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America’s leaders
Our politicians and candi-

dates for public office should
embrace the values of caring,
honesty, respect and responsi-
bility. Donald Trump hurls in-
sults at his opponents but offers
no thought-out policies for vot-
ers to consider. We are not that
dumb and need to demand
more.

Fortunately, we are a nation
of law. Our Constitution tells us
how to function as a country,
provides checks and balances
and enshrines our rights. It
gives us the tools to work to-
gether as a diverse nation.

We need leaders who can
help us work together in a com-
plex world. If we do not vote for
that kind of governance, then
we are frightened, lazy or, as
Trump says, stupid.

Jan Owen
Belfast

Telemedicine unsafe
Maine Family Planning

plans to sell a medication,
RU486, to perform chemical
abortions via webcam, making
Maine the third state to allow
this dangerous procedure.
There have been at least 2,207
adverse events to the use of
this medication, including 14
deaths, 612 hospitalizations, 58
ectopic pregnancies, 339 blood
transfusions and 256 cases of
infections, according to a 2011
report from the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration.

A Feb. 29 BDN article re-
ported that the procedure is
limited to no more than 70 days
from the first day of the last
menstrual period, but the FDA
recommends 49 days. They
also recommend that women
see an abortion doctor in per-
son prior to having a chemical
abortion. Medical supervision,
which will be lacking with the
new Maine webcam abortion,
could prevent deaths like
these.

This perversion of good tele-
medicine technology is putting
women in danger and must
stop. Maine must join the 18
other states that have laws on
the books that say abortion
providers must be in the same
room as pregnant women. We
must protect the lives and
health of Maine women, not
the bottom line of Maine Fam-
ily Planning.

Ron Stauble Sr.
Unity

Sanders for America
I support Bernie Sanders’

presidential campaign because
I want to bring back the Ameri-
ca I grew up in.

In 1971, my father got a
unionized manufacturing job
with the Kroger Corp. Thanks
to that good-paying job, he

earned the down payment for
the house we moved into five
years later. Our new home was
part of a housing development,
which continued growing until
the early 1980s.

Plenty has changed since
1976. American businesses
have divided and broken
unions while keeping Ameri-
can workers scared and hungry
by shipping jobs overseas and
hiring them to work in part-
time and temporary jobs. The
prosperity that was shared dur-
ing the 1970s lands in far fewer
hands today, and although our
workers’ productivity soars,
their paychecks don’t keep pace
with rising prices.

Millions of modest houses
have been abandoned and fore-
closed on. In some cities, blight-
ed neighborhoods have been
bulldozed to keep property val-
ues from plummeting beyond
recovery. The destruction of
these houses supplies the best
indicator available of how far
American workers’ fortunes
have declined in the last 40
years.

I want us to get the jobs and
houses back. I want to live in an
America in which prosperity is
widely shared and irresponsi-
ble, bottomless greed is re-
placed by sound economics and
pragmatic altruism.

Say that I’m unrealistic in
wanting all this, but I won’t be-
lieve it. And neither would
Sanders.

Clinton Grubbs
Bangor

GOP lost its way
The Republican Party has

lost its way. It is not a wonder
that Donald Trump leads in all
the polls. The American people
are speaking, and it might be a
good idea for the Republican
Party puppeteers who hide in
the shadows to listen.

For Mitt Romney to go on
national television only to criti-
cize a presidential candidate
was bad enough. But for the
Republican Party to encourage
it is unconscionable. For Rom-
ney to have the audacity to
imply that the American people
who voted for Trump are feeble-

minded is an insult to democ-
racy.

Ted Cruz, born in Canada,
may not even be eligible to run
for president. Claiming to be a
scholar of the Constitution, he
justifies his run by quoting an
ambiguous passage from the
Constitution and pointing out
that John McCain, born in the
Panama Canal Zone, was al-
lowed to run.

Article II of the Constitution
clearly states that you must be
a natural-born citizen of the
United States to be eligible for
the presidency. In other words,
you must be born on U.S. soil to
be able to serve as president.

Marco Rubio in the last year
has missed 41 percent of votes
in the U.S. Senate, worse than
any other sitting senator. Rubio
excuses his dereliction of duty
by stating other people do not
show up either.

Nothing is beneath the Re-
publican Party. It is a disgrace.

Catherine Ferrell
Greene

Tourney broadcasts
While I was thrilled to read

in a March 1 BDN article that
the attendance at the recent
high school basketball tourna-
ment games is up some 6,000
fans this year, I’m a little dis-
gruntled, too. I don’t know the
reason Maine Public Broad-
casting Network didn’t broad-
cast the semifinals and regional
finals as they have in past
years, but I missed its wonder-
ful coverage.

I enjoyed games via live
streaming, but the streams
weren’t without their fair share
of issues. There were no re-
plays, no half-time interviews
or commentator talks about
the games, and sometimes the
buffering was annoying.

I’d heard that having five
classes now and needing an-
other venue made it nearly im-
possible to telecast, but is there
another reason? It must be
costly to broadcast from so
many sites. I know the Maine
Principals’ Association has
two years left on its contract,
with an option for a five-year
extension, with the National
Federation of State High
School Associations Network
to livestream tourney games,
and while that’s great for tour-
ney fans, what about the elder-
ly or the shut-ins who don’t
have Internet? I’d really like to
see these games broadcast
again on MPBN.

In spite of these issues, I’m
glad attendance was up and
that the weather was mostly
good for traveling. There is
nothing more entertaining on
a cold February day than sit-
ting at the Cross Insurance
Center to watch great high
school basketball.

