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been asked to find a new
name. With their new let-
terhead, signs, and uni-
forms may also come new
students.

In some ways, Maine has
a proud educational histo-
ry. The legacy of town acad-
emies - Maine Central Insti-
tute, Thornton, Foxcroft —
and enshrinement of
schools in our Constitution
are things which help set us
apart. However, the black
mark of anti-Catholic bigot-
ry still infects our laws.

For those towns which
are too small to maintain
schools and have decided
not to participate in the
school consolidation
scheme, Maine law requires
the town to pay a set
amount of tuition at public
or private schools of the
family’s choice. But fami-
lies are not free to choose
faith-based schools, a legacy
of James Blaine and the an-
ti-Catholic sentiment of the
1800s.

When the school-to-for-
merly-be-known-as-Cathe-
rine McAuley loses its
name and religious affilia-
tion, young women from
Raymond can choose attend
it — or Wayneflete or North
Yarmouth Academy. If they
would prefer to attend
Cheverus or St. Dominic’s,
they are out of luck, all be-
cause of their faith.

So, as legislators talk
about the governor limiting
public access to committee
meetings, they should rec-
ognize they often do the
exact same thing on matters
which become law. And, as
the committee continues to
do its work, removing the
bigotry of our past would be
a good step forward in our
educational system. Access
to a good school should not
be limited by either income
or faith.

Michael Cianchette is for-
mer chief counsel to Gov.
Paul LePage, a Navy reserv-
ist who served in Afghani-
stan and in-house counsel to
a number of businesses in
southern Maine.

mmunity are more likely to
catch and carry the virus.

Ironically what may
slow or stop the spread are
mosquitoes. Mosquitoes
have to “catch” the virus
before they can spread it,
so they, too, must be sus-
ceptible. In Maine, we have
Aedes vexans mosquitoes,
while a different species —
the Aedes aegypti mosqui-
toes — are best known for

transmitting the Zika
virus.

Though the virus has
“jumped” species before,
we just don’t know if that
will happen here. If it does,
Zika will be a problem in
Maine, but not one that
should incite panic.

We don’t have a lot of in-
formation about reservoirs
either. The virus must
have an animal species
that can carry it, which
mosquitoes feed on — as
mosquitoes only live for a
month or two. It is not
known what animals might

be susceptible to the virus.
The U.S. Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Preven-
tion are in full swing, pre-
paring for different possi-
bilities. There are too
many unknowns, however,
to be able to predict accu-
rately when or how much
impact Zika will have on
various regions of the U.S.

Remember, if you are
not pregnant, Zika poses
no significant risk.

If you are pregnant, it
might be wise to avoid
travel to areas where there
is active pandemic. If you

do travel to high-risk
areas, take precautions to
avoid mosquitoes and
bites.

If you catch Zika fever,
there is no cure or treat-
ment, but you will be bet-
ter in a week.

If you catch it while
pregnant, you will likely
need additional prenatal
screening to assure your
fetus develops a normal
head circumference,
among other things.

Men need to be careful,
too, if their partner is or
may be pregnant. Even

after they fully recover
from an infection, their
seminal fluid can harbor
the virus for weeks; they
are at risk of sexually
transmitting the virus to
their partner. So if the
male partner travels to a
pandemic region, the cou-
ple should practice safe sex
for weeks following return.
Remember, Zika may not
cause symptoms.

Dr. Michael Coyne is a spe-
cialist in infectious diseases
and wound care at St. Joseph
Healthcare in Bangor.

tion in Bangor, many point to the
city’s partnership with Waterfront
Concerts, which has made Bangor
an entertainment destination.

Public-private partnerships come
in all sizes, and there are other
smaller ways in which the city has
worked with businesses to improve
Bangor, Sprague said. The facade
improvement grant program, for in-
stance, helps businesses improve the
exteriors of their buildings, he said.

The program has been credited
with luring Verve, Harvest Moon
Deli, 11 Central and a number of
other businesses to downtown Ban-
gor.

