
Maine review
Saturday/Sunday, December 5-6, 2015 Section D

bangordailynews.com

Market Review
D7

I refuse
to accept
the NRA’s
America

I t is no secret that I am pre-
disposed to maintaining a
left-leaning stance, but I
have always been relatively

agnostic regarding gun rights. I
grew up in a house where my
father made money buying and
selling guns. We went hunting
together when I was a kid. He
was relatively liberal on all is-
sues with the exception of his
National Rifle Association
membership, of which he was
extraordinarily proud and
about which he was outspoken.
While the only imagination
most Americans have about
guns comes by way of film or re-
ports about mass shootings, I
know well that there are re-
sponsible gun owners, as my fa-
ther was, and that for many, in
this state in particular, gun
ownership is not taken lightly.

And so theoretically I am
someone who is predisposed to
supporting the NRA and action

surrounding gun
access was never
something I have
felt important to
speak about. But
things have
changed for me,
and, frankly, I
am embarrassed
that it has taken
me so long for
that change of

heart to have taken place. To
borrow from legendary AIDS ac-
tivist Larry Kramer: Plague! We
are in the middle of a [exple-
tive] plague. And you behave
like this.

And by “behave like this,” I
mean, as had been the case for
me, we take no action at all be-
cause the NRA has supplanted a
realistic debate and consequent
action by silence. The organiza-
tion has moved far from its role
as a representative for responsi-
ble gun ownership and into the
arena of a lobbyist for the gun
industry itself. If it were realis-
tically interested in its role as
the former, it’s stances wouldn’t
be as ghoulish as we’ve come to
expect. They wouldn’t blame
massacres involving children
on unarmed school officials.
They wouldn’t stand against ac-
tions the vast majority of Amer-
icans approve to take nuanced
steps toward limiting access to
those who should not be armed.
They wouldn’t spend tens of
millions of dollars annually in
exchange for politicians offer-
ing thoughts and prayers for
those entangled in another mas-
sacre, as happened Wednesday
after 14 were killed in San Ber-
nardino, California, instead of
putting forward legislation to
close gaps.

They would not have invested
in an absolutist dialogue in
which anyone who suggests
something can be done about
gun violence is suddenly seen
as confiscating every gun on the
market.

Because when it comes to the
NRA’s posturing versus my ev-
eryday experience, they have
lost the narrative. Because
when I drop my daughter off at
school, I sometimes look at her
and realize that it is a very real
possibility that she could get
gunned down. I squeeze her
extra hard before letting her go.

I am very literally scared of
the possibility that my child
could be killed by an NRA-cod-
dled homegrown terrorist.

Do you have a similar fear?
Welcome to the NRA’s America.
The America in which the satir-
ical Onion headline “‘No Way
To Prevent This,’ Says Only Na-
tion Where This Regularly Hap-
pens” feels more real than the
actual news. The one where peo-
ple say to me, “If only there
were a way to do something,” as
if laws are no longer on the
table. The one in which there is
now more than one mass shoot-
ing daily. The one in which, last
week in front of a Planned Par-
enthood in Colorado, a mother,
a veteran and a police officer
were shot to death. The one in
which a mass shooting with 14
victims overshadowed the other
mass shooting that happened
earlier that day. The one in
which we say we are concerned
with liberty, and this is the
price of liberty, and that price
is hugging our kids extra tight

Beware of
retroactive
moral

judgment

They say life imitates art. If
that is true, are we about
to establish a Ministry of
Truth and enter an era of

goodthink?
Maine Democrats had their

first annual Mitchell-Perkins din-
ner on Friday evening. This re-
places their decades old Jefferson-
Jackson dinner. Why? Because
our nation’s third and seventh
presidents owned slaves, and
Jackson fought against the Chero-
kee. Apparently that history sud-
denly makes these men unwanted
by their party.

Columbus Day has been re-
named in certain places. Why?
Opponents believe a day named
after the Italian
explorer “ignores
a violent past that
lead to hundreds
of years of dis-
ease, colonial rule
and genocidal ex-
termination.”
Who knew moral
culpability de-
rived from un-
knowingly spread-
ing disease, especially before the
advent of germ theory? Since dis-
ease killed 90- 95 percent of Native
inhabitants, there must be a lot of
culpability.

Now, protesters at Princeton
University want the name of our
28th president stricken from their
campus. Why? President Wood-
row Wilson was a bigot in a bigot-
ed time. The progressive era —
and concurrent rise of eugenics —
brought significant, government-
imposed racial policies. How
many today recognize the mini-
mum wage was crafted, in part, to
keep races deemed “ defective” —
Africans, Asians, Irish, Jews —
out of the workforce?

If the argument underlying
these movements is, essentially,
moral failings make individuals
unworthy of public honor, then
many others must be removed
from our holidays, buildings and
events. George Washington owned
slaves; he’s clearly out. John F.
Kennedy and Martin Luther King
Jr. were philanderers — time to
abolish everything we named
after them. James Blaine was bra-
zenly anti-Catholic, so we’ll need
a different moniker for the gover-
nor’s residence in Augusta.

Those renaming efforts have
not yet gathered steam, but they
represent their logical continua-
tion. And, when coupled with the
ongoing demands on some college
campuses for “safe spaces,” life
begins to imitate art. In “1984,”
the Ministry of Truth would con-
tinually revise historical informa-
tion to fit the narrative of the om-
niscient “Party.” The motive was
to prevent thoughtcrimes by en-
suring goodthink. The Party-de-
termined truth was all that mat-
tered; independent thinking was
punishable by torture.

