
Solitary confinement
A recent report on solitary

confinement within Maine’s De-
partment of Corrections about
the cavalier imposition of such
measures and the impossibility
of anyone navigating the appeals
process, let alone a prisoner
whose understanding of the rules
and regulations may be under-
standably limited, is so distress-
ing I can barely find words.

A few months ago, the Depart-
ment of Corrections proposed an
amendment to its prisoner disci-
pline policy that provided penal-
ties for unauthorized correspon-
dence with the outside world.
Among the penalties for violat-
ing this rule is confinement in a
5-by-10-foot cell 24 hours per day,
no television, no contact with
other inmates, limited or in some
cases no contact with family, and
such confinement is of an uncer-
tain duration at the whim of
whoever’s in charge.

Such treatment may satisfy
some corrections officer who’s
been offended by something an
inmate did or said or higher ups
within the Department of Correc-
tions may be similarly troubled,
but solitary confinement does ab-
solutely nothing to contribute to
rehabilitation and does every-
thing to ensure that, if ever re-
leased, that inmate will be back.

Phil Crossman
Vinalhaven

Social Security raise
The U.S. Senate is considering

the SAVE Benefits Act, spon-
sored by Sen. Elizabeth Warren
of Massachusetts. It would allow
in 2016 a one-time increase of $581
to people who collect Social Secu-
rity benefits and veterans’ pen-
sions. Because there is no cost-of-
living adjustment in 2016, this
would help these people who de-
serve an increase to their bene-
fits because of inflation.

This would not be the first
time in our history that Congress

has done this, and it should hap-
pen again. Ask Sens. Susan Col-
lins and Angus King to co-spon-
sor this legislation.

Karen E. Holmes
Cooper

National park action
Supporters of the national

park and recreation area propos-
al have hoped for bold action
from Sens. Angus King and
Susan Collins. To date, neither
has shown the leadership neces-
sary to bring this incredible op-
portunity to Maine and the na-
tion. Legislation to create a na-
tional park on donated land with
a $40 million endowment is sup-
ported by 60 percent of Mainers
and by 67 percent of those in the
2nd Congressional District.

Why haven’t they taken action
on the only viable economic de-
velopment opportunity in a re-
gion that is hurting badly? The
refusal to introduce legislation
disdains not only the will of the
majority of their constituents
but disregards the private prop-
erty rights of a generous land-
owner and the collapsing woods
product industry. It ensures the
continued degradation of local
populations, the tax base and
risks the continued transfer of
the North Woods into the hands
of Wall Street speculators.

I don’t understand why our
elected officials are turning down

this investment in the devastated
region. We should expect the
leaders we elect and send to
Washington to represent us. King
should submit legislation to cre-
ate the park or support a national
monument, the same designation
that created Acadia National Park.

With friends from San Diego
and Minneapolis I bought a
home in Millinocket nearly two
years ago. We love the region, its
outstanding beauty, the resil-
ience of its people and the way in
which we have been so genuine-
ly welcomed in town. I believe
the region would greatly benefit
from more visitors like us.

Debbie Gilmer
Orono

No hometown pride
I have lived in Columbia Falls

all my life and married a local
man. We brought our daughter
up here, we had a business
(Towne Market) for 23 years, and
always were proud to call Colum-
bia Falls home. We loved this lit-
tle community and its people.

We’re not so proud anymore
and are, in fact, embarrassed at
times to call it home. It seems the
selectmen running our town can
tell us when we can use the rest-
rooms at the entrance to the
Wreaths Across America gymna-
sium. Only when the library is
open can the doors be open,
which is not a convenient sched-
ule for most of us. It is very em-
barrassing when you have a sup-
per for more than 200 people and
they are told we can only use the
toilets in the locker rooms.

It really hurts me to see the
dooryard of the building across
the street, the old Towne Market,
cordoned off with railroad ties
and yellow tape all around. Not
like it used to be.

Between these people and the
town fathers, I would not consid-
er this a warm welcome to folks
coming into our town.

Clara Driscoll
Columbia Falls
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M
ainers first” was a
common refrain in
reader comments re-
acting to the first in-

stallment of The Economy Project,
the BDN’s recent three-part series
on growing Maine’s economy. The
first installment highlighted
Maine’s need to grow its work-
force through immigration.

But rather than bring new peo-
ple here — especially from other
countries — Maine first needs to
take care of its own people, dozens
of readers argued. This is not an
either-or proposition; Maine must
do both — for the benefit of those
who already call this state home.

What does it mean to help Main-
ers first? Those who argue this
point likely aren’t recommending
funding for more government ben-
efits (especially since the state al-
ready has numerous programs to
help the poor, and voters have
twice elected a governor intent on
shrinking the state’s welfare rolls).
Instead, it likely means a focus on
jobs. Numerous commenters la-
mented the lack of jobs for Main-
ers, especially in rural parts of the
state. Many expressed worry that
immigrants would take jobs away
from long-time Mainers.

Here’s the chicken-and-egg prob-
lem. An aging, shrinking work-
force can’t draw businesses to
Maine, and it limits the growth of
businesses that are already here
and trying to grow. To draw busi-
nesses and jobs and help Maine
businesses flourish, the state needs
more people. And the state’s popu-
lation hasn’t been growing.

Maine’s workforce, roughly
700,000 people, is expected to
shrink by 20,000 workers by 2020
as older workers retire. Indeed,
the bulk of expected job openings
in the coming years are likely to
come from the need to replace
workers who retire or leave an oc-
cupation, not because the econo-
my is creating new jobs.

Simply put, Maine needs more
people, especially younger, work-
ing-age people.

