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Cancel classes
I agree with with Lance La-

joie’s March 25 Bangor Daily
News letter to the editor criti-
cizing the University of Maine
for its reluctance to not cancel
classes during inclement
weather, and I want to take the
idea a step further.

The university runs a trans-
port van for disabled students.
On stormy days, UMaine can-
cels the operation of the van so
that no one gets hurt if there is
a crash. The students that rely
on that van must then find their
own way to the classes (since
the school has not canceled
classes) and sometimes get to
the classroom only to find that
the professor has canceled the
class (because they did not
want to jeopardize their own
life getting to the university for
work).

What is the sense in this?
This policy needs to be scruti-
nized and clarified so that ev-
eryone is safe.

Deb Mansell
Hampden

I-395 connector
I am opposed to the Inter-

state 395-Route 9 connector.
Shortly after I addressed the
March 25 Bangor Area Compre-
hensive Transportation System
meeting, Scott Rollins of the
Maine Department of Trans-
portation claimed what we’ve
heard is not true. Deputy Com-
missioner Jon Nass pointed to
several books, saying the proj-
ect has been thoroughly vetted.
One of them contains 67 pages
of my own questions to the 2012
draft environmental impact
statement, the majority of
which the Department of Trans-
portation considered not sub-
stantive, neatly packaged and
unanswered.

That’s what these people do:
control the conversation by dis-
simulation. Maybe it’s time the
public demands real answers as
our tax dollars drive these
events. As of February 2015,
$2.8 million had been spent on
this study and the cost to con-
struct the 2B2 route is $61 mil-
lion.

I have asked the following
question of many state and fed-
eral officials and no one has
answered. FOAA documents of
emails starting on Dec. 16, 2011,
indicate that the Federal High-
way Administration study co-
manager advised his Maine De-
partment of Transportation
counterpart that because of cri-
teria changes, the preferred al-
ternative, the 2B2, does not sat-
isfy the purpose and need and
moving forward with the analy-
sis is now an apples-to-oranges
comparison. We would learn
two years later that the Federal
Highway Administration study
co-manager was overruled by
his superiors. The administra-

tion needs to explain why they
allowed this study to continue
and why they suppressed such
serious concerns from their
own transportation profession-
al.

This has been and continues
to be an unethical process lock-
ing out private citizens and
their municipal leaders.

Larry Adams
Brewer

Keep solar simple
Net metering for residential

solar power producers is a great
practice that benefits both the
homeowners with solar panels
on their roofs and electric utili-
ty companies. The homeowner
benefits by being able to “bank”
electricity credits during our
long summer days to use during
our short winter days while pay-
ing a fee to the utility for distri-
bution of the electricity. The
utility company benefits from
net metering almost twice what
it costs them, according to
Maine Public Utility Commis-
sion analysis.

LD 1649, under consideration
in the Legislature, proposes to
grandfather existing solar net
metering contracts. That is one
of the many good features of the
bill. But the bill as it is written
now will deny net metering to
new residential solar produc-
ers. Instead of net metering, LD
1649 proposes having new resi-
dential producers sell their
electricity to the utilities then
buy it back. That is fine for
businesses, but let’s keep it
simple for homeowners who
want to produce enough solar
electricity for their use with
perhaps some to spare.

Our legislators should sup-
port LD 1649 and make the
changes necessary so net me-
tering is available not only for
those of us who already have a
few solar panels on our roofs or
in our yards but also for new
residential solar producers.

Jill Martel
Dedham

Rockland zoning rules
Rockland’s City Council held

a planning meeting March 24 to
propose regulations to protect

the city against companies
building power plants, such as
the proposed natural gas-fired
plant, that could hurt our peo-
ple, our environment and our
community’s ability to grow
and prosper.