“I think the public-private part-
nerships is one thing the city has
done well over time,” Sprague said.

4. People know the civic story.
Bangor may no longer be the lumber
capital of the world, but the last de-
cade has brought a “mini-renais-
sance” to the city, inspiring people
to look forward instead of back,
Sprague said.

“In terms of a civic story, a lot of
people bought into that and for good
reason. Bangor had really turned a
corner in terms of the creative econ-
omy, social life and things to do,”
Sprague said. “The challenge for us
now is how to continue that momen-
tum.”

One way the city hopes to do that
is with the Innovative Neighbor-
hoods Initiative, the brainchild of
City Council Chairman Sean Fair-
cloth. The initiative aims to improve
the livability of Bangor’s neighbor-
hoods and energize residents to be-
come involved in identifying solu-
tions to problems facing individual
neighborhoods and the entire city.

“There’s great progress that’s
been made and a long way to go,”
Faircloth said. “This is about taking
those next steps.”

5. Cities primed for a resur-
gence have a downtown. With a
fresh look to West Market Square,
businesses setting up shop and an
expanding nightlife, Bangor’s down-
town has become a destination.

Downtown Bangor can also act as
an initial point of contact for local
college students to see what the city
has to offer. In fact, the more oppor-
tunities students have to visit Ban-
gor, the more likely they are to see it
as an attractive place to settle, ac-
cording to a 2015 study by a group of
University of Maine political science
students.

“There’s a vibrance and dyna-
mism to downtown that is attractive
and can potentially be a source of in-
terest and a magnet for retaining
young people,” said Robert Glover, a
political scientist at the University
of Maine.

6. There’s a research universi-
ty in their backyard. The Universi-
ty of Maine is one of Bangor’s great-
est resources, and one that is largely
untapped. The university’s Foster
Center for Innovation acts as an in-
cubator of ideas and products that
could become the next businesses to
locate in Bangor.

Not only that, engineering stu-
dents could be a resource for the city
to help address engineering prob-
lems, and communications students
could help with branding. Creating
internship opportunities within the
city is one way to draw on that re-
source. An internship experience
could later factor into a student’s de-
cision to stay in the area, Glover
said.

According to the 2015 UMaine
study, only 10 percent of students
surveyed held an internship in Ban-
gor but students who held an intern-

ship or worked in Bangor were twice
as likely to stay in the area after
graduation.

7. They are home to a commu-
nity college. A community college,
such as Eastern Maine Community
College, acts as a bridge to good-pay-
ing technical jobs for people in tran-
sition in the workforce or who can’t
afford to attend an university. For
Bangor, this is another tool at its dis-
posal to develop a skilled local work-
force that’s attractive to businesses.

8. They have unusual schools.
With its STEM Academy, Bangor
High School fits the bill, Sprague
said. High schoolers work with Uni-
versity of Maine professors on sci-
ence-oriented research projects, giv-
ing Bangor a way to start workforce
development before students enter
college. And students’ work in the
academy is getting recognition.

Paige Brown last month took
home a first-place award at the Intel
Science Talent Search Competition
for her research project on improv-
ing water quality in Bangor’s
streams.

While hard data may not be avail-
able, the level of experimentation
the STEM Academy offers has at-
tracted some families to the Bangor
area, Sprague said.

9. Resurgent cities welcome
immigrants. The Queen City can
make immigrants a key to its suc-
cess story. In 2011, immigrants start-
ed 28 percent of all new U.S. busi-
nesses, from local neighborhood
shops to corporations, and they are
twice as likely to start a new busi-
ness as native-born citizens, accord-
ing to a 2012 report by The Partner-
ship for a New American Democra-
cy.

Lowell, Massachusetts, which
struggled with a shrinking popula-
tion and weakening economy, is one
example of a city that leveraged im-
migration into growth.

