
BY CHRISTOPHER BURNS
BDN STAFF

The Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship, a proposed trade
pact between the U.S.
and 11 Pacific Rim na-
tions that would create
the world’s largest free-
trade zone, would have a
small but mostly benefi-

cial impact on Maine.
The state stands to see modest

gains from increased trade around
the Pacific Rim by 2032, according
to a draft analysis from the Marga-
ret Chase Smith Center at the Uni-
versity of Maine. Under the trade
pact, which will cover 40 percent
of the global economy, Mainers
will see slight income gains, allow-
ing them to buy more while boost-
ing exports of valuable Maine
products, especially lobster.

But the sheer size of the trade
pact has sparked concerns that it
will undermine U.S. manufactur-
ing and lead to job losses in Maine
and across the country. The pact
is likely to hasten losses in
Maine’s manufacturing sector, as
competition from low-cost imports
pushes struggling local producers
out of the marketplace.

“The effects on Maine and the
United States are going to be rela-
tively small. There will be some
losses hastened by the TPP … but
those losses will be very heavily
concentrated,” Philip Trostel, an
economist at UMaine and one of
the study’s lead authors, said.

Gains forMaine
Overall, the Pacific trade pact is

a net gain for the Maine economy,
though a small one, the report
concluded. Maine exports to TPP
nations, such as Japan and Viet-
nam, would increase by $143 mil-
lion per year. Maine exported $2.7
billion worth of goods last year.
Exports to Canada alone were val-
ued at $1.3 billion.

The increased trade would grow
the state’s gross domestic product
by $138 million annually, but that
also is a fraction of the value of
Maine’s GDP that reached about
$50 billion last year.

Gains under the TPP for Maine
are small because the U.S. already
has free trade agreements with six
of the 11 TPP nations, including
Maine’s most significant trading
partner, Canada, Trostel said. As a
result, tariffs already are low with
these nations and trade flows free-
ly.

The Obama administration has
said U.S. small businesses would
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Ballot questions are a terribleway tomake laws
If I told you an interest group

sent a legislator a draft bill
and told them to submit it as
is, no questions asked, most

would call foul
and cry “corrup-
tion!” And if that
same interest
group filled the
State House with
paid advocates de-
manding legisla-
tors only consider
a yes-or-no vote,
people would sus-
pect something
afoot. And they probably would be
right.

When we elect lawmakers, we
expect them to weigh various pro-
posals. Recognizing that a first
draft isn’t always the best, we em-
power the Legislature to amend
bills, sanding off rough edges and
trying to fashion the best solution
to the problem at hand. They
don’t — or, at least, shouldn’t —
capitulate to an advocacy group

simply because that group has a
lot of money or yells the loudest.

Yet when questions go on the
ballot — and the people take on
the role of lawmakers — the en-
tire construct is flipped on its
head. Mainers are forced make an
up-or-down choice. No amend-
ments allowed. And often the only
way to get the signatures neces-
sary to put a question on the bal-
lot is to spend gobs of money on
professional petitioners “ from
away.” Then the interest group
uses its hefty checkbook to flood
the airwaves with TV and radio
spots.

Still worse, the arguments ap-
pearing in the slick ads don’t al-
ways match reality. Remember
last year’s Clean Election ques-
tion? The one that promised all
sorts of great things, including
improved disclosure laws like re-
quiring the top three donors be
listed on commercials? Let me
ask: How many advertisements
supporting the gun control ques-

tion have you seen that list their
donors?

The answer? None. The group
that wrote the Clean Elections law
conveniently left themselves and
their compatriots — the interest
groups peddling ballot initiatives
— outside the law’s disclosure re-
quirements. Yes, the very same
disclosure requirements they
trumpeted as a major selling
point.

That is part of the perversity of
the referendum process. We con-
stantly hear how dangerous big
donors are when it comes to influ-
encing Maine legislators, tying
ourselves up in knots to combat
them. Yet most legislators can
easily run a race for a few thou-
sand dollars as long as they knock
on doors and adequately reflect
their district. No matter how
much money is spent by a GOP
candidate, you’re not going to see
a Republican House member from
Munjoy Hill in Portland.
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Doespact’s slow
death inCongress
meantheworld
isnowunsafe
for tradedeals?
BY CHARLES HANKLA
THE CONVERSATION

It seems that the world has be-
come unsafe for trade agree-
ments. In particular, the Trans-
Pacific Partnership, a major new

trade deal among the United
States and 11 other Pacific Rim na-
tions, has become a political light-
ning rod for both the left and the
right.

As if to highlight that fact once
again, Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell said recently
that he would not bring the TPP to
a vote until after the new presi-
dent takes office in January.

That’s bad news for the trade
agreement — and for President
Barack Obama, who sees its pas-
sage as the final plank in his for-
eign policy legacy and who is
pushing hard for a vote during
Congress’ post-election lame duck
session.

But the controversial Asian
pact is not the only trade agree-
ment potentially on the chopping
block. Last month, the European
Union’s trade commissioner, Ceci-
lia Malmstrom, decided not to fast-
track the EU-Canada Comprehen-
sive Economic and Trade Agree-
ment, or CETA, because of the an-
ti-trade climate prevailing on the
continent.

And France’s President Fran-
cois Hollande just declared that
his country would not support
moving forward with the gigantic
Trans-Atlantic Trade and Invest-
ment Partnership, or TTIP, being
negotiated between the U.S. and
the EU. His announcement came
on the heels of a statement by Ger-
many’s vice chancellor that TTIP
“has failed.”

It seems that every time we get
closer to the conclusion and ratifi-
cation of a trade deal, a new barri-
er emerges to block any progress.
What, then, are we to make of the
tremendous obstacles confronting
these three major agreements?

The times they are a-changin’
First and foremost, opposition
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Wayne Pacelle (right), president of the Humane Society of the United
States, talks with volunteers with the group Mainers For Fair Bear
Hunting in August 2014 in Portland. After a few instructions, the small
group, including Pacelle, paired off and walked door to door to encour-
age residents to vote “yes” on Question 1, a referendum to ban the use
of bait, hounds and traps in black bear hunting in Maine.

It seems that every
time we get closer to
the conclusion and
ratification of a trade
deal, a new barrier
emerges to block any

progress
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