
mountaintop in July that precipi-
tated the stories, the park director
probably was justified in taking
action against the thru-hiker who
blatantly broke the rules.

That said, it is patently unfair
to paint all thru-hikers with the
same brush, and it would be an
absolute travesty should Baxter
State Park decide that the AT no
longer could end on top of Katah-
din.

I section-hiked the 2,180-mile
Appalachian Trail — between
Springer Mountain in Georgia
and Katahdin in Maine — from
1990 until 2010. I met many thru-
hikers during those 21 years and
came to appreciate the efforts of
the Appalachian Trail Conservan-
cy and the 31 regional clubs that
maintain the trail so that thou-
sands of people like me can con-
tinue hiking the renowned,
78-year-old footpath.

Certainly the ATC promotes
the Appalachian Trail, but the
conservancy takes great pains to
inform hikers that it is everyone’s
responsibility to protect and pre-
serve the trail and the natural en-
vironment around it. The ATC
constantly preaches the gospel of
Leave No Trace — of everybody
carrying out everything they
bring in. It has been my experi-
ence that thru-hikers are the most
devoted disciples of Leave No
Trace and that they educate less
experienced hikers about ways to
minimize their environmental
footprints.

While the stories about the dis-
pute between the thru-hiker and

Baxter park officials have implied
that thru-hikers hurt the park, I
would argue that the reverse is
true. Those who hike to the park
affect the environment much less
than those who drive to the park,
and most thru-hikers are passion-
ate ambassadors of the Leave No
Trace guidelines.

But why should the Appala-
chian Trail end in the park and
on Katahdin at all? Wouldn’t it be
better for that environment to
simply end the AT someplace
else?

While I have long been in awe
of Baxter’s “forever … wild” vi-
sion, which has guided the park
during its 84 years, I also revere
the foresight and dedication of an-
other Maine man, Myron Avery.
It was Avery who led the ATC
from the 1920s into the early 1950s
and who oversaw the completion
of the AT from Georgia to Maine.
It was Avery who organized many
of the trail clubs, including the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
that maintain the trail to this day.
It was Avery who first hiked the
entire trail — before it was fin-
ished. And it was Avery who en-
sured that the trail’s northern end
wasn’t located on top of Mount
Washington in New Hampshire,
as originally had been envisioned,
but was situated on Katahdin,
more than 300 miles to the north.

While the AT was originally
the vision of Benton MacKaye, I
believe the trail would have been
little more than an obscure line
on a map had it not been for Av-
ery’s perseverance. It was
through his efforts that people in
14 states along the Atlantic sea-
board can now experience wilder-
ness — not just along the trail but
in the state and federal parks and

forests that the trail connects.
And it was because of his example
that nearly 19,000 miles have been
designated as National Scenic
Trails thanks to the 1968 National
Trails Act. The Pacific Crest Trail
and Continental Divide Trail are
among them.

While historic precedent
shouldn’t solely determine the lo-
cation of the AT’s northern termi-
nus, I believe that having the trail
end anyplace other than the Ka-
tahdin summit would significant-
ly diminish the thru-hiking expe-
rience. The vast majority of thru-
hikers begin at Springer in the
spring. They all know their desti-
nation — Katahdin — by the fall.
No other place in Maine would af-
ford the same attraction. The sat-
isfaction that an estimated 15,000
hikers have felt while gazing over
the wilderness from Baxter Peak,
knowing they have just completed
the journey of a lifetime, has vali-
dated Myron Avery’s vision.
Those thru-hikers become envi-
ronmental advocates who help
protect places such as Baxter
State Park for future generations.

Park officials are right to rein-
force the message that everyone
must respect Katahdin and the
wilderness around it. The ATC
and the trail maintenance clubs
must continue educating hikers
about Leave No Trace and safe-
guarding that environment. How-
ever, it would make no sense to
throw out the legacies of two ex-
traordinary individuals because
of the actions of a misguided few.

Jim Haskell of Ipswich, Massachu-
setts, is the author “Two Tents:
Twenty-one Years of Self-Discovery
on the Appalachian Trail,” which
will be published this month.
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Mydaughter is defining her own future
By ColleeN QuiNt
Special to the bdn

Last week I dropped my
youngest off at college.

On the ride down, we
chatted about the summer,
talked about plans for the
fall and wondered what her
new roommates would be
like. I reminded her that
time management would
take on a whole new mean-
ing, and she reminded me
that she was ready for that
responsibility. Excited and
ready to take it all on — just
as I had hoped she would be.

The long, comparatively
quiet drive home provided
lots of time for reflection.
What immediately became
clear to me is that the jour-
ney to bring my daughter to
college didn’t begin with
packing the car the day be-
fore, or with college applica-
tions her senior year of high
school, or even with college
visits her junior year.

In truth, it pretty much
started at birth — if not, ar-
guably, before.

