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Park history lesson
Anyone who has read the

history of Acadia National
Park knows how fiercely the
local residents opposed the idea
right from the beginning. It
took George Dorr’s courage and
cool-headed strategy and, ulti-
mately, the power of the federal
government to see it through.

If the residents of Bar Harbor
and Mount Desert Island had
had their way, there would
have been no Acadia then or
now. That took place 100 years
ago, but the lessons for the pres-
ent day are clear.

Bill Carpenter
Stockton Springs

Representatives’wages
I wrote to all three of my rep-

resentatives in Washington as
a concerned Social Security re-
cipient. I got a letter from the
Social Security Administration
telling me I would not get a So-
cial Security cost-of-living in-
crease this year because the
cost of living had not gone up.

I asked Rep. Chellie Pingree,
and Sens. Angus King and
Susan Collins if they had given
themselves a cost-of-living in-
crease this year. I received no
answer from anyone, not even
an acknowledgment that I had
written.

I want to know the answer to
my question. Did my represen-
tatives in Washington get a
cost-of-living raise? If not, OK,
that is fair. If yes, I call that
unfair. This has to come out in
the open. What is the answer?

Belinda Frank
North Haven

Meilwillwork forMaine
Primary elections are fast

approaching and the people of
Camden, Rockport and Isles-
boro will be voting to replace
Rep. Joan Welsh. We confront
many issues in Maine and in
our communities. Despite what
many think, who we send to
Augusta and the votes they
make will affect all of us.

For almost 20 years, I’ve
worked with elected leaders
throughout the U.S. and around
the world. Elected leadership is
hard and often thankless work.
It requires a careful balance of
consideration of others’ ideas,
fortitude to get into the details
and the data, and when data
doesn’t or can’t clearly point a
way forward, the courage to
stand for your values.

With that in mind, I’d like to
encourage voters to join me in
voting for Democrat Kathleen
Meil in the June 14 primary
election.

Meil is committed to work-
ing hard to improve our com-
munities. From volunteering at
school, to chairing Rockport’s
Library Committee, she consid-

ers others, dives into the details
and stands by her values. She
does the work. And I know
she’ll keep working for us in
Augusta.

Heather Kashner
Camden

GunOpEdmisleading
I feel that I must reply to Rob-

ert Schwartz’s May 16 BDN
OpEd about a “dangerous loop-
hole” that allows dangerous
people to purchase a gun with-
out a background check. He
could have been a bit more
truthful in some of his com-
ments in the OpEd. I am a life-
long resident of Maine, a gun
shooter and gun owner, and a
federally licensed firearm deal-
er, so I feel qualified to rebut
some of the misleading state-
ments that were made.

This initiative that will be on
the November ballot isn’t about
closing loopholes but all about
gun control here in Maine. It is
almost all financed by out-of-
state gun control groups using
Mainers for Responsible Gun
Ownership as their mouth-
piece. Universal background
checks will not stop criminals
from obtaining guns because
they don’t go the legal route to
obtain guns.

He also says that these
checks would be fast and conve-
nient. As somebody who does
these, I know that this isn’t al-
ways the case. With govern-
ment bureaucracy, it can some-
times take up to eight days on a
legal transfer. Maine has used
the present system of gun trans-
fers since we became a state, so
why let out-of-state money and
influence change it now?

Vote no on gun control in
November.

Merle Cousins
Southwest Harbor

Already amonument
The adage, “None are so

blind as those who refuse to
see,” applies directly to the pro-
ponents of the North Woods na-
tional monument proposal.
Though they are entitled to
their views and opinions on the
controversial plan, it appears
that they are blind to the fact
that, as it is, northern Maine

can be described as a magnifi-
cent natural national monu-
ment — a national park, actu-
ally — that attracts tourists
from across this country and
beyond. So what’s wrong with
leaving it as it is? Why turn it
into another federally con-
trolled farce?

Tom Hennessey
Hampden

Take the country back
Donald Trump says we

must make America great
again. There is no question
that our country has gone
backwards, especially after
nearly eight years under
President Barack Obama. The
Democratic Party platform
supports abortion and same-
sex marriage. Now Obama
wants to allow transgender
men and women to use the
same bathrooms.

Hillary Clinton and Bernie
Sanders would carry on the
same policies. The liberal
courts have been forcing or try-
ing to force states, companies
and Christians to comply with
these immoral laws. We have a
chance to bring our country
back. Please pray and vote.

Thomas Coleman Sr.
Dedham

Shelteredworkshops
As the mother and sister of

an adult with Down syndrome,
and as political progressives,
we read with great interest the
May 18 BDN article, “Debate
flares over call to raise wages
for disabled in US.” Our son
and brother, Jon, has benefited
greatly from the social, educa-
tional and service opportuni-
ties that he gained from shel-
tered workshop employment.
Although a number of compa-
nies have been willing to try
him as a “regular” employee,
he has not succeeded in keep-
ing any position permanently.
Simply put, he cannot contrib-
ute in the way regular work-
places need their employees to
contribute.

Of course, there are many
different types of disability
and employment law should
reflect appropriate wages for
those disabled people who are
able to compete in the regular
work environment. But for
people with a profound dis-
ability, a sheltered workplace
and a lower minimum wage is
most likely to be the only way
to provide the services they
need. More important for
these individuals, who will
never be able to support them-
selves, is the feeling of pur-
pose that sheltered employ-
ment can offer.

