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9/11 was
the birth
of my

adulthood

I
was in high school on 9/11,
and I remember it in the con-
text of a major unraveling.

My parents divorced;
teachers got busted for as-

saulting students; school shoot-
ings were becoming standard.
Later, everything my father and
George Carlin had been saying
about the Catholic Church was re-
vealed to be true.

I’d come to believe that these
occasions illustrated the reality
I’d always suspected was true —
the systems of authority I’d been
otherwise encouraged to trust

were hollow and
flimsy, built upon
a rickety founda-
tion. I used to
think these con-
clusions were ex-
clusive to my ex-
periences, but of
course they
weren’t.

This is, I guess,
what we learn in

the trial by fire that is high
school. As we enter adulthood, we
sort through how we want to rec-
oncile this reality. Do we double
down on belief in this authority
or do we commit to questioning
its validity?

Then, of course, the 9/11 at-
tacks happened — the day on
which the entire myth of Ameri-
can might and supremacy was
challenged and undone, the day
on which every one of these con-
firmed suspicions felt like my
only reality. I had known Ameri-
can supremacy and leadership
through might to be clumsy con-
cepts — more dogmatic than ra-
tional — but if my skepticism of
those concepts had come to domi-
nate my teenage years, the fall of
the towers and the terror that ac-
companied the spectacle were the-
ory entering reality.

Our age of security, of comfort-
able global supremacy, had come
to an end. Try as some might 15
years on, we can’t will it back into
existence.

In the same breath of our gasps
of horror at 9/11, I recall the de-
mands for revenge, ploys for bad
policy, justifications of xenopho-
bia and racism. I remember, a few
short years later, former New
York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani
selling a presidential candidacy
based upon the foreign policy
blunders that followed that day.

Those memories, in many
ways, marked the birth of my con-
ceptual adulthood and the valida-
tion of everything I had previous-
ly, smugly, and in an adolescent
way, cheaply believed to be true.
Everything we’d been taught to
believe, embrace and take for
granted — the nearly utopian last
decade of the 20th century — was
lived on borrowed time.

This was the start of our new
era.

Earlier this year I visited the
9/11 Memorial Museum at
Ground Zero, which is like stand-
ing in the crater that wiped away
my teenage beforehand. I stood
there, looking up and imagining
the terrible reality that unfolded
there; imagining the terrible real-
ity our own policies have brought
to countless other lands, either in-
tentionally or inadvertently;
imagining the heat, seeing the
twisted metal, trying not to hyper-
ventilate and run away.

Later, I walked uptown a hand-
ful of blocks, finally making it to
Murray Street, which seems far

Themissing
maxim in
politics?

First, engage
your brain

I
was going to write a column
on income inequality this
week. Starting with the pass-
ing of Phyllis Schlafly on
Labor Day, it was going to

explore how family structure con-
tributes to the challenge, especial-
ly as women in my generation
continue to surpass men in degree
attainment.

Then NBC’s “Commander-in-
Chief” forum came on. I hadn’t
planned on watching it, but my
wife surpassed me in manage-

ment of the re-
mote control.

Hillary Clinton
won the coin toss
and came out
first. And I sat at
my desk, astound-
ed as she continu-
ally tried to con-
vince the audi-
ence that there is
some magic to a

“header” or “marking” when it
comes to classified material. The
subtext of her argument is, “if the
marking’s not there, I needn’t be
aware.”

To quote an older woman from
the GEICO commercials, “ that’s
not how any of this works!”

Executive Order 13526, signed
by President Barack Obama,
clearly states, “[i]nformation as-
signed a level of classification …
shall be considered as classified at
that level of classification despite
the omission of other required
markings.” That isn’t a vast right-
wing conspiracy; it is a regulation
promulgated by the Democratic
president she served under and
seeks to succeed. And by any ob-
jective measure, she violated it
and the nondisclosure agreement
she signed.

Unfortunately, it is easy for her
and her supporters to deflect from
these hard realities. Why? Be-
cause Republicans overplayed
their hand on her private email
server. By itself, her secret ac-
count was wrong-headed and a
mistake, but it wasn’t criminal.
Her lackadaisical approach to
classified information certainly
approached criminal behavior,
but her opponents wrapped the
disparate issues up together in
Two Minutes Hate. That makes le-
gitimate concerns easy to dismiss
as mere partisanship.

