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Stupak for probate
As a practicing attorney for

more than 33 years, I have been
more than pleased with the ser-
vice Renee Stupak has given to
my law firm. Stupak and her
staff are efficient, pleasant and
expeditious. Her election as
register of probate for Penob-
scot County would serve the
county’s residents well and en-
sure continued outstanding
probate services.

Voters will have a chance to
decide whether to re-elect Stu-
pak on June 14.

Patrick E. Hunt
Island Falls

Men can be victims
We all hear about men abus-

ing women. What about the
men who are being physically,
mentally, verbally and finan-
cially abused by women? If they
even try to defend themselves,
the situation turns against
them.

There are two sides to every
story, and the people involved
should start listening to them.
It’s time for an eye-opening re-
ality check. Abuse is abuse, no
matter if it is men or women
causing it.

Ellen Dayton
Bangor

Warden fiction
I’m writing in regard to a

June 2 BDN article about the
legislative investigation of the
Maine Warden Service’s under-
cover operation that took place
in the town of Allagash and was
the subject of a lengthy article
in the Maine Sunday Telegram.

I wish I had the same fore-
sight as Col. Joel Wilkinson of
the Maine Warden Service to
only respond to questions from
Colin Woodard in writing. Al-
though I spent much time an-
swering questions about that
undercover investigation, as it
related to the involvement of
North Maine Woods Inc., Wood-
ard never included the facts
behind what took place, which I
clarified for him orally.

From my standpoint, I can
relay that much of the informa-
tion in the Sunday Telegram
article was inaccurate and
harmful to all involved.

Al Cowperthwaite
Executive director
North Maine Woods Inc.
Ashland

Share the road
I went for a 32-mile bicycle

ride Sunday and was passed
more than eight times by driv-
ers who decided to pass into
oncoming traffic, causing three
of the oncoming vehicles and
myself to have to leave the
pavement to miss them. This is

illegal and dangerous behavior.
If you have forgotten every-

thing you learned in driver’s
education, let’s refresh. It is
only OK to pass when you can
do so in a safe manner for ev-
eryone concerned. Under
Maine law, “a passing vehicle
may be operated to the left of
the way’s center only when the
left side is clearly visible and
free of oncoming traffic for a
sufficient distance ahead to
permit overtaking to be com-
pleted without interfering with
the safe operation of an ap-
proaching or passed vehicle …
the passing vehicle must return
to the right before coming with-
in 100 feet of an approaching
vehicle.”

A passing vehicle may not
drive to the left of center “when
approaching the crest of a grade
or on a curve where the opera-
tor’s view is obstructed for a
distance as to create a hazard if
another vehicle approached
from the opposite direction.”

Passing vehicles under the
law also must maintain at least
a 3-foot distance from bicycles.

Please, remember to give bi-
cyclists some space; it’s a mat-
ter of respect and law.

Thomas Bickford
Orono

Concert noise a thorn
There may have been only

six noise complaints about the
Dierks Bentley concert June 4,
but I started hearing the driv-
ing beat and wailing lyrics
around 2:30 p.m., and they con-
tinued well into the evening.
Even with my windows closed,
it overpowered my radio and
TV. I still was hearing it when I
went to bed, even with the bed-
room windows closed at 10:30
p.m.

I went to a graduation party
from 5 to 7:30 p.m. on Mt. Hope
Avenue, north of Quirk Chev-
rolet, and couldn’t even escape
the concert noise there.

The cedar fencing installed
last month, while more attrac-
tive than the hurricane fencing
and ragged blue tarps, did little
to mitigate the noise and now
totally blocks any view of the
waterfront from Railroad Street
to Tim Horton’s on Main Street.
You’d never know there’s a

river or park there. Why does it
have to extend well beyond the
concert venue all the way to
Tim Horton’s?

There may have been only
six complaints, but perhaps
that’s because the futility of
complaining is finally sinking
in — the realization the city
just doesn’t care about their
abandoning of the quality of life
in the West Side Village, as long
as the money is coming in.

