
D2 Editorial, Saturday/Sunday, September 17-18, 2016, Bangor Daily News

Clintonstrongcandidate
I know of no one in public life

who has been subjected to such
vicious personal attacks over
such an extended period of time
as Hillary Clinton. Propagan-
dists know that any assertions,
however unsupported by evi-
dence, gain credence through
repetition. Judging by the in-
creasingly ugly rhetoric of the
“hate Hillary” crowd, that has
been her fate. The other factor
is that many Americans seem
to instinctively distrust an in-
telligent, successful, assertive
woman. That Clinton has been
undeterred by years of slander-
ous abuse testifies to her tough-
ness and courage.

Clinton’s qualifications are
solid: former first lady, twice
elected U.S. senator from New
York, secretary of state during
President Barack Obama’s first
term. As secretary of state, she
visited more than 100 countries
around the world. She is widely
respected abroad as an ambas-
sador for American values, in
particular, the human rights of
women and children.

If elected, Clinton will defend
Bill of Rights guarantees of
freedom of speech and of the
press. She will not condone tor-
ture. She will not repudiate our
longstanding NATO alliance
with our European allies. She
will honor our international
commitments on climate
change. She knows that only
totalitarian states build walls.
She does not admire dictators
and owes no favors to Russian
President Vladimir Putin. She
will not play fast and loose with
nuclear weapons. She will nom-
inate to the Supreme Court ju-
rists who will defend the public
interest rather than the selfish
interests of corporations.

And, no, she will not “take
our guns away,” though I ex-
pect she’ll balk at open carry
for school children.

Phil Locke
Bangor

Third-party coverage
I would love to see more re-

porting on who the third-party
candidates are during this
year’s presidential race. The
bulk of press has been dedicat-
ed to Hillary Clinton and Don-
ald Trump, and I am not inter-
ested in either of these candi-
dates. Jill Stein of the Green
Party and Gary Johnson of the
Libertarian Party also are in
the running, and folks barely
know a thing about either of
them. They are basically never
mentioned in the media, or
they are marginalized severely
if they receive mention.

Neither of these third-party
candidates benefit from big
money corporate contributions
to their campaigns or the media
connections that candidates
like Clinton have, so they need

all the exposure they can get.
I would really like to know

how the presidential debates
can be opened up to include
these candidates. They are not
currently allowed to partici-
pate, and this seems absurd to
me. The people of this country
should be able to see all the
candidates debate their posi-
tions and then vote for who best
earned that vote.

Janane Tripp
Portland

Ignore political ads
I am very concerned and

downright annoyed at the tone
of the political ads in recent
years. And the disturbing trend
is coming from all political par-
ties and ideologies. The worst
offenders are out-of-state politi-
cal action committees that
spend money to influence our
state, and it shouldn’t be.

It would be one thing if the
ads stated facts fairly, but
most of the ads take a tiny ele-
ment of truth and then skew it
to malign a candidate’s char-
acter and intentions or a ref-
erendum’s purpose. By the
time the candidate can reply,
the damage is done.

I urge my fellow Mainers to
let these ads go in one ear and
out the other and realize they
are trying to manipulate them.
Better yet, if we all took a min-
ute to log onto the website of
the offending PACs and tell
them to take their money and
lies someplace else, maybe it
wouldn’t be so attractive to
spend their money here.

Lisa M. Norsworthy
Bangor

Baxter-monument ire
Baxter Park State Director

Jensen Bissell has expressed
concerns about the impact that
the new national monument
could have on the park and the
“difficult conflict” the park
has had with the Appalachian
Trail community.

Ultramarathon runner
Scott Jurek, who set a speed
record for finishing the trail
in July 2015 and was cited for
having a summit party and
the recent release a movie

based on Bill Bryson’ Appala-
chian Trail hike highlighted
the growing tension between
park officials and Appala-
chian Trail thru-hikers.

Now we have this amazing
new opportunity for the eco-
nomically distressed Milli-
nocket and Patten region, and
here we have Bissell again ex-
pressing concern that more
visitors to the region could cre-
ate problems for Baxter. From
my experience, park officials
are not overly welcoming to
hikers who hike in the “back
door” of the park. I have long
given up having Baxter State
Park on mine or my families
camping list. There are plenty
of other more user friendly
places to camp and hike.

Peter Duston
Cherryfield

Protests not helping
Someone ought to remind

these so-called professional
athletes that they make more
money in an afternoon than
most people earn in a lifetime.
One would think they could
find some social program to
support with their money that
would do a lot of good for a lot
of people they feel are being
left out or ignored. Sitting on
their butts during the national
anthem is not helping anyone.

Russ Irwin
Hampden

Fulford for Senate
When I first met Democratic

Maine Senate candidate
Jonathan Fulford last winter, I
was impressed right away
with his positions on a variety
of topics, from health care for
all Mainers to renewable
energy, fulfilling our
commitment to veterans,
LGBT rights, preserving the
environment and more. He
seemed calm, intelligent, very
thoughtful and sincerely eager
to hear from others about what
is important to them.

I was pretty sure I’d vote
for him in November, espe-
cially since his opponent,
Republican Senate President
Mike Thibodeau, stands on
the other side of many issues
that are important to me.
Now we’ve seen Thibodeau
and others effectively stone-
wall any effort to formally
censure Gov. Paul LePage’s
most recent explosively vul-
gar and impulsive outburst,
and I am certain I will vote
for Fulford.

The people of Waldo Coun-
ty and Maine deserve legisla-
tors and a governor who un-
derstand that the pathway
forward is through civil dis-
course, even in the face of
strong disagreement.