“Without positive natural
change, Maine will depend on net
in-migration to maintain our popu-
lation and workforce,” the Maine
Department of Labor wrote in its
report “Maine Workforce Outlook
2012-2022.” “In the recent recovery,
net-migration to and from Maine
has remained near zero. That
trend must be reversed to main-
tain the size of our workforce.”

A recent survey of Maine busi-
ness owners found that many of
them had jobs going unfilled. The
most common reason they cited

was a lack of qualified candidates,
which highlights a second prob-
lem: Maine doesn’t just need more
workers, it needs educated work-
ers. This doesn’t necessarily mean
workers with a specific skill; rath-
er, the economy needs workers
with diverse knowledge who can
transition as jobs change.

Two-thirds of those living in
Maine were born in the state.
Most of the rest moved here from
other states; only 4 percent were
born in other countries. And those
living in Maine who weren’t born
here have more education. Forty
percent of Maine’s residents who
weren’t born in the state have a
bachelor’s degree, twice the rate of
natives, according to a New York
Times analysis of state-to-state mi-
gration. More than 50 percent of
immigrants in Maine have a bach-
elor’s degree.

As for the notion that the state
gives too much to immigrants, it
is worth noting that immigrants,
especially refugees, can qualify
for state and federal assistance,
but state and federal laws govern-
ing many of these benefits restrict
the period during which they are
eligible.

Refugees, for example, are eligi-
ble for cash and medical assis-
tance, entirely funded by the fed-
eral government, for eight months
from their date of arrival. They re-
ceive health care through state
Medicaid programs, but it’s entire-
ly federally funded. Maine re-
ceived nearly $2 million from the
federal Office of Refugee Resettle-
ment in the last fiscal year to pay
for those services, according to
DHHS. The agency responsible for
settling refugees, Catholic Chari-
ties of Maine, ensures the new-
comers have basic services, such
as housing, food and employment
services for the first 30 to 90 days.

That limited help is dwarfed by
the impact immigrants, especially
refugees, have on local economies.
They generally find jobs quickly,
earn salaries that they spend in
the local community and pay
taxes. Immigrants are also more
likely than native-born residents
to start their own businesses,
their businesses are likely to have
more start-up capital, and they are
more likely than native-owned
businesses to employ people.

With news dominated by mill
closures and businesses downsiz-
ing, Maine’s economic situation
can look bleak and discouraging.
Growing the state’s population, es-
pecially by welcoming educated,
young workers, is an integral part
of the state’s revitalization.

Maine’s workforce is shrinking

we need More people

S
audi Arabia made history
Saturday with municipal
elections in which women
were allowed to vote and

run for office for the first time.
In the end, 20 women won seats

among 2,100 up for grabs. That
also meant that men voted for
women, since the female vote
was estimated to have been
small, in part because women
still are not permitted to drive in
the desert monarchy.

Saudi leaders appear to be ar-
riving at an understanding that
it is difficult to achieve econom-
ic development — not to men-
tion modernity — in a country
where half the potential work
force, its women, are con-
strained in the contribution
they can make to society and the
economy. It may be that the
drop in the global price of oil is
causing the country to embrace
21st century reality.

The Islamic State group, which
is more rigid in its Muslim or-
thodoxy than Saudi Arabia itself,
is prompting the country’s lead-

ership to rethink its future, and
that a more modern approach to
the role of women is one of the
results.

That doesn’t mean that human
rights are improving across the
board. Saudi Arabia still prefers
to conduct its affairs with the
door shut. It reluctantly admitted
that the number of Muslims
killed while making the hajj pil-
grimage this year was 2,411 rath-
er than 769. Last month one of its
courts sentenced Ashraf Fayadh,
a Palestinian writer in exile in
Saudi Arabia, to death for apos-
tasy that he allegedly expressed
in poems written years ago. The
country has set a 20-year record
in the 151 executions carried out
so far this year. And the Saudis
are still pursuing their brutal
war against the Shiite Houthi
rebels in Yemen with backing by
the United States.

So while Saudi Arabia is mak-
ing progress by extending rights
to women, it still clings to some
old bad habits.

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (Dec. 16)

slow progress in saudiarabia
Editorial, “LePage is back-

ing down on Land for Maine’s
Future. Celebrate with caution”:

So the only logical conclu-
sion one can make is that Gov.
Paul LePage supports the pro-
gram that “primarily benefits
the wealthy,” as well as “gov-
ernment corruption.” Right?
What is a red-blooded tea parti-
er supposed to believe now?

— Dirty Lew

The best predictor of future
behavior is past and present be-
havior. I have little to no confi-
dence that Gov. Paul LePage will
ever release any conservation
fund money. He’ll most likely fili-
buster, not releasing them until
the next tea party hyperpartisan
policy he wants to implement

comes up that he can’t get passed
through the legislative process,
then he’ll hold the bonds hostage
once again.

— Independent populist

Only the most naive Main-
ers trust the things Gov. Paul
LePage says.

— RedFaced1

The single consistent theme
here, and backed up with ample
evidence, is that Gov. Paul Le-
Page is willing to lie through
his teeth.

— Blue_Sun

As a percentage of land area,
Maine has much less land in
conservation than New Hamp-
shire, much less than Massa-
chusetts, much less than Ver-

mont, even less than tiny, dense-
ly populated Rhode Island. We
are a big state with a small popu-
lation and with land that is
heavily forested. We have will-
ing owners and land trust orga-
nizations. Knowing what we do
about the importance of forests
as a carbon sink, increasing the
amount of land in conservation
should be an easy decision.

— ruffcoast

I think it is an “end justifies
the means” mindset. The bogey-
men Gov. Paul LePage is con-
stantly hunting are so wicked,
corrupt, evil and such a threat to
the democratic republic we live
in that it is OK if LePage is un-
couth and unlawful; his actions
are for the greater good.

— Warren Spaulding
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