One serious omission in the
plan was zoning restrictions on
where power plants, even on a
small scale, could be located.
The plan calls for prohibiting
these facilities from zones A
and AA only. Without tighter
zoning restrictions, develop-
ments such as Bartlett’s Woods
Retirement Community, which
is zoned B, could have a noisy,
intrusive, possibly polluting
plant constructed right next
door. And the most bizarre part
is this plant could belong to a
company located miles away,
which just found it convenient
or cheaper to locate it in some-
one else’s backyard. Imagine
the disastrous effect on proper-
ty values this ordinance would
cause.

The ordinance would also
damage the character and po-
tential for growth for the entire
city by allowing such lax zon-
ing regulations. Who would
want to invest in property in a
city when there were no assur-
ances that power plants could
become their next-door neigh-
bor? No one.

Zoning laws exist to to pro-
tect people and the communi-
ties in which they invest and
live. They assure us that our
investments are safe and our
communities remain livable.
Let’s make sure the City Coun-
cil continues to offer those as-
surances by revising this zon-
ing proposal.

Randle Christian
Rockland

Second Amendment
I am writing in response to

Steve Perrin claiming in a
March 21 BDN letter to the edi-
tor that the Second Amendment
is now obsolete because the
times have changed and so
have guns. He also claims to
know that the ratifiers of the
Bill of Rights did not have to-
day’s guns in mind when they
wrote it.

He is not the first person to
ask this question and probably
not the last, but I never see any
call for an overhaul or aban-
donment of the First Amend-
ment because of today’s com-
munications systems. I also
doubt very much that Perrin
wrote his letter with a quill and
inkwell. The world has modern-
ized, but the Constitution still
is needed and useful.

If somebody is breaking into
your house in the night, would
you rather have a gun in your
bedstand or a cellphone and
wait 10 to 30 minutes for help to
arrive?

Merle Cousins
Southwest Harbor
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B
ags of trash are falling into
place as towns and cities in
the Bangor area and
throughout much of cen-

tral, northern and coastal Maine
decide where they will send their
residents’ household waste in 2018.

More than 60 towns have agreed to
send their garbage to a yet-to-be-built
waste processing facility in Hamp-
den. Maryland-based Fiberight is
planning to build, own and operate
that facility, where processing equip-
ment would extract recyclables, then
convert organic materials from the
remaining waste into a marketable
biogas.

But a number of members of the
Municipal Review Committee —
which represents the waste disposal
interests of 187 towns and cities that
today send their waste to the Penob-
scot Energy Recovery Co. incinera-
tor in Orrington — have yet to com-
mit to the project the MRC has se-
lected for the region’s post-2018 gar-
bage.

A number of factors understand-
ably still give some in the region
pause about committing to Fi-
beright. Here’s how Fiberight and
the MRC could start to assuage some
of those concerns.

Release an economic analysis. Fi-
beright CEO Craig Stuart-Paul and
Municipal Review Committee offi-
cials have touted flexibility as one
hallmark of the Fiberight technolo-
gy. There’s the potential for a variety
of end products after processing the
organic materials in garbage, from
engineered fuel pellets to cellulosic
ethanol. But, apart from recyclables,
the project is starting with one end
product — biogas to be piped
through the Bangor Natural Gas dis-
tribution system and sold to indus-
trial end users, or compressed and
used to fuel CNG-powered vehicles.

It’s all technically possible, and
Stuart-Paul has made arrangements
with Bangor Gas and sought out
customers. But as municipal offi-
cials have reviewed their garbage
options, the MRC has made no inde-
pendent economic analysis avail-
able to them that demonstrates the
market demand for biogas and CNG
or that proves the facility can run in
the black off a combination of
$70-per-ton tip fees for garbage and
sales of recyclables and biogas.

The MRC’s nine-member board
last year reviewed an economic as-
sessment that evaluated the Fi-
beright facility’s financial perfor-
mance under a number of operating
scenarios. But the municipal offi-
cials who make up the board signed
a confidentiality agreement to pro-
tect the document. The MRC has re-
leased only a two-page summary of
its highlights.

