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2016 election
History is repeating itself. In

the early 1930s, there was a
leader in the world that wanted
to eliminate all the Jewish peo-
ple from Germany and other
countries, as well as to fence
them into ghettos to control
where they lived.

Now in 2016, some people
want to vote into power a man
who wants to eliminate all Mus-
lims from our country and
place a large fence to keep all
Mexicans out, to control where
they live. I don’t think our
country needs to go backwards.

John Lee
Medway

TVnews lacks diversity
About a year ago, WABI-TV

hired a news reporter from
North Carolina, Nikelle Wil-
liams. In my recollection, Wil-
liams was the first person of
color to work for Channel 5.
That, alone, gave me a great
deal of pleasure. Except for Me-
lissa Kim, who reported on
sports for Channel 2 for a few
years, Bangor television sta-
tions’ news reporters have all
been Caucasian.

Williams was assigned to the
mid-Maine news office and filed
some fine reports — mostly off-
camera. Now Williams is gone
and I miss her. She has the
qualities to be a major market
journalist, and perhaps that’s
why she is no longer with Chan-
nel 5.

I don’t know the circum-
stances of her departure. What
I do know is that there is a seri-
ous lack of diversity among the
men and women who bring us
our news on TV.

Hal Wheeler
Bangor

Republican caucuses
On March 5, Washington

County Republicans have the
opportunity to caucus in prepa-
ration for the state convention
in Bangor April 21-23 and to
voice our choice for a presiden-
tial candidate. We will caucus
at the Elm Street School in East
Machias from 2 to 6 p.m. Local
and presidential candidates or
their representatives will speak
from 3 to 6 p.m.

Our municipal committees
elect delegates to the state con-
vention in Bangor and bind
them to vote for the caucus’
presidential choice there on the
first ballot. (After that, should
there be a need for additional
votes to choose a presidential
candidate, those delegates are
free to vote for any candidate
they choose). For Republicans
to participate in this important
selection of a candidate, their
towns must organize and cau-
cus in East Machias on March
5. Organizing simply means

that an enrolled Republican
from each town must partici-
pate.

Registrars of voters will be
available at the caucus from 2
to 3 p.m. to enroll new Republi-
cans. Municipal organizing
caucuses will begin at 2 p.m. as
well. Presidential voting will
take place from 3 to 6 p.m. All
towns must caucus at this event
for their members to be eligible
to vote at the state convention
in April. We look forward to
seeing you there.

Tim Thompson
Chair
Washington County Re-

publican Committee
Addison

Minimum wage
Minimum wage is not enough

to live on and every day Main-
ers struggle to make ends meet.
I’m a lifelong Mainer and a
mental health care worker.
Like many of the people who
work to take care of loved ones
in assisted living facilities, I
work for low wages. These jobs,
among the most important in
our aging state, are underval-
ued and underpaid. Raising the
minimum wage would improve
the ability of thousands of peo-
ple caring for our loved ones to
care for their own loved ones.

Additionally, these low-pay-
ing jobs prevent people from
adequately saving for their own
retirements. People living pay-
check to paycheck can’t put
away for retirement, invest in a
home, contribute as much to
Social Security or save for a
rainy day. Ultimately, this con-
tributes to the vicious cycle
that keeps our state in poverty.

Danielle VanHelsing
Dover-Foxcroft

Caucus for Sanders
The other day, I went to the

farmers market and handed out
cards to remind people to go to
their local Democratic caucus
Sunday, March 6, to support
Bernie Sanders.

At the farmers market, I
found quite a few Sanders-
friendly folks. I spent two very
pleasant hours there handing
out cards and chatting with
people. It surprised me how

many of Sanders’ supporters
have never been to a Demo-
cratic caucus, but were inter-
ested in going this time. I think
one could probably find other
venues with a similarly minded
crowd.

To find caucus locations and
hours, visit MaineDems.org.

Jan Kloub
Solon

BDN photographer
The BDN may be thin, but I’ll

be a devoted reader as long as it
continues to print photos by
Gabor Degre. His work on
Maine farms and farmers has
been outstanding. I often clip
his pictures to hang them
where I can enjoy them until
the paper fades and curls. The
BDN has many other excellent
photographers whose pictures
tell a story as readily as words,
but Degre is the very best.

Sharon Bray
Orland

Higher wage
Economic security is hard to

achieve for many people, espe-
cially for women and single
parents. I was in an abusive re-
lationship before making the
decision to leave. For women
thinking about leaving with
children, the reality of choos-
ing what is often abject poverty
can be a powerful deterrent
when deciding to leave.

Without paid maternity
leave, I was forced to leave both
of my jobs when I had kids.
This stopped me from being
able to make career advance-
ments and forced me to start
over as I looked for a new em-
ployer.

With the costs of raising
kids, when I tried to return to
school, even with loans, it was
too expensive.

A low minimum wage, often
inaccessible maternity leave,
torn social safety nets, expen-
sive child care and out-of-reach
education contributes signifi-
cantly to the pay gap. This is
exacerbated later when women,
having contributed significant-
ly less to Social Security, re-
ceive fewer benefits, bringing
even more women into poverty.

All of these problems need to
be addressed, but this year,
Maine can take a big swipe at
many of these problems. Rais-
ing the minimum wage makes
it easier for families to make a
living, increases Social Securi-
ty contributions, makes educa-
tion more accessible and gives
women in situations like mine
hope. The education referen-
dum that will also be on the
November ballot reduces the
costs to parents for child care.

This November, we can make
a dent in the pay gap.

Hannah Gray
Bangor
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T
rash decision time is ap-
proaching for towns
throughout much of cen-
tral and northern Maine.

Some 187 towns and cities have to
decide in the coming months
where they’ll send their residents’
trash starting in 2018.

