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Stop armyworms
When I see the large cocoons

holding hundreds of army-
worms alongside Interstate 95
and other roads, I wonder why
they aren’t destroyed before
they hatch. On my property, I
use a long pole to burn the nests
I can’t reach and spray on the
ones lower to the ground. It
seems that when they are still in
the nest and haven’t yet hatched
and started eating the leaves is a
good time to control them.

Bob Tweedie
Westfield

Hello Kitty tree
Now that the winter holidays

have passed, many Bangor na-
tives are still upset about the
Bangor School Department’s
“baseless” decision to order a
high school teacher to remove
her Hello Kitty Christmas tree
from her classroom. The school’s
justification for that decision
was that the tree, and religion,
was not in any way tied to the
curriculum. This decision, how-
ever, shouldn’t need justification
because of the complete disre-
gard for the other religions not
represented by the tree.

The vast majority of the peo-
ple in Bangor and surrounding
towns celebrate Christmas and
are of Christian or Catholic
faith. To them, the tree is just a
symbolic gesture of the holiday
they all hold near to their hearts.
But for the people who support-
ed of the school’s initial deci-
sion, the presence of the tree in
the classroom is not the prob-
lem, but the lack of presence of
the other symbols that repre-
sent the other holidays of the
month. Next to the tree could
have been a menorah and a
kinara. The lack of other sym-
bols highlights what the tree
symbolizes and how it reminds
the students everyday that the
tree, and Christmas, is all that
matters. The people upset with
the school district’s actions are

misinterpreting inclusiveness
for hatred toward their beloved
holiday.

Though she got what she
wanted in the end, my hope is in
the future the teacher thinks
about the implications that come
with focusing on just one reli-
gion in the classroom.

Dani Wolland
Perham

Oregon occupation
The occupation in Oregon of

a federal wildlife refuge build-
ing is a great example of how an
armed insurrection should be
approached by local and federal
law enforcement. So far, things
remain calm and there has
been no bloodshed, and hope-
fully there won’t be any in the
future. But would we have seen
this same reaction if this group
was made up of members of the
African-American community
or any other noncaucasian eth-
nic community?

We have seen recently many
African-American men, women
and children being struck
down, killed and mistreated be-
cause of the slightest amount of
protest or sometimes no protest
at all just because of their skin
color or ethnicity.

All of these men in Oregon
are white from what I under-
stand, and I feel as though this
would have been seen as an act
of terrorism if it were any other

group. It seems like the rest of
America feels like this is not
that terrible of a situation. I feel
as though this may very well be
the media’s fault in its portray-
als of certain situations.

Edward Rupia
Orono

Obama gun order
While Maine is no stranger

to the recent change to gun
laws, the reaction of local busi-
ness owners to President
Barack Obama’s executive
order on gun control is trou-
bling. How many gun laws ex-
actly are too many in the Unit-
ed States? The U.S. is notorious
for having the highest amount
of gun violence in the world.

My issue with gun control is
that anyone who meets the
qualifications for, and has legal
intent, purchasing a firearm
should be more than willing to
go through licensed dealers and
submit to a 10-minute back-
ground check. The fact that
“anyone can buy a gun from
Uncle Henry’s” is truly terrify-
ing and is something that
should be addressed to keep our
communities safe.

I understand U.S. citizens
have the right to keep and bear
arms, but that right should not
and would not be affected by
requiring more people to com-
ply with simple licensing laws
that are already adhered to by a
majority of dealers. It is unde-
niable that criminals will still
find ways around these laws,
but I think it is owed to victims
of violent crime and their fami-
lies to make these loopholes are
narrow as possible.

It will be interesting to see
the continued reactions of the
community if the proposed uni-
versal background check refer-
endum makes it on the Maine
ballot in November as it has
been deemed “more strict” than
Obama’s executive action.

Alix Malarky
Orono
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T
he Waterville Police De-
partment is seeking
$12,000 from a man who
threatened to kill himself

outside the city’s police depart-
ment building in early December.
Long-standing and worsening fi-
nancial problems had led Gary
Cross to despair and the police
department parking lot, armed
with a gun. A standoff with police
lasted eight hours.

The department is seeking to
charge Cross for the manpower
and equipment used to defuse the
situation. But there are several
problems with the department
seeking payment.

Cross had no say in how many
agencies, personnel and vehicles
responded. More fundamentally,
taxpayers fund emergency servic-
es so they are there to aid people
in times of need. For some, those
times of need are after a car acci-
dent or house fire. For others,
those times come when someone
needs to escape a violent partner
or experiences a mental health
crisis.

Taxpayers support police, fire
and emergency medical services
so they are ready and able to re-
spond as needed. When those
agencies seek reimbursement
from those who receive services,
that changes their role and rela-
tionship with the communities
they serve.

The use of these fees peaked in
2010 as the recession led to bud-
get cuts and emergency response
agencies looked to alternate
sources of revenue. As the econo-
my improved — and outrage over
these fees grew — their use de-
clined. More than a dozen states
have outlawed or limited so-
called accident response fees.

“Charging for emergency re-
sponses is bad public policy,”
said Robert Passmore, a vice
president at the Property Casual-
ty Insurers Association of Ameri-
ca. His association has long been
critical of this “double taxation.”

Communities that charge typi-
cally do so for traffic accidents
and fire department responses.
Passmore had never heard of a
police department seeking money
for resolving a mental health cri-
sis.