“We can retain more of our young
people but at the end of the day, if we
want to have a robust labor force,
it’s going to involve people moving
in from out of state and moving in
from out of the country,” Glover
said.

10. They have big plans. While
the city has plans for its waterfront
and downtown in the coming years,
Bangor is missing a comprehensive
plan and priorities for how the city
as a whole will grow, Sprague said.

The lack of an elected mayor
who can provide centralized lead-
ership is one challenge Bangor
faces when it comes to formulating
long-term plans, according to
Sprague.

“The one thing we struggle with
at times is, how do we move the ball
forward?” Sprague said. “It’s one
thing to identify the challenges, but
how we move forward on them is
one of things that we need to think
about as a city.”

11. They have craft breweries.
If craft beer is a sign that a city will
succeed, then Bangor need not
worry. The Queen City may not
boast as many breweries as Port-
land, but a beer scene is brewing
right in Bangor’s backyard, with
Sea Dog Brewing Co. and soon 2
Feet Brewing in Bangor;
Geaghan’s Brewing, Blank Canvas
Brewery and Mason’s Brewing Co.
in Brewer; and Black Bear Brew-
ery, Marsh Island Brewing and
Orono Brewing Co. in Orono,
among others.

A local craft beer boom may be
more a hoppy byproduct of Bangor’s
resurgence, but it is a sign of Ban-
gor’s growing quality of place and
that some of Fallows’ other building
blocks are falling into place.

“It seems like a relatively minor
thing but it’s also indicative of a lot of
other trends,” Glover said. “The fact
that we’re seeing it is a good thing.”

Why theGOP’s StopTrumpmove isn’t working
BY ANTHONY J. GAUGHAN
THE CONVERSATION

Donald Trump is the Re-
publican establishment’s
worst nightmare, but the
GOP leadership can’t find a
way to stop him.

Tuesday night provided
the latest example. The New
York billionaire swept all
five of the GOP primaries,
winning Pennsylvania,
Maryland, Connecticut, Del-
aware and Rhode Island.

Trump’s victory margins
were particularly telling.
Until lately, he had only
managed to win primaries
with a plurality of the vote.
For example, he won New
Hampshire with 35 percent
of the vote, South Carolina
with 32 percent, Michigan
with 36 percent and Illinois
with 38 percent. Even in
Florida, Trump’s home
away from home, he was
held under 50 percent.

Trump’s inability to win
a majority of the vote in the
early primaries gave the Re-
publican establishment
hope. The idea was that if
they could find an anti-
Trump candidate to co-
alesce around, they could
block his path to the nomi-
nation.

Amajority candidate
But Trump is no longer

merely a plurality candi-
date. The first break-
through came in New York
on April 19, when he car-
ried 60 percent of the vote, a
smashing victory. New
York opened the floodgates.
On Tuesday night Trump
won large majorities in
each of the five GOP prima-
ries. He carried Connecticut
with about 58 percent of the
vote, Delaware with 61 per-
cent, Maryland with 55,
Pennsylvania with 57 and
Rhode Island with 64.

Trump’s victory margins
exposed the weakness of the
nonaggression pact Ted
Cruz and John Kasich
struck on Sunday. In a
much ballyhooed agree-
ment, the two Republicans
pledged to work together to
stop Trump’s momentum in
the final primaries.

But Tuesday night’s re-
sults suggest that their ef-
forts are too little, too late.
A one-on-one matchup

won’t help Cruz or Kasich if
Trump keeps winning pri-
maries with more than 50
percent of the vote.

Making matters worse
for the “Stop Trump” move-
ment, the upcoming prima-
ries do not look promising
for Cruz or Kasich. The lat-
est polls show Trump with
a 5-point lead or better in
Indiana, which holds its pri-
mary on May 3, and the
polls suggest he has a 25-
point lead in both Califor-
nia and New Jersey, which
hold their primaries on
June 7.

Consequently, for all the
talk of a brokered GOP con-
vention in July, the likeli-
hood is growing that Trump
will secure the 1,237 dele-
gates he needs to clinch the
nomination.

