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Scrap I-395 connector
What is the Maine Depart-

ment of Transportation think-
ing? This whole ridiculous
I-395/Route 9 connector plan is
nutty. It’s too expensive and we
do not need it. Traffic in Brew-
er is always busy anyway. Has
anyone ever thought about the
traffic on Route 9 to Calais?
That is a hilly, curvy road that
will be very dangerous with in-
creased traffic.

I do not believe that people in
Eddington should lose their
homes and property to eminent
domain. This is Maine, and we
do not treat our residents with
eminent domain. There is very
little information for the people
who would be affected. The De-
partment of Transportation
needs to rethink this whole
plan. This seems to be a substi-
tute for the rejected east-west
highway.

A.J. Berry
Lincolnville

Age discrimination
I completed the commercial

truck driving course at Tri-
County Tech Center in Dexter,
and I am licensed by the state
to drive Class A commercial
tractor-trailer trucks. I have a
clean driving record, two
years of experience driving
tandem dump trucks, hauling
sand and gravel, and experi-
ence hauling equipment on
trailers.

I was laid off last fall when
my employer was downsizing.
I have applied to about eight
employers, and was well con-
sidered by most of them for
employment. But I was turned
down because I am not 21
years old. They all told me
that they could not hire me
because their insurers will
not cover anyone under age
21, and even under 23 much of
the time.

Neither my clean driving
record nor my two years of
experience were ever consid-
ered. The reason I could not be
hired was because the insur-
ers won’t let them. This is dis-
crimination against an entire
group of young men and
women simply because of
their age.

I hope that American people
can come to their senses soon
and realize that a whole gen-
eration of young adults are
being discriminated against
just because we are the wrong
age. This is as wrong as dis-
crimination against someone
for the color of their skin. I
just want a chance to work.

Vincent Pitts
Garland

Solar will create jobs
As the legislative session

comes to an end, the Legisla-
ture faces a defining moment
for the state: Will we embrace
the future and strive for prog-
ress and innovation, or will we
continue down a path of lost
opportunities? All across the
state, Mainers are looking to
Augusta for leadership, but
their representatives continue
to ignore the best interests of
their constituents.

Since 2011, Maine’s once-
thriving paper industry has
lost 2,300 jobs, with the closing
of the Madison Paper mill
being the most recent. Maine
is the oldest state in the nation
with a median age of 43 years
old, and 25 percent of Mainers
will be 65 or older by 2030. The
state is in dire need of a new
direction in order to save its
people from an uncertain fu-
ture. Luckily, the Legislature
has the opportunity to reinvig-
orate Maine and live up to the
state motto: “I lead.”

The Maine Legislature will
soon vote on LD 1649, which
will modernize Maine’s solar
energy policy and encourage
economic growth. This legisla-
tion will add more than 800
good-paying jobs to Maine’s ail-
ing economy, decrease the
state’s dependency on unreli-
able fossil fuels and give Maine
an innovative advantage over
other states’ solar policies.

By passing this legislation,
the state will not only help the
economy, but also attract peo-
ple to the state. Maine can once
again represent the way life
should be by leading the na-
tion in progress and innova-
tion.

Jared Mummert
Unity

Policies for women
Year after year, Americans

head to the polls to vote on ev-
erything from school budgets to
the leadership of the free world.
But we don’t just choose be-
tween individuals. We vote a
set of values, and this year is no
different.

One set of values leaves
women stuck in low-wage jobs
that perpetuate a cycle of pov-
erty. It ensures that women like

me are fired when they get
pregnant. It eliminates econom-
ic security for victims of do-
mestic abuse. It ensures that
women have inadequate access
to health care. These values
leave women unable to advance
their educations, find adequate
childcare to stay in the work-
force or even to plan their preg-
nancies.

Then, there’s another set of
values. It’s a set of values that
gives women a fair day’s pay
for a fair day’s work, even for
tipped workers. It advocates
for paid family leave, so that
women don’t have to choose
between a family and a career.
It ensures that women like me
who have found themselves
victims of domestic abuse
have access to food, housing
and safety. It’s a value system
that treats health care as a
right, gives women a chance at
an education, ensures univer-
sal access to pre-kindergarten
education and gives us the
right to choose.

It’s no secret why there’s a
gender gap in elections. Conser-
vative policies are bad for
women. This year, let’s vote for
real values on minimum wage,
universal pre-K and a slate of
progressive candidates from
the president to the Maine Leg-
islature.

Jerika Chasse
Bangor

Transgender sense
Instead of being brain-

washed about tolerance, diver-
sity and political correctness,
children should be taught and
shown the difference between
right and wrong. Allowing
boys who supposedly “identi-
fy” as girls to use girls rest-
rooms, and vice versa, is bla-
tantly wrong for many reasons,
not the least of which is the
potential embarrassment and
intimidation of 99 percent of
the population to appease less
than 1 percent, as well as the
increased probability of bully-
ing and violence toward trans-
gender students.

Separate restrooms based
upon biological sex have
worked for centuries. A quote
by well-known fly fisherman
and author Lefty Kreh seems
appropriate: “Common sense
just ain’t so common anymore.”

Joe Bertolaccini
Orrington

Christian health care
If Christians were really

“Flock[ing] to health care shar-
ing,” as an article in the April
9-10 edition of the BDN sug-
gested, we’d have universal
health insurance in this coun-
try instead of Ted Cruz.

Bruce Brown
Brewer
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P
ortland city councilors
soon will consider raising
the city’s age for buying to-
bacco products to 21. Such

a change makes sense for many
reasons, including long-term
health benefits.