Glenda Crosby
Passadumkeag
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H
ousing and rental prices
are on the rise and
apartment vacancy rates
are near zero in Port-

land, highlighting the city’s pop-
ularity as a place to live, work
and retire. In many ways, these
are positive signs for the city.
The downside is a lack of afford-
able housing for some of the
city’s longtime residents and
families.

In a recent example, 24 resi-
dents of an apartment complex
on Grant Street received eviction
notices from the New Jersey
company that owns their com-
plex. The company plans to up-
grade the apartments for higher-
paying residents. City officials
stepped in to delay the evictions,
but it remains unclear where the
residents, some of whom have
mental illness, will go. Although
the number of tenants affected in
this case was high, this is a com-
mon scenario as developers seek
to meet the city’s demand for up-
scale condominiums and apart-
ments.

A lack of affordable housing is
not unique to Portland. Growing
cities across the country are
looking for ways to increase the
supply of housing that is within
reach of young working people
and low-wage families as well as
those who qualify for federally
supported rental assistance.

The most direct solution is to
build more affordable housing.

Construction of a 45-unit pub-
lic housing building in Port-
land’s Bayside neighborhood is
underway. Yet it won’t meet the
full demand. There are 7,500 peo-
ple on a waiting list for afford-
able housing vouchers in seven
communities stretching from
Augusta to South Portland; 4,000
of them live in Portland. Anoth-
er 1,500 Portland residents are
on a waiting list for public hous-
ing units managed by the Port-
land Housing Authority. The au-
thority has 1,000 housing units
and 1,800 Section 8 vouchers.
But it takes a minimum of three
years to rise to the top of these
lists.

In the meantime, low-income
Portland residents “pay way
more than they should for hous-
ing,” according to Mark Adelson,
executive director of Public
Housing Authority.

State lawmakers are consider-
ing a bill that would streamline
housing assistance by creating a

single statewide waiting list for
housing vouchers. This won’t
shorten the wait times, however,
because not enough affordable
housing is available.

Building new units is depen-
dent on funding from the federal
Department of Housing and
Urban Development and the
state. Both sources are inade-
quate, Adelson said. In addition,
vacant lots are rare in the city so
there is little room for new hous-
ing construction.

As a result, Portland has tried
to incentivize developers and
landlords to include affordable
housing in their projects. For ex-
ample, the city’s inclusive hous-
ing ordinance requires that a
small number of affordable units
be included in a new develop-
ment project. The City Council
next month will vote on a propos-
al to raise the fee developers
must pay to obtain a permit for
housing construction projects. A
current city ordinance already
reduces this fee by 25 percent if
affordable units are included. If
the fee rises from 1.1 to 1.6 per-
cent of a project’s cost, this sig-
nificantly increases the financial
incentive to include affordable
housing.

Some in the city are talking
about rent controls and more
rights for tenants. These are
worthwhile conversations, but
both come with the risk of slow-
ing development in the city.

Bangor has a different ap-
proach. Because its 560 public
housing units are always full and
demand oustrips supply for Sec-
tion 8 vouchers, the city has fo-
cused on acquiring housing for
working families that don’t qual-
ify for subsidies or vouchers.
Just this week, the Bangor Hous-
ing Authority closed on the pur-
chase of the 60-unit Parkwoods
housing development on Griffin
Road, which had been owned by
the city. The authority will reno-
vate the units and rent them at
monthly rates slightly below the
city’s market rate. It has success-
fully used this model for 10
downtown apartments in the
building that formerly housed
Freese’s Department Store.

Encouraging growth while
seeking to preserve affordable
housing is a difficult balance.
Both Bangor and Portland are
wise to pursue innovative solu-
tions to their affordable hous-
ing crunches.

Build more homes to
meet housing needs

U
nlike Iran, North Korea
has been impervious to
international efforts to
force it to forswear the

use of nuclear weapons. But new
sanctions approved by the United
Nations Security Council last
week offer at least the possibility
of altering North Korea’s behav-
ior. Much will depend on wheth-
er China, North Korea’s patron,
enabler and largest trading part-
ner, follows the letter and spirit
of the resolution it supported.

The measure was prompted by
North Korea’s test in January of
what it characterized as a hydro-
gen bomb, as well as repeated
missile test launches. But North
Korean defiance of the interna-
tional community stretches back
years. Neither previous sanc-
tions nor diplomacy have in-
duced the reclusive regime in
Pyongyang to end its nuclear
program.

The new resolution, approved
after lengthy negotiations be-
tween Chinese and U.S. diplo-
mats, significantly expands sanc-
tions against North Korean indi-
viduals and entities involved
with the insular country’s nucle-

ar weapons program. It also re-
quires the inspection of cargo en-
tering or leaving North Korea
and bars the importation of avia-
tion fuel.

But even as it strengthens
sanctions, the resolution leaves
their enforcement to U.N. mem-
bers. As a practical matter, that
means North Korea will feel the
pressure only if China takes its
responsibilities seriously, rath-
er than circumventing the sanc-
tions on the pretext of avoiding
“adverse humanitarian conse-
quences.”

Beijing must recognize that
anxiety about North Korea’s in-
tentions threatens a nuclear
arms race not just on the Korean
peninsula but in the entire re-
gion.

China may not be able to dic-
tate policy to North Korea’s un-
predictable leader Kim Jong
Un. But it provides a lifeline to
him and his inner circle and
props up the country’s infra-
structure. If it’s serious about
calming tensions on the Korean
peninsula, it will use that con-
siderable influence.

Los Angeles Times (March 7)
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