Larson (right) with Kadisha
(center) in an undated photo.
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