The city’s public safety, health
and human services committee is
moving forward with a proposal
to raise the legal age for buying
tobacco products in Portland from
18 to 21. State law requires tobac-
co purchasers to be at least 18
years old. The proposal, which
also would apply to e-cigarettes,
now goes to the full council,
which will consider it on April 25.

Portland would join more than
100 cities, including Boston, New
York, Chicago, Cleveland and
Kansas City (both in Missouri
and Kansas), that have already
raised the age to 21. On Jan. 1, Ha-
waii became the first state to re-
quire tobacco purchasers to be at
least 21.

A decade ago, Needham, Massa-
chusetts, became the first U.S.
community to raise its tobacco
purchase age to 21. The adult
smoking rate in Needham is now
half that of Massachusetts as a
whole. The mortality rates from
lung cancer in the community are
significantly lower than in Massa-
chusetts generally. Most impor-
tant, a survey by the MetroWest
Health Foundation found that the
smoking rate among high school
students in Needham was signifi-
cantly lower than in surrounding
communities, where the tobacco
purchase age remained 18. This
result undermines arguments
from opponents of raising the
smoking age who say teens will
simply buy cigarettes in other
communities or ask older friends
to buy them smokes.

“I think this is the first sort of
in-depth study that kind of vali-
dates what we know to be true,
which is that availability and ac-
cess to substances is a real risk
factor, especially to adolescents,”
Needham’s Public Health Direc-
tor Timothy McDonald told the
Needham Times.

Needham’s findings are sup-
ported by an Institute of Medicine
report. Its research indicates that
fewer people would begin the

smoking habit if they could not
buy tobacco products until they
were 21. According to a March
2015 report by the institute, about
90 percent of smokers say they
began before age 19. Raising the
age to 21 would have a significant
effect on high school-age smokers
and potential smokers because
their 18- to 20-year-old peers no
longer would be able to legally
purchase tobacco for them. In ad-
dition, the institute said, the parts
of the brain responsible for deci-
sion making, impulse control and
peer pressure response continue
to develop into young adulthood.

The Institute of Medicine proj-
ects that tobacco use would drop
by 12 percent with the legal age
set at 21. Although it would take
years for the full health effects to
be known, the institute’s model-
ing shows the result would be
223,000 fewer premature deaths
and 50,000 fewer lung cancer
deaths among those born between
2000 and 2019. Collectively, this
group also would see a reduction
of 4.2 million years of life lost be-
cause of smoking-related health
problems.

In Maine the teen smoking rate
was cut by more than half between
the late 1990s and 2007, when it
began rising again. It since has
dropped again and remains below
the national average. Maine’s rela-
tively high cigarette tax rate — $2
per pack, though it hasn’t changed
in a decade — and historically
high investment in anti-smoking
efforts are among the reasons for
the comparatively low teen smok-
ing rate.

Maine’s adult smoking rate —
19.3 percent in 2014 — is above the
national average of 16.8 percent.
Adult smokers have higher rates
of asthma and worse dental
health than nonsmokers. Life ex-
pectancy among smokers is 10
years shorter.

Raising the tobacco purchase
age to 21 can be an important step
in reducing smoking rates and
improving the health of people in
Portland. And if such a move is
replicated statewide — in similar
fashion to Portland’s 1998 ban on
smoking in restaurants — the
benefits would spread across
Maine.

Tobacco in PorTland

B
ill Clinton got an earful last
week from Black Lives
Matter protesters in Phila-
delphia, and the former

president responded in kind —
and at length.

The dispute was over the 1994
crime bill, the most comprehen-
sive criminal justice legislation in
U.S. history. “Clinton crime bill
destroyed our communities,” a
protester’s sign read. Clinton ar-
gued that the bill had saved black
communities, and black lives. He
later expressed regret for his out-
burst. He shouldn’t have.

The legislation paid for close to
100,000 additional community po-
lice officers, built new prisons,
encouraged harsher sentences for
crimes and specifically toughened
penalties for rape and domestic
violence. Crime came down. Lives
were saved. The alternate history,
the one without the bill, would
likely be filled with the stories of
victims, many of them black.

The bill came with its human
cost. The trend toward more and
longer sentences surely harmed
some lives that otherwise could
have been redeemed. This cannot
be discounted. And yet to focus on
this observation at the exclusion
of all else would be a serious mis-
take. In fact, the current and
vocal critique of the bill is one
that can be reached only in hind-
sight. It is a luxury afforded by

the drastic decline in violent
crime over the past 22 years. Al-
most 11 million violent crimes
were committed in 1994, including
23,305 homicides — nearly double
the number of murders in 2014.

“If you weren’t seriously wor-
ried about crime in 1994, you just
weren’t paying attention,” wrote
criminal justice expert Mark A.R.
Kleiman in February, after the
crime bill emerged as an issue in
the Democratic presidential pri-
mary. “No one knew then that
we’d seen the worst.”

Crime is an enormously com-
plex phenomenon, one that may
ultimately be more responsive to
subtle social inputs than to blunt
punitive measures. Quantifying
the 1994 law’s effects, tying it to
the precipitous drop in crime
over the subsequent two decades,
will always be tricky.

The law is best understood as a
democratic response to a crisis.
Like all such responses, it was im-
perfect, dependent on political com-
promise and assumptions about the
future. But it’s doubtful this cur-
rent debate would even be happen-
ing without a steep drop in crime.
It’s worth remembering that a safer
society, more than any flaw partic-
ular to the law, has opened the po-
litical space to debate needed sen-
tencing reforms — and even to
heckle a former president.

Bloomberg View (April 14)
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