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When Expera Specialty Solu-
tions came to town last December,
it looked like the chance for a
fresh start for the Old Town mill.
Within a month of acquiring Old
Town Fuel and Fiber, the Wiscon-
sin-based papermaker revived the
mill and began pumping out pulp
destined for its paper mills in the
Midwest.

But less than a year later, Ex-
pera announced that high wood
costs, a weak Canadian dollar and
a significant increase in pulp ca-
pacity in the market had taken
the wind out of the Old Town
mill’s sails. Expera said it would
close up shop in Old Town by the
end of the year.

“The combination of these forc-
es does not allow sustainable op-
erations even with a dedicated
and talented team of employees,”
Expera CEO and President Russ
Wanke said in a news release an-
nouncing the closure.

According to Expera spokes-
woman Addie Teeters, paper pro-
duction at the company’s four
Wisconsin mills won’t be affected
by the closure in Old Town.

Unfortunately, this isn’t the
first mill closure Old Town has
had to endure. In the last 35 years,
the mill has changed hands six
times, including three times in
the last decade. So far, no buyer
has publicly stepped forward to
take over from Expera and union
representatives continue to look
for a buyer.

But the Wisconsin papermak-
er’s imminent departure shows
that the Old Town mill’s sole reli-
ance on pulp production in a mar-
ket flush with competitors, both
domestic and international, has
hampered its efforts to succeed.

‘A hugewound’
Up until a decade ago, the Old

Town mill produced both pulp
and paper, specifically tissue,
under the ownership of paper
giant Georgia Pacific. But in 2006,
Georgia Pacific said that “the
mill’s tissue and pulp manufactur-
ing assets [were] no longer re-
quired to service our customer
base,” and shuttered the mill.

After it closed the mill, Georgia
Pacific dismantled and removed
the tissue machinery from the
mill’s campus. Later that year,
when it sold the mill to Red Shield
Environmental, it came with the
provision that for at least five
years there would be no tissue
production.

Red Shield revived pulp pro-
duction and launched an effort to
produce biofuel to diversify the
mill’s operations.

Two years later, Red Shield de-
clare d bankruptcy and, within a
year, the New York-based firm Pa-
triarch Partners stepped in to
continue its pulp and biofuel oper-
ations.

Rumors persisted around that
time of a tissue revival, as the
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Put to the test
Whydidn’tMaine students score better
on Smarter Balanced assessment?

GEORGE DANBY | BDN

I hope
voters

prove me
wrong
on Clean
Elections

Okay, I must be missing
something on Question 1.

Supporters claim the
law is necessary to en-

sure “politicians are accountable
to everyday, middle-class Main-
ers.” There are 186 elected repre-
sentatives and senators in Maine.
Can someone tell me which ones
are not accountable to everyday,
middle-class Mainers? Don’t hold
back. It’s a serious charge, let’s
name names.

And, if I understand correctly,
a purpose of this question is to re-
duce corporate and out-of-state in-

fluence in Maine
elections. So why
is the vast majori-
ty of funding in
support coming
from out-of-state
interests? And
why isn’t there a
big war-chest op-
posing it, funded
by those corpo-
rate and out-of-

state interests who purportedly
benefit from Maine’s current
laws?

And how did its drafters know,
with specificity, the exact right
dollar amounts taxpayers should
spend on elections? Or what the
appropriate amounts of disclosure
and filing are? And if they have
this superior knowledge, why did
they punt on spelling out the tax
code changes necessary to pay for
their proposal?

Had this law been in effect in
2010 and all candidates fully par-
ticipated, over $30 million tax dol-
lars would have been spent. Put
philosophical differences aside for
the moment: Is this really the best
use for $30 million from the public
treasury? Reasonable people can
disagree on the answer to that
question.

Supporters claim that, yes,
spending millions on campaigns
is a worthy use of tax dollars to
ensure political office is accessi-
ble for citizens seeking to serve in
the Legislature. But the assump-
tion implicit in that argument is
fundraising is either too onerous
or too corrupting for “everyday,
middle-class Mainers” to under-
take, and that funds are a condi-
tion precedent to elected office.

It is an open question on wheth-
er fundraising is too hard for
those seeking office — after all,
asking for donations is a good
way to meet people in your dis-
trict. Even Question 1 requires
candidates to ask dozens, hun-
dreds or thousands of people for
donations before they get the big
taxpayer kicker. But supporters
are right about the necessity of
money; some amount of funds are
required to run a campaign.

