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Atticus,
Woodrow
andme
BY ROBERT KLOSE
SPECIAL TO THE BDN

The recent news out of
Princeton University
is that its favorite son,
Woodrow Wilson, is
now persona non

grata.
President of Princeton, gover-

nor of New Jersey, and finally
president of the United States,
his accomplishments as chief ex-
ecutive were the Federal Re-
serve Act, limiting railway
workers to an eight-hour day,
prohibiting child labor, leading
the country through World War
I and fostering the League of Na-
tions (predecessor of the United
Nations).

However, he was a segrega-
tionist. Hence the bum’s rush by
Princeton students who have
discovered that they are offend-
ed by Wilson’s failings vis-a-vis
the races.

Exhibit No. 2: Atticus Finch.
Harper Lee’s masterpiece, “To
Kill a Mockingbird,” acquainted
us with a man who was the epit-
ome of principled thought and
behavior, a widowed attorney
willing to defend a black man ac-
cused of raping a white woman.
In segregated, Jim Crow, Depres-
sion-era Georgia. (His nobility
inspired the spawning of little
Atticuses all over the country.)
Then, only months ago — the
bombshell: “Go Set a Watch-
man,” by the same author,
shows a septuagenarian Atticus
some 20 years later, still princi-
pled, still dedicated to the law,
but candid about what he views
as the limited capabilities of the
poorly educated blacks around
him. As with Woodrow Wilson,
opinion has turned on a dime
and there is no shortage of folks
who feel betrayed by a man —
fictional though he is — they
now view as a “racist.”

So what is one to make of find-
ing Woodrow Wilson and Atticus
Finch suddenly abroil on the ro-
tisserie of relativism? The stan-
dard of flawlessness is being ap-
plied not by the ignorant and un-
informed, but rather by intelli-
gent and otherwise tolerant folk
who seem to believe that in this
year 2015, a somehow magical
year, we have finally arrived at
that plateau of understanding
where all is finally clear (a reve-
lation we had thought would be
dispensed only by the Almighty
at the Final Reckoning). They
look back in judgment at the
past and, using the standards
and expectations of this particu-
lar moment in time, find them-
selves champing at the bit to
retry past historical figures, su-
perimposing on them a grid in
which character is measured in
degrees of latitude and longitude
in an attempt to locate that in-
tersection marked “perfection.”

In both Wilson’s and Finch’s
days, if a disinterested Ameri-
can standing anywhere in the
country were to throw a stone in
any direction, he would most
likely strike a segregationist, be-
cause, back then, such senti-
ments were matter-of-fact, form-
ing a sort of societal soup in
which everyone marinated. Peo-
ple, in short, reflected their so-
cial milieu by speaking and act-
ing out what they were taught.
Woodrow Wilson was no excep-
tion. When he spoke segregation,
heads nodded, and, like all poli-
ticians in all eras, approbation
was his life’s blood.

Wilson and Finch, then, were
products of their times. What is
remarkable is not that larger-
than-life personalities such as
these were bigots, but that they
were able to rise above their big-
otry and the tenor of their times
to do good. One can celebrate and
memorialize this while still ac-
knowledging the flaws of these
men. All of us are the sum of our
parts; few — Hitler and Stalin
come to mind — are referenced
exclusively by the evil of their
natures. We are all tainted by the
periods in which we live, and to
believe that this is not true is
foolish, for in our search for the
man or woman possessed of only
thoroughgoing morality and
goodness, we doom ourselves to
unremitting frustration.

Which brings me to exhibit
No. 3 — me. When I was a little
boy in ’60s-era New Jersey I re-
ferred to black people as “col-
oreds,” as did everybody
around me (including my black
neighbors). I feel that I have

If we’re
ignoring the
Constitution
anyway ...

When I first read
headlines pro-
claiming “Republi-
cans Kill Bill De-
signed to Prevent

Terrorists from Acquiring Guns”
after the San Bernardino shoot-
ings, I shook my head. Sometimes
the GOP lives up to the “Stupid
Party” label.

Then I read on. I read the sub-
stance of the bill that was killed.
And then, I was proud of my party
for taking an ap-
parently unpopu-
lar stand. Why?

First, imagine a
world where Don-
ald Trump is pres-
ident. He advo-
cates for — and
Democrats in
Congress pass — a
law that restricts
the free practice
of Islam for anyone he believes is
a terrorist. Or think of a world
where Hillary Clinton is presi-
dent. She calls for — and Republi-
cans in Congress enact — a law
permitting the infliction of cruel
and unusual punishment on any-
one her administration deems an
enemy.

How do those scenarios sound?
Frightening? They should be. The
idea of consolidating that much
power in a single branch of gov-
ernment is anathema to the entire
American system. Fortunately,
the Bill of Rights would lead to
the rejection of those laws as un-
constitutional … I hope.

But when it comes to the right
protected by the Second Amend-
ment, those scenarios are exactly
what the president and others are
advocating. So if we are going to
combat terrorism regardless of
the constitutional consequences, I
have a better idea: Let’s allow
warrantless searches and seizures
of all Americans placed on the ter-
ror watchlist.

