
BY CHRISTOPHER BURNS
BDN STAFF

Anew era in aviation
began Monday, when
the Federal Aviation
Administration
cleared the way for
businesses to launch
small drones in the

national airspace.
It’s a development that could

untether the economic potential
of drones and the technology’s
promise to change how we live.
Drones already have shown
promise for use in real estate,
agriculture, construction and
utility inspections, news gath-
ering and search-and-rescue op-
erations.

Beyond simply clearing the
way for businesses to fly small
drones — defined by the FAA
as weighing less than 55 pounds
— the new commercial drone
rules clear away the ambiguity
about the FAA’s authority to
regulate them. Drones have
skyrocketed in popularity in re-
cent years, but the agency’s ef-
forts to regulate them in the
airspace have been sluggish.

These rules aren’t the end of
the drone debate. The agency
still must integrate other class-
es of drones into the airspace. It
also faces the challenge of en-
forcing the rules and resolving
conflicting local and state drone
regulations.

The new rules take down
some barriers to drone

flights, but there still are
constraints in place.

Under the new rules, opera-
tors cannot fly during the night-
time, above 400 feet and within
5 miles of an airport. Those op-
erators, according to the 624-
page rulebook, must be at least
16 years old.

The rules do permit commer-
cial transportation of goods
with a drone, but the drone can-
not fly beyond the line of sight.
(Sorry, Amazon. It’s going to be
a while before drone package
delivery is a thing.)

Before Monday, a real-estate
developer who wanted to take
aerial photographs of a proper-
ty with a small drone needed to
obtain special permission from
the FAA as well as pilot’s li-
cense. Now the FAA will allow
operators to fly drones after
passing an aeronautical knowl-
edge test at an agency-approved
facility and a background check
with the Transportation Securi-
ty Administration.

“This is a big barrier that’s
going to be taken down to allow
more commercial operators in
the airspace,” said Tom McMa-
hon, vice president of advocacy
and public affairs for the Asso-
ciation for Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles International, a trade
group. “This is certainly wel-
come by the industry.”

With the barrier taken
down for commercial flights of
small drones, the industry is
forecast to generate $82.1 bil-

lion in economic activity be-
tween 2015 and 2025, creating
more than 70,000 jobs directly
and indirectly, according to
the Association for Unmanned
Aerial Vehicles International.
Maine’s share of the drone
economy is projected to total
$641 million over that same

period, with 810 jobs created.
Not all drones, though, will

benefit from the new rules.
Chris Taylor, CEO of Gorham-
based Viking Unmanned Aerial
Solutions, said the operators
flying drones for real estate,
aerial photography and other
industries for simple purposes,

such as taking photographs,
will be the most likely benefi-
ciaries. That’s because their
use most closely aligns with the
content of the regulations.

Operators with more ambi-
tious plans, such as inspecting
pipelines, surveying farmlands
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Ever since a national
park for the Maine woods
was first proposed, I’ve kept
my mouth shut. I’m not
about to tell someone what
to do with their land. But
with the transfer to the fed-
eral government, more than
87,500 acres of the North
Woods just became my land.
And I get to have a say. So
do you. But with that, we
need to be educated to make
a good decision. Many
Mainers don’t know their
options.

Having served as a rang-
er in state and national
parks from Baxter to Yel-
lowstone, I’ve seen a lot of
options here and from
away. Everyone is assum-
ing national monument sta-
tus will lead to a new na-
tional park. Not so. The
donor is pushing in that di-
rection, but now we really
get a say as well. The feds,
with our input, can make a
national park, national for-
est, national wildlife refuge

or move the land to the U.S.
Bureau of Land Manage-
ment.

But what’s the difference
between all these agencies?
In a nutshell, the National
Park Service is directed to
preserve land in an unim-
paired way for the enjoy-
ment of the people; the U.S.
Forest Service has a man-
date to conserve land for
multiple uses; the U.S. Fish

and Wildlife Service is all
about conserving, manag-
ing and restoring plants
and animals; and the Bu-
reau of Land Management,
well, that’s usually termed
the “land that nobody want-
ed,” to quote my University
of Maine professor of parks
and recreation. It seems
that Mainers want to keep
and use the land, so it
would be in our best inter-

ests if the overseeing agen-
cy is either the park service
or forest service, but which
one?

Both agencies keep land
in its natural state — no
major developments, such
as Wal-Mart parking lots,
for instance. Both can have
designated monuments, wil-
derness areas and scenic
rivers to preserve really
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Maine should push for national forest
Knowing the
difference among
options is key

If only LePage
had stuck with his
disbelief of the media

Like the plot of a good
play, our protagonist
— Gov. Paul LePage
— probably should’ve

listened to his own advice.
He often states, with

equal parts
humor and
topical criti-
cism, that
he doesn’t
even believe
the obituar-
ies listed in
newspapers.
He isn’t
wrong.
There has
become a tendency to sensa-
tionalize the news, focusing
on attention-grabbing state-
ments to the detriment of
underlying substance.

So when a reporter pur-
portedly asked for the gov-
ernor’s response to Rep.
Drew Gattine calling him a
racist, he flew off the han-
dle.

From all accounts, Gat-
tine never used those
words. Had the governor
stuck with his disbelief of
media, the swirl of the last
few days never would have
occurred. And had the re-

porter stuck to piercing
questions on policy sur-
rounding drug trafficking
— rather than the petty per-
sonal politics of name-call-
ing — we’d be having a wel-
come debate on how to best
address Maine’s heroin cri-
sis.

But instead we are spend-
ing countless hours and col-
umn inches discussing an
intemperate voicemail. And
no two ways about it — the
governor was wrong. His
message was over the top
and unbecoming of his posi-
tion. He has recognized that
and offered an apology. Yet
in the last six years in
Maine, he is far from the
only individual to let dis-
agreements on policy spill
into personal attacks.

You saw it back in 2013
when Rep. Diane Russell
sought to sell the Blaine
House to punish Gov. Le-
Page. Why? Because she dis-
agreed with his position on
welfare reform.

Or, in the same year, we
watched Sen. Troy Jackson
as he sought to revoke gu-
bernatorial pensions be-

See Cianchette, Page D3See Forest, Page D3

See Drones, Page D3

Keeping
orderin
theskies

TheFAAhascleareddrones for takeoff,
butpolicingthemwillbeatoughjob
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Bangor-based photographer Monty Rand operates a quadcopter
he uses for aerial photography in July 2014.
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The view of Staircase Falls on the East Branch of the Penobscot River with Bald
Mountain in the background.