In an interview with MPBN
aired Jan. 4, Cross was open and

contrite about what happened on
Dec. 7. Cross and his wife had
lost their savings during the fi-
nancial crisis. Then, he lost his
job. After he received a letter
from the bank concerning an ex-
piring line of credit, he thought
there was no way forward. His
life insurance policy was the only
way his wife could get by, he con-
cluded.

So he wrote a note to his family
and drove away from his home in
Troy with a gun and two bullets.
He wanted to be away from his
hometown so his wife wouldn’t
see daily reminders of where he
died. He first went to a Waterville
hospital so medical professionals,
not a passerby, would find his
body.

It was too crowded, so he went
to the police station. He called 911
and hung up before getting out of
the truck with his gun. He was
soon surrounded by police.
Streets were blocked off. State po-
lice negotiators spoke with Cross
for hours.

“It took a long time because I
just couldn’t see my way clear,”
Cross, 58, told MPBN.

He finally surrendered to po-
lice, a success for their negotia-
tors. The day after Christmas he
received a court summons for
creating a police standoff and told
he owed $12,000 in restitution. He
was also fined $250. A court will
decide if and how much he must
pay.

Nationally, suicide rates
among middle-aged men rose dra-
matically from 1999 to 2010. Men
aged 45 to 54 have the highest sui-
cide rate in the state, according
to data from the Maine Center for
Disease Control and Prevention.
In men, unemployment is a risk
factor in suicide, Greg Marley,
clinical director for the Maine
chapter of the National Alliance
on Mental Illness, said in 2014.

Rather than further penalize
men like Cross, pushing them
into even more dire financial
straits, police departments and
others should work to direct
them to the help and support they
need to work through problems,
financial and otherwise.

To reach a suicide prevention
hot line, call 888-568-1112 or
800-273-TALK (8255), or visit
www.suicidepreventionlifeline.org.

Charging for
emergenCy responses?

T
he U.S. has been caught
spying on foreign heads of
state — again. And just as
with the tapping of German

Chancellor Angela Merkel’s cell-
phone, revealed in 2013 by the Ed-
ward Snowden documents, the tar-
get was the leader of a supposed
ally: in this case, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu.

Despite President Barack
Obama’s promise two years ago to
limit spying on heads of state of
friendly nations, a Wall Street
Journal report last week described
National Security Agency spying
on Netanyahu and other Israeli of-
ficials while the U.S. was negotiat-
ing a nuclear arms agreement
with Iran and trying to sell the re-
sultant agreement to a fairly skep-
tical Congress.

In the process of this surveil-
lance, the NSA scooped up private
conversations between Israeli offi-
cials and members of Congress and
American-Jewish groups. The pros-
pect of having their private commu-
nications spied on rankled some in
Congress, and congressional lead-
ers quickly called for an inquiry
into the matter. It is unfortunate
that they were not so motivated to
protect privacy from prying govern-
ment eyes when they slipped provi-
sions of a controversial “cybersecu-
rity” bill — that even the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security said
“raises privacy and civil liberties
concerns” and “could sweep away
important privacy protections” —
into the recent omnibus spending
bill at the last moment and passed it
without any real debate.

Similarly, Sen. Dianne Feinstein,
D-California, was outraged in 2014
when the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy spied on Senate computers dur-
ing an investigation of Bush-era
prisoner interrogation and deten-
tion practices. She loudly pro-
claimed that the CIA’s surveillance
was an unconstitutional violation
of the Fourth Amendment and fed-
eral law, yet she enthusiastically
supported the NSA’s bulk collection
of Americans’ phone records.

It is this sort of hypocrisy that
rightly drives citizens crazy. When
government officials get away with
things that would land an ordinary
citizen in prison, when Congress
exempts itself from laws like the
Affordable Care Act, when politi-
cians bristle at intrusive and un-
constitutional government spying
when they are the targets but vote
to expand the government’s powers
to do the same to the citizens they
are supposed to represent, it puts
the lie to the notion that the gov-
ernment is “of the people, by the
people, for the people.”

The Orange County Register (Jan. 6)

Congress’ spying double standard

OpEd contributor Mike
Turcotte, “Holding LePage
accountable is ultimately
our responsibility”:

Whether Gov. Paul LePage
or any governor is good or bad
with financials is irrelevant if
it’s clear that they have nothing
positive to say about anyone
within the state they control. If
I didn’t live in Maine or if I had
a business outside of Maine, I’d
look and listen to this guy and
think, “heck, there isn’t any
way I’m going there.” That’s
likely why we’re still stuck in
the George Bush recession
while most other states are well
on their way to recovery.

— StillRelaxin

The voters spoke, and they
like the guy. What they didn’t

like was the Democrat running
against him.

— Tom_C

We allowed an inept malfea-
sant to become governor of the
state and we must correct that
error. He has demonstrated that
his goal is to dismantle the rep-
resentative republic model and
render government ineffective.

— Bill Stuart

Another day, another OpEd
calling for the impeachment of
Gov. Paul LePage. Don’t these
people work? Oh, yeah, LePage
is holding them accountable.
How dare he.

— Kaliss

Well said, Mike Turcotte.
Thank you.

— JohnWorfin

Garbage, garbage, more po-
litical garbage from an obvious
Gov. Paul LePage hater.

— whawell

OpEd contributor David
Fogg, “Forest products
shouldn’t get louder say than
Mainers on national park”:

The land in question repre-
sents less than 2 percent of avail-
able timberland in Maine. The
timber industry would barely
notice the loss of the park land.

— ruffcoast

Elliotsville Plantation Inc.
does not own all that land in the
proposed national park and rec-
reation area, so how is it going
to give that land to the federal
government?

— No_Park
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