If we forget the Fourth Amend-
ment, then not only will we be
able to stop those who might mis-
use firearms, but we also will find
those plotting with pipe bombs,
pressure cookers and truck
bombs. We might have prevented
Syed Farook, Dzhokhar and Ta-
merlan Tsarnaev, or Timothy
McVeigh. How much quicker
could law enforcement act with-
out the need to involve judges?

Although the “Do Not Fly” list
has been known to have some by-
catch, it shouldn’t be a problem —
after all, we’re fighting terrorism.
The late-Sen. Ted Kennedy was a
member of the watchlist, as were
individuals who exercised their
rights under the First Amend-
ment by protesting the death pen-
alty. I’m sure they wouldn’t mind
being held in police custody while
their houses are searched for
items deemed contraband, all
without a warrant.

This is all, of course, satire.
Warrantless searches and sei-
zures are a terrible idea. But, if
you believe the Second Amend-
ment protects an individual right
as the Supreme Court has ruled,
then so is the “Do Not Fly” list
proposal. What, then, explains the
outcry for its enactment?

The only reasonable explana-
tion is that many simply do not
want firearm ownership to be a
right. Unfortunately for them,
that is not what either the U.S.
Constitution or nearly all state
constitutions provide. Despite
strong disagreement with their
position, I respect those who un-
abashedly state they believe our
constitutions are wrong on guns.
We should not fault someone who
openly and respectfully voices an
unpopular opinion; that is why
we have a First Amendment.

Yet, until those advocates con-
vince Congress and 38 states to re-
peal, the Second Amendment re-
mains the law of the land. And as
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AsMainegoes ...
Whileworld leaders discuss climate plans in Paris,
many local cities are alreadymaking a difference

BY CHRISTOPHER BURNS
BDN STAFF

World leaders for more than two
decades have been talking about
climate change and the growing
urgency to do something to curb
the carbon emissions that fuel it.

As world leaders conclude yet
another round of talks in Paris

this week about international action on climate
change, the bulk of the action to take place
so far has been happening in cities.

Here in Maine, South Portland is
just one city that has been taking
action to reduce its carbon foot-
print for almost a decade.

“If the larger beast can’t do
it, let’s break it into smaller
pieces,” South Portland City
Councilor Claude Morgan said
Tuesday.

All emissions are local
When he served as mayor of

South Portland in 2007, Morgan
became one of the first mayors
in Maine to sign the U.S. Confer-
ence of Mayors’ Climate Protection
Agreement.

Mayors who sign the Climate Protec-
tion Agreement, written in 2005, agree to cut
carbon emissions in their cities and enact poli-
cies and programs to meet the challenge of cli-
mate change. To date, more than 1,000 cities
have signed the agreement, including 15 in
Maine, spanning from Belfast to Kennebunk-
port.

South Portland adopted the agreement out of
a feeling of frustration that the U.S. had failed to
show leadership by withdrawing from the Kyoto
Protocol in June 2001, Morgan said. If the na-
tional government couldn’t take steps to target
climate change, then the city would take its own
steps, albeit smaller ones.

“Nothing can substitute what should have
been established at Kyoto,” Morgan said. But
the steps South Portland has taken since 2007
show “a willingness at different levels of leader-
ship to do what national leaders failed to do.”

Helping cities, businesses and residents in
Cumberland County adopt energy efficiency pol-

icies and reduce emissions is the Greater Port-
land Council of Governments, a nonprofit repre-
senting 26 communities in the county.

“It’s really important for there to be action at
the local level,” Jennifer Brennan, special proj-
ects director, said Wednesday. “At the local level
it’s real people, and real people need to make
real change.”

Brennan said the council acquired a Nissan
Leaf electric car a couple years ago and lent it to
area cities interested in adding electric vehicles

to their fleets. South Portland was the
first city to test it; Portland, Scarbor-

ough, Falmouth and others also
tried it out.

Afterward, many cities, in-
cluding Portland and South
Portland, did add electric cars
to their fleets, Brennan said.
Changes such as these can re-
sult not only in carbon reduc-
tions but also long-term sav-
ings for cities operating with
tight budgets, freeing up
money that can go toward

other services, she said.
To the north, a pair of Bangor

city councilors are crafting a
plan to reduce residential energy

consumption through a low- or inter-
est-free loan program. Through a part-

nership between the city and the Efficiency
Maine Trust, Bangor residents could secure
loans to weatherize their homes, add solar pan-
els or modernize boilers. A final version of the
plan won’t be released until early 2016.

“While addressing global warming is impor-
tant, I want people to be able to live here,” City
Council Chairman Sean Faircloth said Tuesday.
“A clear step towards reducing emissions is to
reduce people’s energy bills.”

Small steps, big changes
As part of its commitment to the Climate

Protection Agreement, South Portland crafted
a climate action plan in 2014 under which the
city would reduce carbon emissions from “mu-
nicipal activities” by 17 percent by 2017. (Cum-
berland County has adopted a similar plan to
reduce emissions related to county functions
by 17 percent also by 2017.) While the current
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More than
1,000 mayors in

the U.S. have signed
the Climate Protection
Agreement, pledging

to cut carbon emissions
in their cities and enact
policies and programs
to combat climate

change

If we are going to
combat terrorism
regardless of the
constitutional

consequences, I have a
better idea: Let’s allow
warrantless searches
and seizures of all

Americans placed on
the terror watchlist
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