Meanwhile, the FBI is content
to let the court of public opinion
try her guilt, rather than appear-
ing to put its thumb on the scale
of a presidential election. Yet
judging from social media, that
“court” might not understand the
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Taking root
If marijuana legalization succeeds inMaine,
townswill have some decisions tomake

BY CHRISTOPHER BURNS
BDN STAFF

In November, voters could make Maine the
next state to legalize the recreational use of mar-
ijuana. Already, four states and the District of
Columbia allow residents to buy and use mari-
juana. At least eight other states — plus Maine
— could join them after the election.

What does this mean for municipalities
across the state? Under the referen-
dum, municipalities are free to regu-
late the industry as they see fit.
That includes banning marijuana
sales and limiting the number of
marijuana businesses within
their boundaries.

This is a conversation that
has started in Bangor, where the
City Council is weighing restric-
tions on the sale and use of the
drug. Among the policies the city
could adopt are an outright ban of
marijuana sales, allowing business-
es to open only in industrial zones
and an ordinance to regulate “objec-
tionable odors” from marijuana.

A win at the ballot box for the marijuana ref-
erendum won’t end the debate over the status of
the drug in Maine as local government consider
such restrictions.

Bangor isn’t without models for local marijua-
na regulations. In Colorado, where marijuana
sales have been legal since 2014, most municipal-
ities have exercised authority to regulate in dif-
ferent ways how the industry operates at the
local level.

There are key differences, though, between
the Centennial State’s and Pine Tree State’s ex-
periences. Not all municipalities have opened
their doors to the marijuana industry, but those
that have were motivated to give it room to grow

because taxes on marijuana sales are a lucrative
revenue stream. Maine municipalities, however,
are barred from levying local option sales taxes,
so those greenbacks from marijuana sales won’t
directly benefit those that welcome the industry.

A majority of municipalities in Colorado have
said no to retail marijuana. In 2012, 55 percent of
Colorado voters approved the passage of Amend-
ment 64, creating a constitutional right to use

and grow marijuana. The next year, vot-
ers also overwhelmingly supported an-

other amendment to set statewide 10
percent sale and 15 percent excise
taxes on marijuana.

Despite approval at the ballot
box, municipalities across Colo-
rado were less eager to embrace
legal marijuana. Amendment 64
left it up to individual munici-
palities to decide whether to let
the marijuana industry take
root.

This has created pockets of
marijuana-friendly communities

surrounding by others that have re-
mained completely marijuana-free. Of

the 271 municipalities in Colorado, 168
have outright prohibited the sale and cultivation
of retail marijuana, with another eight that have
moratoriums in place, according to the Colorado
Municipal League.

Kevin Brommer, deputy director of the Colo-
rado Municipal League, said officials at the local
level passed measures to prohibit retail marijua-
na sales as a response to anxiety that it could in-
crease in drug use among school-age children as
well as fuel crime in areas adjacent to marijuana
shops.

After two years, the most dire predictions
about legalization haven’t come to pass. One in
five Colorado teens reportedly used marijuana
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Maine
municipalities are
barred from levying

local option sales taxes,
so those greenbacks from
marijuana sales won’t
directly benefit those

that welcome
the industry

The FBI is content to
let the court of public
opinion try Hillary
Clinton’s guilt, rather
than appearing to put
its thumb on the scale

of a presidential
election. Yet judging
from social media, that
“court” might not

understand the subject
it is weighing.
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Ending a ‘life sentence
on an installment plan’
BY CHRISTOPHER POULOS
SPECIAL TO THE BDN

Our system of mass incarcera-
tion is not only immoral — it is
inefficient. The same people often
cycle in and out of the system re-
peatedly, sometimes for decades.

People don’t resume illegal ac-
tivity because they crave a life of
addiction, stress, court, prison
and shame. There is very little
glamour or satisfaction in the re-
ality of active addiction or illegal
behavior. I know because I lived
it.

On my journey from addiction

and incarceration to college, law
school, and serving at both the
White House and The Sentencing
Project, I’ve encountered thou-
sands of incarcerated folks. Only
one man told me he planned to re-
turn to his old behavior upon re-
lease. And even he said it was
only because this was all he knew
— he had abandoned hope. Every-
one else I met was determined to
do everything they could to suc-
ceed.

The problem is society does not
view people who have been incar-
cerated as returning citizens. So-
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