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Penalties for poachers
I want to thank Hancock

County District Attorney Matt
Foster and the Maine Warden
Service for their impressive
multiyear investigation and
prosecution of Ralph Fowler,
who pleaded guilty to a charge
of cruelty to animals and nu-
merous hunting violations.
Fowler has repeatedly exploit-
ed our cherished wildlife and
endangered public safety, and I
am glad justice was served.

Unfortunately, poachers usu-
ally receive mere fines for what
are often repeated violations
and often no cruelty charges
are filed, even when appropri-
ate. Wildlife officials estimate
that poachers kill just as many
animals as legal hunters. Yet,
with limited resources and
many acres of land to cover,
only 1 percent to 5 percent of
poached animals ever come to
the attention of state wildlife
agencies. Strong penalties,
such as those brought down on
Fowler, are crucial for deter-
ring poaching activities and
bringing these criminals to jus-
tice.

I hope this case will make
other poachers think twice be-
fore putting the future of our
wildlife at risk for their own
gain.

Diana de los Santos
Bar Harbor

Bangor’s local talent
On May 6, I attended the Ban-

gor Area Children’s Choir per-
formance at St. John’s Episco-
pal Church. What a nice eve-
ning I had along with what ap-
peared to be a full house. These
young people performed beauti-
fully as the director Robert
Ludwig led them in song.

A few weeks earlier, I at-
tended the annual presentation
of “Off Broadway,” sponsored
by the Rotary Club, at Peakes
Auditorium, which was equally
as enjoyable. And then there is
the Bangor Band, which I enjoy
regularly all year long.

All of these are local talent and
provide such a service to our
community and deserve much
credit for their hard work. There
are many other groups that work
very hard to provide service and
entertainment for us.

When we hear so much nega-
tivity these days, we must not
forget that we have many posi-
tive attractions from young and
old who are very good examples
to all of us.

Bill Hogan
Veazie

Clinton investigation
Hillary Clinton supporters

have to be aware that she is
under investigation by the FBI.
Nevertheless, they exude confi-
dence that no evidence of crimi-

nal activity will be uncovered.
This conviction is enforced by
her demonstrated cavalier atti-
tude on the campaign trail and
protestations of any wrongdo-
ing, whenever the matter is
raised.

The investigation is creeping
along at a snail’s pace. This sug-
gests the FBI is either oblivious
of the political repercussions
that the outcome of its investi-
gation will have on the current
presidential campaign or it is
engaged in concocting a plausi-
ble rationale to clear Clinton of
any wrongdoing. Is FBI Direc-
tor James Comey hesitant to
render a legal decision regard-
ing Clinton’s liability until a
politically opportune time?

If sufficient evidence is un-
covered to recommend a crimi-
nal referral to the attorney gen-
eral, will it come before the
Democratic National Conven-
tion, dooming her nomination
and throwing the Democratic
Party into chaos; after the con-
vention, when Clinton is
crowned as her party’s stan-
dard bearer, offering the pros-
pect that a presidential nomi-
nee may be subject to a crimi-
nal indictment; or after the
election in which Clinton
reigns, ushering in an adminis-
tration where one impeached
and one impeachable president
cohabit the White House?

Despite its apolitical reputa-
tion, can the FBI be prevailed
upon to find that Clinton has
not compromised national se-
curity nor engaged in corrupt
practices while secretary of
state? Under this administra-
tion, my bet is on a whitewash.

Ron Goldstone
Dexter

LePage accountable
I am a junior at Deering High

School. Our governor recently
made a statement about a stu-
dent overdosing on drugs at
Deering. For our governor to
wrongly accuse my school with
no evidence is irresponsible. It
is unfair for Gov. Paul LePage to
publicly brand Deering with
such a ridiculous story, and it is
frankly selfish to create a fake
story to support his motives.