It’s a situation similar to the
Bangor High School students
and families having to travel to
Orono to graduate because the
Cross Insurance Center had
other commercial activities dis-
placing them.

Michael P. Gleason
Bangor

Network not feasible
Last year, the town of Rock-

port, along with Rockland and
Owls Head, commissioned an
$82,000 study to examine the
feasibility of expanding its
gigabit fiber-optic network to
each residence and business in
Rockport.

The study found it would
cost $7.9 million for Rockport
alone to build out the fiber-op-
tic network to each residence
and business. The 1 gigabit per
second service would cost $70
per month, if all residences and
businesses in Rockport sub-
scribed.

A survey of Rockport resi-
dents found that 85 percent of
respondents would not pay $75
or more per month for a service
10 to 100 times faster than their
current service. Moreover,
more than 60 percent said they
would not pay more than $45,
and 17 percent would pay noth-
ing at all.

The likely low adoption rate
would substantially increase
the per month cost of the ser-
vice or would require a subsi-
dy.

Perhaps tellingly, the other
partners in the study, Rockland
and Owls Head, dropped out of
the project. Nonetheless, Rock-
port is proposing a $300,000 fol-
low-up engineering project to
design what the feasibility
study clearly showed the vast
majority of residents do not
want.

I urge residents to attend the
town meeting at 7 p.m., June 15,
at the Rockport Opera House
and raise your hand against the
ill-conceived and wasteful engi-
neering study designed to sat-
isfy few but be funded by all.

Bob Jackson
Rockport

Election notice
The Bangor Daily News has

stopped accepting commentary
related to the June 14 primary
election. Not all submissions
can be published.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DOONESBURY GARRY TRUDEAU

On one hand, it is encour-
aging that powerful Re-
publicans, such as U.S.
Sen. Susan Collins and

House Speaker Paul Ryan, have
denounced GOP presidential nomi-
nee Donald Trump’s latest racist
comments. On the other hand, it is
troubling that such condemnations
treat the comments as an aberra-
tion — as if Trump will soon get
back to being more civilized.

He won’t. Trump is bigoted, rac-
ist, xenophobic, sexist and, worst
of all, an ill-informed know-it-all.
This is who he is, and he’s made it
clear he has no intention of chang-
ing or toning down his rhetoric.

The latest episode involves class-
action lawsuits against Trump
University, Trump’s defunct real
estate training program. Numer-
ous students filed lawsuits saying
they were defrauded by a program
that was more infomercial than
university. “The primary lesson
Trump University teaches its stu-
dents is how to spend more money
by buying more Trump Seminars,”
the plaintiffs said in a complaint
filed in California in 2010.

Trump and his legal team sought
to have the cases dismissed, seek-
ing what is known as summary
judgement. The judge presiding
over two of the cases partially de-
nied summary judgement in one of
them — another is pending, since
Trump’s team only filed for sum-
mary judgement in April. A study,
which reviewed summary judge-
ment decisions in six federal juris-
dictions from 1975 to 2000, found
that summary judgement was
granted only 10 percent of the time.

Instead of explaining why this
decision was wrong, Trump at-
tacked the presiding judge, Gonza-
lo Curiel. Trump accused Curiel of
being “a hater of Donald Trump —
a hater.” Also during a speech at a
rally last week in San Diego,
Trump said the judge “happens to
be, we believe, Mexican.” Later,
Trump explained Curiel had a con-
flict of interest in the case because
of his Mexican heritage — he was
born in Indiana — and Trump
wants to build a wall to separate
the United States from Mexico.

On Sunday, Trump doubled
down on his racist logic and said a
Muslim judge also could have a
conflict in hearing the case be-
cause Trump wants to ban Mus-
lims from the U.S.