Yet spending itself does not win
races. If it did, Les Otten would
have been the 2010 GOP guberna-
torial nominee and Sean Eldridge
of New York — a $100,000+ donor
to the Yes on 1 campaign — would
be a congressman, having doubled
his opponent’s spending in 2014.
Like the studies showing more in-
come after a certain amount does
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Here’s what you can expect after a data breach
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Twelve thousand Mainers may
have had their personal data com-
promised in the recent data
breach at Experian, a national
credit agency, which processes
credit applications for T-Mobile.

All told, the data breach affect-
ed nearly 15 million Americans
who were T-Mobile customers or
had applied for phone service
through the company as far back
as September 2013. The company
said the breach exposes some of
the most sensitive personal infor-
mation: Social Security numbers,
dates of birth, names and address-
es.

Earlier this year, a breach at
Anthem exposed the data of
531,000 Mainers. And that’s just

the start of a long list. Hackers
have stolen data in recent years
from some of the largest compa-
nies in the U.S., including JP Mor-
gan Chase, Home Depot, Target
and Kmart, and even the federal
Office of Personnel and Manage-
ment, gaining access to millions
of people’s personal data and
banking information.

It should come as no surprise
that the federal government re-
ports that identity theft is one of
the fastest-growing crimes in the
country. The Federal Trade Com-
mission reports that 693 Mainers
filed identity theft complaints last
year, up from 511 in 2013.

Identity theft may affect as
many as one in five Mainers, ac-
cording to Jane Carpenter, found-
er of Maine Identity Services, a
company that advises victims and

law enforcement agencies across
the country on how to deal with
identity theft, and an eight-year
veteran of the Consumer Protec-
tion Division of the Maine attor-
ney general’s office.

But fewer than 8 percent of the
17.6 million Americans age 16 and
older whose identities were stolen
in 2014 ever filed a police report,
according to the U.S. Bureau of
Justice Statistics.

“This is organized criminal ac-
tivity,” Carpenter said. “This in-
formation has value.”

Last year, identity theft victims
lost a combined $15.7 billion, ac-
cording to the Bureau of Justice
Statistics. Most of this cost was
the result of criminals using vic-
tims’ bank accounts and credit
cards to rack up sometimes hun-
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Maine students typically fare well on
the one national exam that’s used to
compare academic performance state
by state, the NAEP. But the Smarter

Balanced assessment, the online standardized
test that Maine students took for the first and
only time this past spring, paints a more so-
bering picture of how Maine students stack up
with their peers across the country.

Maine was one of 18 states where students
took the Smarter Balanced exam this year,
and the exam was designed so one could com-
pare results state by state.

— Among the 12 states that have publicly
released their scores so far, Maine’s students
rise to the top half — and just barely — in only
one subject area: third-grade English, in
which Maine ranks sixth based on the per-
centage of students who scored proficient or
better.

— Maine ranks 10th among the 12 states for
math in third, fourth and fifth grades.

— At the high school level, Maine 11th grad-
ers ranked eighth out of 11 in math and ninth
out of 11 in English, according to a BDN analy-
sis of test results. (One of the 12 states, Mis-
souri, didn’t administer the Smarter Balanced
test for high schoolers.)

— Maine students placed either eighth or

ninth among the 12 states in all other testing
categories. (The Smarter Balanced tested stu-
dents’ math and English abilities in grades 3-8
and 11.)

The difficult part is figuring out why, espe-
cially given that Maine typically outscores or
performs on par with most of the 11 compari-
son states on the NAEP, or National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress, which tests
sample groups of fourth- and eighth-grade stu-
dents every other year in math and reading.

With Smarter Balanced, Maine students
won’t have another chance to take the online
test. That means no one will know if Maine’s
results this year were a fluke or a more mean-
ingful indicator of student performance.

Comparison cautions
There has long been an expectation that

states would see student performance drop
when they switched to a new test based on the
more rigorous Common Core standards for
math and English.

It happened a few years ago in Kentucky
and New York, the first states to test their stu-
dents’ Common Core mastery. And it hap-
pened this year in Maine.

In 2013, the last year of Maine’s former test-
ing regime, the New England Common Assess-
ment Program, or NECAP, nearly 70 percent
of students were proficient in English; on the
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Pulp alone hasn’t
saved the mill
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