As a student of a school I
widely respect with a staff that
have nothing but care for the

students, LePage must take re-
sponsibility for the effects of
his words. I respect that LePage
has opinions that are valid,
based on his experiences, but
he should not use fake experi-
ences to help advocate for his
own motives.

Angeliha Bou
Portland

National park forums
It is unfortunate that the Na-

tional Park Service and Sen.
Angus King are limiting the
voices of the people of the Katah-
din region by scheduling a meet-
ing with NPS Director Jonathan
Jarvis at noon on a workday in
East Millinocket, then provid-
ing a forum for Natural Re-
sources Council of Maine sup-
porters at the evening meeting
in Orono, where the auditorium
will be packed by professional
Big Park organizers.

It’s not really surprising, as
on Feb. 2, the Senate voted
down an amendment that
would have modified the 1906
Antiquities Act. It would have
preserved the president’s au-
thority to designate tracts of
federal land as national monu-
ments, but it also reserved a
seat at the table for people who
would be directly affected by
executive action.

King voted no.
Who is King listening to?
Steve Crouse
Patten

GOP deserves Trump
“He serves his party best,

who serves his country best,”
President Rutherford B. Hayes
said during his inaugural ad-
dress on March 5, 1877, and it
is inscribed on a stone that sits
on the grounds of the Hayes
Home and Museum in Fre-
mont, Ohio.

This is a slogan that should
be taped to the shaving (or
makeup) mirrors of every per-
son we send to Washington,
D.C. Perhaps it might have
given Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell pause before
he declared a Republican block
to President Barack Obama’s
every initiative, thereby ob-
structing any achievement that
would make the Democratic
Party look good in 2016.

The resulting gridlock we
hear about constantly is a Re-
publican traffic jam that has
paralyzed Washington and dis-
enchanted American people
with their government.

The unintended blowback to
the Republican Party is the rise
of Donald Trump to almost cer-
tainly represent them in the
2016 election. This is likely not
what McConnell had in mind is
it. But, to my mind, it is exactly
what the Republicans deserve.

Thelma H. White
Sorrento
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W
hen national park ser-
vice director Jonathan
Jarvis comes to Maine
next week, he’ll be bar-

raged with thoughts about the cre-
ation of a national monument in the
Maine woods. The arguments he’ll
hear, for and against the land pres-
ervation plan, won’t be new. He’s
heard them countless times in
Maine and around the country.
Each time a national park, recre-
ation area or monument is pro-
posed, the talking points are essen-
tially the same. Proponents promise
the conservation of important plac-
es and lots of visitors, translating
into a boost for the local economy.
Opponents warn that government
control will shut down local indus-
try and forestall future growth.

The simple question for the
Obama administration, which is
considering the declaration of 87,000
acres of Maine forestland as a na-
tional monument, is whether this
land warrants such a designation.

We believe it does.
As history shows, the valleys

and waterways east of Baxter
State Park have significant ap-
peal. The landscape inspired early
conservationists including Henry
David Thoreau and President The-
odore Roosevelt. After visiting the
area in 1846, and climbing Mount
Katahdin, Thoreau called for the
creation of “national preserves.”

“Why should not we, who have
renounced the king’s authority,
have our national preserves … for
inspiration and our own true re-
creation?” he wrote in “The
Maine Woods.”

The landscape isn’t much differ-
ent today from when Thoreau,
Roosevelt and the Penobscot Indi-
ans first found themselves in awe
because of its beauty and power.
The rivers are still untamed, the
vistas vast and old trees plentiful.

The land is owned by Elliotsville
Plantation Inc., the foundation
begun by controversial conserva-
tionist Roxanne Quimby, who has
long sought to create a national
park in the woods of Maine. The
foundation has opened much of its
land for recreational uses, including
hunting, fishing, snowmobiling,
cross-country skiing, canoeing,
horseback riding and hiking. It is
off-limits to timber harvesting.