His comments rightly drew
quick rebukes from numerous Re-
publicans, including Collins. “Don-
ald Trump’s comments on the eth-
nic heritage and religion of judges
are absolutely unacceptable,” the
senator said in a statement Mon-
day. “His statement that Judge Cu-
riel could not rule fairly because of

his Mexican heritage does not rep-
resent our American values.”

“Mr. Trump’s comments demon-
strate both a lack of respect for the
judicial system and the principle
of separation of powers,” she
added.

But she hasn’t given up on the
idea of backing Trump.

“I would love to be able to en-
dorse Donald Trump, but he really
has to change the approach that
he’s taken,” Collins said Wednes-
day morning on CNN. “If I were
giving him advice, I would tell him
he should own up to making mis-
takes. He should apologize to the
judge and to the American people.
And he should stop insulting peo-
ple.”

House Speaker Paul Ryan, who
had expressed reservations about
Trump, endorsed him last week.
On Tuesday, he was critical of
Trump’s comments.

“Claiming a person can’t do
their job because of their race is
sort of like the textbook definition
of a racist comment,” Ryan said.
“I think that should be absolutely
disavowed. It’s absolutely unac-
ceptable.”

Later, however, Ryan told Fox
News he didn’t believe Trump was
a racist. Textbook definition of a
racist: someone who makes racist
comments.

Here’s the problem for moderate
Republicans: Trump isn’t going to
magically become more pleasant
and tolerant or less racist.

In a Monday conference call with
high-level supporters, Trump over-
rode a directive from his own staff
telling these surrogates, including
former Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer
and Florida Attorney General Pam
Bondi, not to talk about the Curiel
matter. “Take that order and throw
it the hell out,” Trump said, accord-
ing to Bloomberg.

He then directed his surrogates
to go after reporters who wrote
about the Trump University law-
suits and Trump’s Curiel com-
ments. “The people asking the
questions — those are the racists,”
Trump said. “I would go at ’em.”

By Tuesday, Trump was trying
to walk back his comments, saying
he only meant he couldn’t get a
fair hearing from Curiel because
Trump is the Republican presiden-
tial nominee and his campaign fo-
cuses on “illegal immigration, jobs
and unfair trade.”

There was no apology, no ac-
knowledgement that his previous
comments were wrong. That’s be-
cause Trump’s offensive comments
are not uttered by mistake; they re-
flect who he is and what he thinks.

Repeatedly condemning
Trump’s comments, without con-
demning Trump, is meaningless.

Will they still endorse him?
Politicians vilifytrumP

Six years after Obamacare
became law, some 30 million
Americans still lack health
insurance. Louisiana has

found a trick to get a great num-
ber of them to sign up for Medic-
aid.

The policy is based on a simple
coincidence: Medicaid and the
federal food stamp program have
almost the same income thresh-
old, at least in the 31 states that
have expanded their Medicaid
programs under Obamacare. The
Bayou State has decided to auto-
matically check to see whether
the residents who receive food
stamps also qualify for Medicaid
— and, if so, to reach out and sign
them up. This approach will at
once lower the state’s uninsured
rate — one of the highest in the
country — and cut Medicaid’s ad-
ministrative costs.

Nationwide, some 8.8 million
people who are eligible for Medic-
aid have not enrolled. That’s
more than the number of people

who lack insurance because their
states have refused to cooperate
in the Medicaid expansion and
more than the number who can’t
get insurance because they’re in
the country illegally.

Increasing the uptake rate for
Medicaid is the single most prom-
ising way to reduce the number of
uninsured Americans — and it re-
quires no action by Congress.
Louisiana has already identified
105,000 potential new enrollees.

It’s true that greater enrollment
will increase Medicaid spending.
But it will eliminate much of the
public cost that arises when unin-
sured residents seek expensive
care in emergency rooms.

Louisiana, with a budget short-
fall among the most severe in the
country, demonstrates that enroll-
ing more people in Medicaid
doesn’t undermine fiscal pru-
dence or good government. That’s
a message other states should
hear.

Bloomberg View (June 6)

Bayou insurance coverage Plan
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