Anne Hayes
Ellsworth
Lois Hayes
Boston
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There’s been much written
about what National Park
Service Director Jonathan
Jarvis and Sen. Angus

King heard during their meetings
this week with Maine people
about a proposed national monu-
ment near Patten.

Less attention has been focused
on what Jarvis, the highest rank-
ing official within the park ser-
vice, said.

Jarvis listened — for hours —
to Maine residents who adamant-
ly oppose a monument or park
and to those who eagerly await
the inclusion of 87,500 acres
owned by Elliotsville Plantation
Inc. in the park service’s portfo-
lio.

At the end of a well-attended
public hearing in Orono on Mon-
day, Jarvis took the microphone
to answer the questions he’d
heard. Far from ignoring con-
cerns from opponents of a monu-
ment designation, Jarvis an-
swered every question he heard
and addressed each questioner by
name.

Here’s a quick summary of Jar-
vis’ response to questions: No, the
park service will not — and can-
not — use eminent domain to en-
large the monument. There are no
buffers around National Park Ser-
vice lands and no regulations that
restrict activities on land near
these properties. Yes, hunting
and snowmobiling will continue
to be allowed on the land east of
the Penobscot River. Guides will
be welcomed. Oil and gas drilling
and mining will not be allowed if
the park service acquires the
land. Local input will be sought
and valued.

And, yes, this land is worthy of
a monument designation. This
small piece of the Maine woods
can be “an example for the rest of
the world of the beauty you all
know and love here in Maine,”
Jarvis said.

A national monument designa-
tion “says that your story, your
history, your area is of national
importance and there’s great
pride in that,” Jarvis told the au-
dience. “You should be proud of
these incredible places and its
history.”

People who live close to the pro-
posed monument naturally have a
different sense of pride about the
area than those who only occa-
sionally visit. They are proud of
the long tradition of public access
to the privately owned woodland
that covers much of Maine. That
pride can turn into anger that
these lands have changed hands

and that the rules for their use
have changed.

Some in attendance in Orono
and most at an earlier meeting in
East Millinocket expressed dis-
trust of Lucas St. Clair, his fami-
ly’s foundation and the federal
government. They yearned for the
time when they could hunt and
fish on the vast tracts of paper
company-owned land before it
was taken away from “us.”

The chairman of the Patten
Board of Selectmen, Richard H.
Schmidt III, summed up eloquent-
ly the region’s pride of “owner-
ship” of the North Woods and the
fear bred by constant change.

“The land and activities that
make up Maine’s North Woods
are as much a part of us as we are
of them,” he wrote in a May 18
BDN column in support of a mon-
ument. “This land has shaped us
through generations that built
our communities. Many, through-
out those generations, have used
the land in question as though it
were our own because in some
ways, it was, despite what you
may find on a piece of paper at
the registry of deeds.

“But those deeds, and the
changes made to them over the
past few decades, are important,”
he continued. “The paper compa-
nies left our communities. And
they took with them something
many of us never imagined could
be taken; the certainty of our eco-
nomic well-being.”

Roxanne Quimby’s ownership
has also eroded that certainty.
But Quimby’s land has become
more accessible over time in re-
sponse to concerns from local res-
idents, and EPI’s proposal has
changed accordingly. Hunting
and snowmobiling are now al-
lowed on some of the EPI land.
EPI, which seeks to donate the
land and $40 million to the park
service, has committed to include
the continuation of such access in
its deeds of transfer. With a mon-
ument designation, Jarvis said
this access will continue, in per-
petuity.

Over time, EPI heeded local
voices, and that process resulted
in a better plan.

This is a victory. This region is
special, the man who could play
a role in advising the president
on a national monument designa-
tion has concluded. More impor-
tant, the land should be kept the
way it is, open to Maine’s long
tradition of recreation but also
beckoning to a wider public
which has yet to discover its
beauty and history.

MonuMent proposal iMproved with local input

pride and preservation

Hillary Clinton wants
Americans to have ac-
cess to Medicare start-
ing at age 50. It’s an idea

well worth considering, not least
because so many Americans age
50 to 64 who don’t have job-based
health insurance struggle to af-
ford the relatively high premiums
they’re charged for private plans.
And Medicare is a popular, battle-
tested and relatively inexpensive
insurance system, costing less per
person than private insurance.

Such an expansion would have to
be carefully designed, however, to
make sure Medicare premiums for
this age group accurately and trans-
parently reflect the cost of coverage.
Underpricing would undercut pri-
vate insurers competing for the same
customers, and also saddle taxpayers
with the extra cost.

The most straightforward ap-
proach would be to offer people
younger than 65 a price equal to
the full cost of their coverage. That
would probably be at least $7,600
for people in their early 60s — an
estimate the Congressional Budget
Office came up with in 2008.

In contrast, the average second-
most-generous Obamacare plan
this year costs $10,911 for a
60-year-old. But the government
subsidizes those premiums
through a tax credit to people
whose incomes are less than 400
percent of the poverty line. It
would make sense to offer the
same subsidies to people who
would buy into Medicare.

If the price were well calculated,
a Medicare option could offer need-
ed competition in places where few
companies sell insurance on state
exchanges. That’s increasingly im-
portant: The number of counties
where just one plan is available is
projected to triple to more than 650
next year. And covering preventive
care for people during the decade
before they reach 65 could poten-
tially lower Medicare spending on
chronic diseases.

Selling Medicare policies on the
exchanges would be an ambitious,
yet not radical, way to expand in-
surance coverage. In other words,
just the kind of incremental reform
the health-care system needs.

Bloomberg View (May 18)

clinton’s radicalMedicare plan
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