EPI has been working for years
to have its land become a national
park. Despite broad public sup-
port, only one member of the
state’s congressional delegation —
1st District Rep. Chellie Pingree
— backs that plan. The foundation
has turned its attention to a na-
tional monument, which can be
designated by the president under

the Antiquities Act.
Many of the country’s now icon-

ic national parks, including the
Grand Canyon and Acadia, were
first preserved as national monu-
ments. And local residents and
legislators opposed these designa-
tions. The importance and value
of these places has now spread
well beyond the communities that
border them to enrich our country
and our planet.

Skepticism of a national park or
monument is understandable in
the Katahdin region, which until
recently had mills producing tons
of paper and plentiful jobs. But
with those paper mills and jobs
now gone, the region needs new
life. Will future generations look
back at this time and see a trea-
sured national park’s difficult cre-
ation or a missed opportunity?

Nationally, areas surrounding
national parks saw larger popula-
tion gains between 1970 and 2010
than the United States as a whole
— and certainly much more than
rural Maine. These areas also out-
paced the U.S. in income growth
and employment gains.

Numerous studies show that peo-
ple want to live in scenic places with
ample recreational opportunities.

Rural Maine can attract people
based on such assets, but people
well beyond Maine must know they
exist. Including these lands in a na-
tional monument will immediately
increase their visibility and grow
their appeal.

It should also be appealing to the
park service that the land comes
with a $40 million endowment, offer-
ing a new model of public-private
support for land preservation.

Jarvis, who will attend meetings
Monday in East Millinocket and
Orono at the behest of Sen. Angus
King, who asked the director to
again come to Maine to hear what
residents have to say, will hear di-
verse opinions about the national
monument proposal. While there
is vocal opposition in several com-
munities near the proposed monu-
ment, it is important to remember
that recent polling found that 67
percent of residents of Maine’s
rural 2nd Congressional District
said they support the creation of a
national park on the EPI land.

We are encouraged that the Na-
tional Park Service is doing its due
diligence in considering this pro-
posal, which we believe the Obama
administration should find benefi-
cial to Maine and the country.

You can share your thoughts
with Jarvis and King at a public
meeting at 5 p.m. Monday, May 16,
in the Collins Center for the Arts at
the University of Maine.

An opportunity
MAine shouldn’t Miss

W
hy are U.S. forces in
Yemen?

The Pentagon an-
nounced that U.S. forc-

es are now engaged in Yemen, join-
ing those in Afghanistan, Iraq,
Libya, Somalia and Syria in combat
in wars in the Middle East.

The deployment a few weeks ago
was not preceded by a U.S. declara-
tion of war, nor was it authorized
by any act of Congress. The Penta-
gon spokesman called it “a very
small team” that will be “providing
intelligence support” and whose
role will be “short term.” We’ve
heard that before.

The political and military situa-
tion in Yemen, a nation of some 25
million, the poorest in the Middle
East, is especially complex. There
are the forces of former president
Ali Abdullah Saleh, a Sunni. The
president, chosen in 2012 in a sin-
gle-candidate election, is Abd-Rab-
bu Mansur Hadi, also a Sunni, who
shuttles back and forth between
Saudi Arabia and Yemen, depend-

ing on how forces supporting him
are doing. The principal challenge
to these two Sunni rulers are
Houthi Shiite rebels, their religious
orientation having attracted the op-
position of the Saudis and Persian
Gulf states, including the United
Arab Emirates.

The political and military chaos
in Yemen has also provided an op-
portunity for al-Qaida and the Is-
lamic State to gain a foothold. The
Saudis and UAE have been bomb-
ing Yemen heavily for months now,
supported by the United States with
intelligence, spare parts, ammuni-
tion and, perhaps, pilot support.

It is hard to explain why Ameri-
ca is playing the active role that it
is now increasing in the war in
Yemen. If there is a valid explana-
tion, the public needs to hear it.
Otherwise, the U.S. troops and
other U.S. intervention in a war
that seems to have nothing to do
with American national interests
should end immediately.
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