The organization founded in
1991 to look out for the towns’
waste disposal interests is push-
ing one option — a yet-to-be-built
or permitted facility in Hampden
that would convert organic mate-
rials in household trash into mar-
ketable biogas. The Penobscot En-
ergy Recovery Co. waste-to-ener-
gy plant in Orrington, meanwhile,
is trying to persuade towns to
keep sending their garbage there.

The Municipal Review Commit-
tee currently represents its mem-
ber towns’ interests as part of the
partnership that owns PERC. But
in persuading its own members to
choose one privately run trash fa-
cility over another, the committee
has changed its role in a big way
— from objective advocate for the
towns to advocate for one facility.

If the Hampden facility materi-
alizes, the committee would be-
come its landlord and pay, using
member towns’ money, to develop
the site for plant construction. As
towns and cities start to make
their decisions, the Municipal Re-
view Committee is the entity
charged with securing enough
waste commitments from towns
to make the facility viable.

We have concerns with the fa-
cility the Municipal Review Com-
mittee is pushing its members to
embrace and the terms it’s asking
towns to accept.

Solid waste disposal is one of
the largest line items in any mu-
nicipal budget, and the Municipal
Review Committee would have
towns commit that substantial
line item to a type of facility that
has never before operated —
much less proven its long-term vi-
ability — on a commercial scale.

The Fiberight-Covanta plant in
Hampden would be the first of its
kind in the U.S. The technology
offers exciting possibilities. But
deploying a new technology on a
commercial scale is inherently
risky, and when taxpayer dollars
are the main funding source for
operations, that risk spreads to
every taxpayer in the towns send-
ing their trash to Hampden.

Fiberight and Covanta would
cover the $67 million in construc-
tion costs. But before the facility
is even built, the towns and cities
that sign on would commit nearly
$18.5 million to the venture to
cover the costs of preparing the
site for development and to cover
a range of contingencies — from
the costs of transporting waste to
Crossroads Landfill in Norridge-
wock if the facility doesn’t open
on time to payments the towns
could owe Fiberight if they fail to
deliver enough trash.

That money would come from a
fund projected to grow to $25 mil-
lion by 2018 that has built up over
time as towns with a stake in
PERC have shared in PERC’s
profits.

Towns would start out paying
$70 per ton of waste they send to
Fiberight — an amount that
would change annually with the
Consumer Price Index — com-
pared with the current net rate of
$59 per ton.

If towns want to cut those
costs substantially by reducing
the amount of waste they send to
the facility, they can — to a
point. If the total amount of
waste that goes to Fiberight
each year falls below 150,000
tons, towns would be on the
hook for “delivery sufficiency
payments.” A town could imple-
ment a pay-as-you-throw pro-
gram to encourage residents to
cut down on waste, but if the
town wanted to cut into the larg-

est component of its waste — or-
ganics, such as food scraps,
which account for more than 40
percent of household trash — it
would need special permission
from Fiberight. We find it hard
to imagine Fiberight would say
yes when its entire biogas pro-
duction process depends on the
organics in the wastestream.

The contracts that towns sign
to deliver their waste to Fiberight
offer them protections against
sudden, arbitrary and significant
tipping fee hikes. But the con-
tracts also allow Fiberight to re-
quest a tipping fee increase. The
Municipal Review Committee
would have to agree the company
needs such an increase to contin-
ue operating, and each town
would have to agree to amend the
contract accordingly. But if Fi-
beright becomes the towns’ only
waste disposal option, and it risks
closure without a tipping fee in-
crease, what choice would the
towns have but to acquiesce?

Startup troubles plagued PERC
in the 1980s, forcing significant
tip fee increases, and PERC was
far from the first facility of its
type in the U.S. It seems inevita-
ble that an even more experimen-
tal technology will encounter hic-
cups — some potentially costly.

There’s a lot riding on this
town-by-town decision, from mil-
lions of dollars in taxpayer money
to the waste disposal future for a
significant portion of Maine. And
the towns and cities that make up
the Municipal Review Committee
find themselves with two imper-
fect options.

The economics supporting
PERC change in 2018, when a con-
tract with Emera Maine that
guarantees PERC above-market
rates for the electricity it produc-
es expires. After 2018, the key
component of PERC’s revenues
would have to shift from the elec-
tricity side of the business to
waste processing. As a result, the
tipping fees PERC is quoting
towns are above the starting rate
for Fiberight — $84.36 per ton for
a 15-year agreement or $89.57 for
10 years (both rates would change
with CPI).

But one advantage for towns is
that PERC would tie up none of
the $25 million they have built up
over the years, meaning towns
could do with it what they want,
such as lowering their tipping
fees. The municipalities with a
stake in PERC would continue to
share in any profits. As limited
partners in the PERC partner-
ship, towns and cities aren’t on
the hook for the business’ liabili-
ties.

PERC has operated depend-
ably for three decades, and its
process results in less residual
waste for the landfill (an 85-90
percent reduction by volume)
than Fiberight’s (a 75-80 percent
reduction). PERC is paid for,
and the market for electricity is
known.

There’s no minimum waste re-
quirement as part of PERC’s up-
dated municipal contracts, and
no associated penalties. There
are no restrictions on towns’
ability to aggressively cut their
waste disposal costs by divert-
ing organics.

But opting for PERC also en-
tails risk. The PERC partnership
expires Dec. 31, 2018, so towns
with a stake in the facility
would do well to plan for a post-
2018 partnership and a structure
that protects their interests and
equity.

Deciding where to send their
trash will be one of the most sig-
nificant decisions towns and cit-
ies make this year. They would
serve their taxpayers best by
carefully considering the two pro-
posals before them — and fully
understanding the risks with
each one.

The Trash decision 187
Towns have To make
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