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Don’t be afraid
As I made my morning com-

mute, I listened to the soundbites
from the Republican National Con-
vention on the radio. All of the
speakers, aside from the plagia-
rized speech of Melania Trump,
had speeches with two prevailing
themes: fear and anger.

Former New York Mayor
Rudy Giuliani carried that torch
the highest. Giuliani said most
Americans are afraid of the fu-
ture, for their children and for
the police. This just isn’t true.
Every day, I am surrounded by
people from all walks of life who
speak of hope, kindness, peace
and making the world a better
place for our children.

They do not hide in their homes
for fear the Islamic State might
bomb them in the streets. They do
not run from Muslims for fear they
may be Islamic State recruits.
They do not ostracize blacks for
fear they might be criminals. They
do not stockpile ammo and guns.

Of course, there are those
whose lives are consumed with
fear and hatred. These people
have disorders such as agora-
phobia, or they’re xenophobic
or even delusional.

In spite of what is said at the
Republican National Convention
and by many Republicans, the ma-
jority of Americans are not fearful
and they are not hateful. We are a
people of love.

So before buying into the
noise, stop and think. Do we
want to live in fear? Or do we
want to live in hope?

Ryan Fairfield
Rome

Kingmustshowsupport
U.S. Sen. Angus King held a

public meeting in May in Orono
that more than 1,200 supporters
of the proposed national monu-

ment in the Katahdin region at-
tended. I was there and saw many
of my friends, neighbors and rela-
tives join in the standing ova-
tions for King and the director of
the National Park Service. That
was nearly two months ago, and
King has yet to make any public
statement of support for the pro-
posed national monument.

I own and run a business on
Main Street in Millinocket. Most
days, even in the height of sum-
mer now, Main Street is dead.

I was happy to read in the
news that King is working to get
federal assistance for the forest
products industry in Maine. But
when is he going to publicly sup-
port the proposed national mon-
ument? It, too, will bring people
and jobs to our region.

Help for the forest products in-
dustry will likely end up costing
the federal government millions
of dollars while the national mon-
ument comes with a private en-
dowment of millions of dollars.

This isn’t an either/or situa-
tion. We need the forest products
industry and a national monu-
ment to help turn around our re-
gion. It is time for King to stand
up and be counted as a national
monument supporter.

Jaime Renaud
Millinocket

Fulfordwith LGBT
Despite the Supreme Court

decision last year that legalized
same-sex marriage, we must re-
member that the fight for LGBT
equality still is being fought.
LGBT Mainers still have high-
er risks of experiencing home-
lessness than do their non-LG-
BT counterparts. LGBT Main-
ers still lack adequate educa-
tion about safe sex and access
to health care. LGBT Mainers
still have a greater chance of
attempting or committing sui-
cide. LGBT Mainers need the
support of their representatives
in Augusta.

Ignoring the interests of
his constituents, Maine Sen-
ate President Michael
Thibodeau voted against
same-sex marriage and for re-
strictions on transgender
Mainers using the bathrooms
associated with the gender
with which they identify.

As we approach Election
Day, voters have a lot to con-
sider. What examples are we
setting for our children? What
tone and climate are we creat-
ing in our state? And, how will
our representatives work to-
ward creating a promising fu-
ture for all Mainers?

Now, more than ever, the
LGBT community needs gov-
ernment to foster acceptance
and hope amid a climate of iso-
lation and fear. I know that
Jonathan Fulford, running for
state Senate to represent Waldo
County, is not afraid to con-
demn injustice that still exists.
In June, he marched in the Bel-
fast Has Pride parade with a
large contingent. I believe with
all my heart that Fulford is the
candidate the LGBT communi-
ty needs in Augusta.

Madison Cook
Belfast
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When it became clear
earlier this year that
the Maine Depart-
ment of Health and

Human Services had quietly ac-
crued a $110 million balance in
the state’s Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families program, the
department claimed it had a plan
to spend the money.

But since news of the $110
million balance came out,
Maine’s TANF balance has only
grown. Maine recorded $155.5
million in unspent federal
TANF funds at the end of the
last state fiscal year on June 30,
according to an accounting by
the Legislature’s Office of Fis-
cal and Program Review.

TANF provides a small amount
of cash assistance and work sup-
port to low-income families.
Since May 2012, when a five-year
lifetime limit on TANF took ef-
fect, the number of Maine fami-
lies receiving TANF has dropped
62 percent. And since Maine re-
ceives the same amount in feder-
al funds each year to pay for the
program — $78.1 million — and
has no obligation to spend the
money within a designated time-
frame, the TANF balance has
grown as Maine has spent pro-
gressively less on assistance.

In June, Health and Human
Services Commissioner Mary
Mayhew described her depart-
ment’s overall strategy with the
TANF grant.

“What we’ve done is to maxi-
mize our available resources
through the TANF block grant,”
she said. “It is a block grant to
the state, which means it affords
the state the flexibility. We are in
fact supporting more families
other than just those who are re-
ceiving benefits.”

If that’s the case, the Maine De-
partment of Health and Human
Services has accomplished some
feat — helping Maine’s low-in-
come families in a meaningful
way while spending little of the
money earmarked to help them.

But there’s little indication
Maine’s poorest — including its
poorest kids — are receiving
meaningful assistance that can
help them escape poverty.

Between 2010 and 2014, the
number of Maine children living
in extreme poverty — in house-
holds with incomes of less than
half the federal poverty level
(about $10,000 for a family of

three) — increased by 35 percent
while the number nationally
fell, according to the Annie E.
Casey Foundation’s Kids Count
Data Center.