Not the GOP of old
So why hasn’t the “Stop

Trump” movement worked?
The reason is because

the Republican Party is
changing before our eyes.
In the modern era, Republi-
cans have traditionally em-
braced three core ideas: so-
cial conservatism, libertar-
ian economic policies and

the aggressive use of Amer-
ican military power
abroad.

But none of those ideas
have resonated with Repub-
lican voters this year.

Start with social conser-
vatism. If Republicans had
wanted to promote a conser-
vative social agenda in 2016,
Ted Cruz was the perfect
candidate. The son of a min-
ister, Cruz has made opposi-
tion to abortion and same-
sex marriage central
themes of his campaign.

But even in the archcon-
servative Deep South, Re-
publican voters have large-
ly rejected Cruz. Instead
they have chosen to support
a thrice-married, foul-
mouthed reality TV star
who does not seem to attend
church regularly.

Likewise, small govern-
ment conservatism has also
fallen by the wayside in
2016.

If Republicans wanted a
budget balancing, tax-cut-
ting, free-market conserva-

tive, John Kasich would be
the ideal choice. A success-
ful GOP governor of the
swing state of Ohio, Kasich
spent 18 years in Congress,
where he served as chair of
the House Budget Commit-
tee and developed a well-
earned reputation as a bud-
get hawk.

Yet, Kasich is running a
distant third in the GOP
primaries. He’s losing to a
New York billionaire who
wants to massively increase
government spending on ev-
erything from border secu-
rity to infrastructure proj-
ects.

But perhaps most strik-
ing of all is Trump’s aposta-
sy in foreign affairs.

The contrast between
Trump and past Republi-
can presidents is stark.
Reagan bombed Libya, in-
vaded Grenada and told
Mikhail Gorbachev to tear
down the Berlin Wall.
George H.W. Bush invaded
Panama and expelled Sad-
dam Hussein from Kuwait.
And George W. Bush in-
vaded Afghanistan and
Iraq.

Trump, in contrast,
wants to leave the Middle

East to Vladimir Putin’s
Russia and openly ques-
tions the value of NATO.

Trump’s GOP
In short, Trump is creat-

ing a new Republican
party, one that is deeply
pessimistic about Ameri-
ca’s prospects at home and
abroad.

Under Ronald Reagan in
the 1980s, the old Republi-
can Party supported free
trade policies, NATO’s con-
tainment of the Soviet
Union and amnesty for 3
million unauthorized immi-
grants.

In contrast, Donald
Trump’s GOP is a party
that advocates trade protec-
tionism, isolationism and
severe restrictions on immi-
gration. In an implicit rejec-
tion of Reagan’s “morning
in America” optimism,
Trump warns that “the
American dream is dead”
and “we’re becoming a
Third World country.” For
all his bluster about making
America great again,
Trump’s GOP is a party
that has lost its faith in
America.

If the polls are any
guide, Trump’s approach
is not likely to work in No-
vember. He began the pri-
maries with the highest
unfavorability ratings of
any candidate in history
and his standing with the
general public has only
gotten worse with time.
Today 70 percent of women
and 67 percent of Ameri-
cans overall view him un-
favorably.

But a critical mass of Re-
publicans back him and
he’s riding that support to
the GOP nomination. There-
fore, no matter what hap-
pens in November, Trump
will leave a deep and lasting
impression on the Republi-
can Party long after the 2016
election is over.

Anthony J. Gaughan is an as-
sociate professor of law at
Drake University in Des
Moines, Iowa. This article
was originally published on
The Conversation, an inde-
pendent source of news and
views from the academic and
research community. Read
the original article at The-
Conversation.com.
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A protester holds up a “Dump Trump” sign in the middle of Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump’s campaign
rally in Portland in March.
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Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks to
supporters during a campaign rally at Mid-Hudson Civic
Center in Poughkeepsie, New York, recently.
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