The imposition of modern so-
cial mores on our predecessors re-
vises the historic context in
which they lived. And, in the
words of advocates, “safe spaces”
are places which “ strongly en-
courage everyone to conform to
majority opinions.” Voicing
thoughts deemed objectionable —
like colleges might be a place
where provocation can be safely
expressed — results in demands
for people to lose their livelihood.

This is the slippery slope about
which George Orwell warned us.
If expressing objectionable
thoughts leads people to lose their
job, what is the next step? And
lest people chalk it up to mere stu-
dent activism, we should remem-
ber the tale of Brendan Eich. Eich
was the CEO of Mozilla in 2014.
He was forced to resign under
pressure for having expressed his
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‘Thedark figure’
Whysomany crimes inMainegounreported
BY CHRISTOPHER BURNS
BDN STAFF

rime throughout Maine hit a 40-year
low last year, according to the Maine
Department of Public Safety’s annual
crime report, which came as good
news.

With the exception of drug offens-
es, which increased, between 2013
and 2014, the total crime rate fell 13
percent. Violent crime fell 5 percent,
while property crime fell 13 percent.

But these figures don’t capture a complete pic-
ture of crime in Maine.

Only one in five crimes last year
were reported to police, according to
the 2015 Maine Crime Victimization
Survey released Tuesday by the
Maine Statistical Analysis Center
at the University of Southern
Maine’s Muskie School of Public
Service.

“I am concerned that there is
still a lot [of crime] going on that
we don’t know about,” South
Portland Police Chief Edward
Googins said Tuesday at a forum
at the University of Southern
Maine.

When crime goes unreported, it
leaves a skewed picture of how perva-
sive crime is in the state and can create
gaps in how police deploy limited resources to
prevent crime and assist victims.

Reliable data
The primary source for information about the

nature and extent of crime at the national and
state level is the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting
system. In use since 1930, the FBI collects crime
data from more than 17,000 state and local police
departments. Police use that information to de-
termine how to best deploy limited resources
based on what crimes are most common.

A weakness of the Uniform Crime Reporting
system as a measurement of the crime rate is
that not all crimes are brought to the attention
of police. This is what sociologists call “the dark
figure of crime,” or the gap between the reported
and actual crime rate in a given community.

“The actual crime problem is a lot worse than
what we hear about” from the Uniform Crime
Reporting system, said Steven Barkan, a sociolo-
gist at the University of Maine.

Rape and sexaul assault, for instance, are two
of the most underreported crimes in the United

States, so the Uniform Crime Reporting system
is not a reliable indicator of the prevalence of
sexual victimization, Cara Courchesne, commu-
nications director for the Maine Coalition
Against Sexual Assault, said in a phone inter-
view Tuesday.

The National Crime Victimization Survey,
published by the U.S. Bureau of Justice Statis-
tics, was launched in 1972 to shine a light on the
dark figure of crime by producing national esti-
mates, based on interviews with victims, on the
prevalence of victimization and how much
crime is not reported to police. At least 14 states,
including Maine, conduct their own crime vic-

timization survey because the national
survey cannot be analyzed at the state-

level.
“We have to take both the [victim-

ization] survey and the crime stats
that we collect, and somewhere in
the middle is a better picture, a
more true picture [of the extent
of crime in Maine],” Googins
said Tuesday.

The ‘dark figure of crime’
The prevalence of unreported

crime presents an unsettling pic-
ture compared to the statistics

from the Department of Public Safe-
ty. Only 7 percent of identity theft

was reported to police; 20 percent of vio-
lent crime, which includes robbery, as-

sault, domestic violence, sexual assault and
rape, was reported; and 21 percent of stalking
crimes was reported.

Property crime, which includes vandalism
and theft of property, was most likely of all
crime categories to be reported to police, with 59
percent of incidences being reported to police.

Overall, the survey found, only 23 percent of
crimes were reported to police, a precipitous
drop from the 2006 survey in which 53 percent of
crimes were reported. The survey’s authors at-
tribute the sharp drop to the decrease in report-
ing of identity theft crimes, which fell to 7 per-
cent from 27 percent in 2006.

By far the darkest figure of crime is that for
rapes and sexual assault, with at least 65 percent
of rapes and sexual assault never being brought
to the attention of police, according to the Bu-
reau of Justice Statistics.

Why crime goes unreported
Although the Maine Statistical Analysis Cen-

ter’s survey didn’t ask victims why they chose
See Crime, Page D3

GEORGE DANBY | BDN

At least
65 percent
of rapes and

sexual assault are
never brought to the
attention of police,
according to the
Bureau of Justice

Statistics

If the argument
underlying these
movements is,
essentially, moral
failings make

individuals unworthy
of public honor, then
many others must be
removed from our
holidays, buildings

and events

rime throughout Maine hit a 40-year 
low last year, according to the Maine 
Department of Public Safety’s annual 
crime report, which came as good 
news.

es, which increased, between 2013 
and 2014, the total crime rate fell 13 
percent. Violent crime fell 5 percent, 
while property crime fell 13 percent. 
C

MICHAEL
CIANCHETTE

ALEX
STEED