Between 2010 and 2016, the
percentage of Maine public
school students eligible for free
and reduced-price lunches grew
to 48 percent from 43 percent,
according to the Maine Depart-
ment of Education. While the
number of Maine public school
students falls, the number of
students from low-income fami-
lies is on the rise.

Maine ranks first in New Eng-
land and 12th nationally for the
percentage of its residents who
are food insecure.

And national experts who
track child well-being have taken
note. The Annie E. Casey Foun-
dation this year ranked Maine
17th in the nation for overall
child well-being, down five slots
from its No. 12 ranking the previ-
ous year. In New England, only
Rhode Island had a lower rank.

To be sure, the Department of
Health and Human Services has
started to spend some of the
state’s TANF funds in new ways.
For example, in order to pay for
its annual contracts with domes-
tic violence resource agencies lo-
cated throughout the state, the
Department of Health and
Human Services has replaced
state funds appropriated by law-
makers with TANF funds. May-
hew also has spoken of using
TANF to fund child welfare pro-
grams traditionally paid for out
of state funds or other accounts.

In other words, as more
Maine children start off their
lives in poverty, much of the
state’s plan for spending TANF
money involves simply using a
large stash of federal money to
pay for services previously paid
for by the state — all while the
state’s core assistance program
withers away.

Gov. Paul LePage’s administra-
tion should be embarrassed that,
under its watch, the number of
children living in poverty is on
the upswing, and it should dou-
ble down on a serious strategy
for combating childhood poverty.

Alas, it’s a pipe dream to ex-
pect the LePage administration
to show the same commitment to
cutting poverty as it does to cut-
ting taxes and undermining as-
sistance programs.

Waiting down the
road for an already
belabored European
Union is another po-

tential crisis: Italian banks are
in bad shape, facing the release
of the results of a European Cen-
tral Bank stress test July 29.

The EU has already had to
deal with the Greek financial di-
saster, focused — as the Italian
problem will be — on the euro
currency. That has gone only
reasonably well. Greece is still
in the EU and eurozone, but its
unemployment is the highest in
the bloc. Then came the British
referendum decision June 23 to
exit the EU. The British were
not in the eurozone, but Europe
was still shaken badly financial-
ly by Brexit.

Now come the Italian banks.
Italy is the EU’s fourth-largest
economy. Its unemployment rate
is second only to Greece’s. Its
economy is considered to be
overregulated and productivity
low. Italy’s banks hold an esti-
mated $400 billion in shaky
loans, only $180 billion of which
are covered by assets. Of the
banks’ bond stock, 55 percent is
held by private investors. That

is to say, if a bank stumbles or
goes under, private investors
will take a large part of the fall,
risking the whole Italian econo-
my spiraling downward.

Italy benefits from the fact of
low expectations: Its economy
is generally considered to be in-
efficient and corrupt. At the
same time, the EU cannot afford
a major crisis or, worse, a fi-
nancial crash in one of its pri-
mary members at this point.
Italian Prime Minister Matteo
Renzi, in power since 2014, is
doing reasonably well. But he is
counting on a referendum con-
taining important constitution-
al reforms passing in the fall
and has the burgeoning Five
Star Movement, which opposes
Italy’s continued membership
in the eurozone, breathing
down his neck.

The ECB, the International
Monetary Fund and Germany,
facing elections next year, need
to watch this one very carefully
and try to ensure that Italy
doesn’t crash and burn on this
problem. Neither the EU nor Eu-
rope nor the United States needs
this problem at this point.

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (July 20)

Nextup iNeu: italiaNbaNkiNgcrisis
OpEd contributor Ste-

phen Stromberg, “The
GOP’s despicable first
night of the Republican
National Convention”:

Can you even imagine
what the right would have
done if the Democratic Na-
tional Convention trotted out
the family members of those
who died during the Iraq and
Afghanistan wars as an ex-
cuse to bash the GOP and
George W. Bush? What if Mi-
chelle Obama had lifted
words from a speech Laura
Bush gave? This convention
is a train wreck. As much as
the GOP loves talking about
the value of “personal re-
sponsibility,” they sure seem
to hold themselves to pretty
low standards.

— wolfndeer

People who expect truth to

come out of the Republican
National Convention should
have their heads examined,
and the same can be said of
the Democratic National
Convention next week.

— bonj13

And would anyone expect
an impartial take on the Re-
publican National Conven-
tion from the BDN?

— Leeroy Ten

The public is tired of slick
politicians, it would appear.
That is true not only in the
United States but in many
places around the world,
most notably in Germany,
England and Hungary.

— JtChrist

Donald Trump, a serial
grifter, scam artist and liar, is
projecting his sociopathy onto
everyone who is a threat or

not Trump. That is rich, very
rich. Demonizing one’s politi-
cal enemies is toxic for the na-
tion’s democratic institutions
and political culture, but that
doesn’t seem to bother the cult
of Trump. He has nothing to
offer, just crass insults.

— Frank

I don’t recall BDN demon-
izing Cindy Sheehan for her
rage against George W. Bush
over the death of her son dur-
ing the Iraq War.

— Chumby

It was so terrible that the
major networks broke away
from these speakers so the
public wouldn’t hear them. It
is despicable for Stephen
Stromberg to think the public
shouldn’t hear these stories
and let the uninformed actu-
ally hear the truth.

— homemaine
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