Rolf E. Olsen
Searsport
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Gov. Paul LePage’s adminis-
tration is finishing a deal
to outsource the job train-
ing and placement aspects

of the state’s cash assistance pro-
gram. The nonprofit, Manhattan-
based Fedcap proposes to take over
Maine’s Additional Support for
People in Retraining and Employ-
ment, or ASPIRE, program for $62.6
million over six years.

We hope Maine arrives at an
arrangement with Fedcap that re-
sults in a program that promotes
not only efficiency in administra-
tion but also provides the appro-
priate kind of help so low-income
Mainers receiving assistance can
escape poverty.

But we have doubts on both
counts.

When the LePage administra-
tion announced its ASPIRE priva-
tization plans last winter, it did so
without a convincing rationale.
The administration never made it
clear what a contractor would do
more effectively or more efficient-
ly than the state could by keeping
the program in house.

The administration’s request
for vendor proposals emphasized
the need for Maine to meet feder-
ally required work participation
rates for adults receiving assis-
tance. (Under federal law, at least
50 percent of adult recipients
must be working, receiving train-
ing, attending school or volun-
teering at least 30 hours per week,
and states face a 90 percent re-
quirement for adults in two-par-
ent families.) But Maine already
is meeting the 50 percent require-
ment, and no state meets the 90
percent threshold for two-parent
families, which applies to only 2.7
percent of Maine’s entire assis-
tance caseload. Maine can likely
find ways to significantly reduce
or eliminate any federal penalties
it faces for not meeting participa-
tion thresholds.

Plus, an emphasis on boosting
work participation rates doesn’t
equate with a boost in employ-
ment — much less stable employ-
ment — and a reduction in pover-
ty. A collection of studies evaluat-
ing the impact of work require-
ments for welfare recipients
across the country over the past
two decades consistently found
little impact on employment lev-
els in the short term, virtually no
long-term impact and few exam-
ples of poverty reduction.

“Over the long term, the most
successful programs supported
individuals who were subject to
the work requirements in efforts

to improve their education or
build their skills, rather than sim-
ply requiring them to work or
find a job,” LaDonna Pavetti of
the Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities wrote in a June compi-
lation of these studies.

But a review of Fedcap’s Maine
proposal reveals an emphasis on
work for assistance recipients re-
gardless of type, pay level and
whether post-secondary educa-
tion through Maine’s successful
Parents as Scholars program —
which supports assistance recipi-
ents as they seek two- or four-year
college degrees and which LePage
has attempted to eliminate —
would be a better fit.

“We embrace work and believe
wholeheartedly that (a) work is
good whether it is paid or unpaid,
(b) that everyone can do some-
thing to move forward and that
(c) welfare is not the best society
can offer families and children,”
the Fedcap proposal reads.

For a program that should be
about helping people escape pov-
erty, Fedcap’s job training and
placement program, as outlined
in its bid proposal, is remarkably
light on the intervention that can
make the most consequential dif-
ference in someone’s life and help
her escape the seasonal, low-wage
economy: education. The most
common vocational training Fed-
cap outlines lasts six to 12 weeks,
and the longest educational pur-
suit the proposal appears to allow
lasts up to a year — not enough
time for an assistance recipient to
attain a degree.

Yet a state Department of Labor
analysis released Monday clearly
shows the power of a degree: In
2015, those with an associate de-
gree earned nearly 21 percent
more than the state’s average
wage; bachelor’s degree holder
earnings were 56 percent higher
than the average. Over the next
decade, the analysis shows, job
growth will be concentrated in oc-
cupations that require a post-sec-
ondary credential.

On the efficiency side of the led-
ger, we have difficulty seeing how
a contractor’s plan to rent 16 new
offices instead of use existing state
offices in all of the same cities and
hire 140 employees to replace 81
state positions represents an opti-
mal use of taxpayer dollars.

It would, however, continue a
LePage administration pattern of
not allowing sound policy to get
in the way of its ideologically
driven plans for Maine’s assis-
tance programs.

Welfare privatization
agendadrives policy

For half a century, according
to an expose published in
JAMA Internal Medicine, re-
search that would incrimi-

nate sugar as a major factor in cor-
onary heart disease was “de-
bunked” by researchers who were
paid to ignore the science in the
name of profit. The sugar indus-
try’s internal documents show how
corporate influence-peddling led to
the obesity epidemic of today.

It began when the Sugar Re-
search Foundation, now known
as the Sugar Association, co-opted
three Harvard scientists who, in
turn, published a 1967 study in
The New England Journal of Med-
icine that exonerated sugar but
implicated saturated fat as the
biggest offender in the standard
American diet. It was such an in-
fluential study that a decade later,
it was used by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture to craft the
forerunner of the government’s
dietary guidelines.

Because saturated fat became
the villain, sugar was able to
skate by with only the mildest of
rebukes. Despite a growing body

of evidence, sugar was not identi-
fied as a major risk factor in cor-
onary heart disease in that 1967
report, though Big Sugar knew
that honest and unbiased re-
search would have revealed the
links and undermined the indus-
try’s profitability.

Alarmed by the scientific indict-
ment of saturated fats and dietary
cholesterol, Americans turned to
low-fat, high-sugar foods. This con-
fusion compounded a bad situation
and compromised American health
for decades to come. Today, there is
little understanding by the public
about how toxic sugar consumed in
large quantities is to the human
body. Sugar is now everywhere
and in most processed foods.

The sugar industry would have
us believe that the way it once did
business is in the past and that it
no longer engages in bribery to ad-
vance its interests. Even if this
were true, five decades of mislead-
ing the American people about sug-
ar’s links to heart disease is so un-
conscionable that it ranks among
the worst of corporate misdeeds.

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (Sept. 14)
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