Stuart-Paul said he plans to soon
share a more detailed financial
summary as the picture becomes
clearer around towns’ solid waste
commitments, customers for the

plant’s products and, consequently,
plant operating costs and revenues.
Municipal officials and taxpayers
need more data so they can have
confidence that the $70-per-ton tip
fee they’re being quoted is a reliable
figure.

Clear up comparison confusion.
Each element of the Fiberight pro-
cess is a scientifically established
one, and most of the technology Fi-
beright would combine in Hampden
is in use at waste processing facili-
ties in the U.S. and Europe. But
much of the concern about Fiberight
involves the risk of embracing an
unfamiliar combination of technolo-
gies that hasn’t yet been deployed at
a commercial scale in the U.S.

Stuart-Paul has tried to assuage
those concerns. In a BDN OpEd in
February, he cited 330 plants in Eu-
rope that use “the technology that
will drive the Fiberight facility.”
And at a town council meeting in
Hermon earlier this month, Stuart-
Paul said, “We’re building name-
plate 331.”

Indeed, hundreds of facilities use
mechanical-biological treatment for
waste. But mechanical-biological
treatment refers to a combination of
mechanical sorting elements and a
biological process, not a specific
mix of technologies, much less Fi-
beright’s specific mix.

What differentiates Fiberight is
its use of enzymatic hydrolysis, a
process that uses enzymes to break
an organic waste pulp down into
sugars. Once those sugars are in liq-
uid form, an anaerobic digester can
convert them quickly and efficiently
into biogas, according to Stuart-
Paul.

Enzymatic hydrolysis isn’t new.
What’s newer is its commercial ap-
plication to waste. REnescience,
part of the Danish DONG Energy
group, is developing a commercial-
scale waste processing facility in
Northwich, England, that will use
enzymatic hydrolysis and produce
biogas. That’s expected to open in
2017. Fiberight would open the fol-
lowing year.

Should the enzymatic hydrolysis
step fail in Hampden, Stuart-Paul
said, Fiberight would operate much
like the older mechanical-biological
treatment plants online in Europe.
Instead of biogas, the resulting
products would be cellulose and a
refuse-derived fuel, for which Stu-
art-Paul said he has lined up local
customers.

Municipal leaders need to be able
to dig deep into this information.
They need to know which elements
of the Fiberight process are at work
in each comparison facility, and
which aren’t. And they need all the
information they can get their hands
on about the plant’s finances and the
market for Fiberight’s end products.
In the end, more information can
only lead to more confidence in
towns’ final solid waste decisions.

More inforMation the key for towns

trash decisions

T
he Tribeca Film Festival
opens April 13 in New
York minus one film from
the original lineup:

“Vaxxed: From Cover-up to Catas-
trophe.” It’s a crackpot documen-
tary purporting a connection be-
tween vaccines and autism. The
decision last weekend to with-
draw the film, after a public out-
cry, is good for the moral health of
the festival — and for the physical
health of children.

It is the work of Andrew Wake-
field, once a respectable British
doctor. He lost the right to prac-
tice medicine after his 1998 re-
search linking the MMR (measles,
mumps, rubella) vaccine with au-
tism was proved to be fraudulent.
Since then, he’s become a conspir-
acy monger, spreading spurious
notions about the safety of vac-
cines. The anti-vaxxing crowd,

which includes celebrities such as
Jenny McCarthy, can point to one
worrisome development: Measles
are on the rise, thanks to unvacci-
nated people.

Wakefield preys on the fears of
parents who are searching for the
cause of their child’s autism. Rob-
ert De Niro apparently is one of
them. The actor, a co-director of
the prestigious festival, has an
18-year-old son with autism. De
Niro initially said the film should
be shown because he and his wife
“believe it is critical that all of the
issues surrounding the causes of
autism be openly discussed and
examined.”

But we’re glad that one of Amer-
ica’s greatest film actors changed
his mind and declined to confer le-
gitimacy on a documentary that
should only be denounced.

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (March 30)
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