As much as kids, espe-
cially teens, try to act like
it’s not the case, no one is a
bigger or more important
influence than their par-
ents. What we say and do
matters — across a whole
host of issues.

Little things can make a

big difference: A story at
bedtime every night when
they are little, a trip to
Dunkin’ Donuts on the way
to drop them off at high
school, showing up for their
games and concerts and
plays.

I remember an epiphany
I had when my kids were in
middle school: They always
wanted to know when I was
going to be around but
didn’t necessarily want to
do something with me.
Then I realized that they
just plain felt better know-
ing I was there if they need-
ed something.

In the quick, excited calls
home in these first few days
on her new campus, I can
feel my daughter testing her
freedom and her responsi-
bility — being clearly in the
driver’s seat, but wanting to
look across at me to make
sure she’s doing it right.

As parents, we do so many
things to support our chil-
dren to help them prepare for
the future. In our society,
graduation from high school
is not just a milestone, it is a
turning point, and getting
our kids ready for that mo-
ment is an important respon-
sibility as parents. Much of
what we do along the way is
to prepare them, and us, for
that moment.

In our house, that meant

a lot of talk about college
and future career possibili-
ties. Some of these moments
are obvious and geared to-
wards older kids: visiting
campuses, exploring ca-
reers. Some are things for
when they are younger:
talking about work, taking
them to a basketball game
on a local campus.

And some, of course, are
for any age: Starting a con-
versation with, “When you
go to college,” saving for
college (and asking them to
save, too), and modeling
good citizenship by volun-
teering in your community.

Why does it matter if
they continue their educa-
tion after high school? Lot
of folks, myself included,
will cite the statistics: $1
million more in lifetime
earnings for those with a
college degree compared
with those with a high
school diploma; nearly 80
percent of Maine jobs are
middle- or high-skill and re-
quire some postsecondary
education or training. And,
of course, “college” doesn’t
just mean a four-year de-
gree on a residential cam-
pus. It includes associate
degrees and certificates,
trade school and training
programs.

But most parents are mo-
tivated by something much

more fundamental: wanting
their kids to have a happy
and “successful” future,
however that might be de-
fined, and whatever that
may look like.

Kids want the same
things: a chance to chart
their own path, to be their
own person, to be in charge
of their own destiny.

In a survey of Maine stu-
dents and parents by the
Maine Compact for Higher
Education about 10 years
ago, both groups defined
“readiness” as being broad-
er than college: ready for
life, ready for work, ready
for society.

Most saw education after
high school as a necessity.
Here’s the value proposition
that most resonated: Stu-
dents who graduate “ready”
have the power to define
their own future.

They saw having options
as being more important
than making financial head-
way.

Education after high
school may or may not be
absolutely necessary, but it
sure keeps open a lot more
doors than it closes. Wheth-
er your child is getting
ready to start kindergarten
or college, there’s a lot that
we as parents can do to help
them get ready for a future
of possibilities.

Colleen Quint is the parent
of three children and presi-
dent and CEO of the Alfond
Scholarship Foundation, a
nonprofit organization that
awards a $500 Alfond Grant

to every baby born a Maine
resident. To date, the pro-
gram has awarded more than
$25 million to over 50,000
Maine children in support of
their future education.
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Mount Katahdin is seen off the Golden Road recently
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University of Maine students move into Oxford Hall on the
Orono campus last year.

support a national monu-
ment or park on the out-
come of a “vote” by the
same tiny handful of people
who took to the streets over
a fire horn and are taking
an athlete from Colorado to
court on charges he spilled
sparkling wine.

Southern Maine for Fis-
cal Sanity! You with me?

Mike: You can keep run-

ning — I’m not joining that
race. The vote of the local
communities isn’t the de-
termining factor for park
opposition, although it is a
piece of the puzzle. Some
can object to a massive
transfer of land to the fed-
eral government on princi-
ple; that doesn’t make it
dumb.

But if you think folks in
Millinocket are rubes for
decrying the loss of a horn,
I hope the rural, backward
folk in Kennebunkport earn
the same scorn. After all,

they objected to the chang-
ing of foghorns by the Coast
Guard.

I actually agree with
Eliot Cutler on the “One
Maine” thing, and that
starts with a strong “pro-
horn” position. Connections
to our past are important —
how else will people from
away understand what
makes Mainers “us”?

Cynthia: Real Mainers
blow horns? I thought we
were open for business?

The massive piece of land
that would be transferred to

us is now privately owned
and not located in Milli-
nocket.

What about my right to
receive a gift, visit a park
and blow my own horn?

Mike: If you want to ex-
ercise that “right,” I suggest
you get a like-minded per-
son to win the Blaine
House, one of the U.S. Sen-
ate seats, or try to bump off
Bruce Poliquin. And if you
want to blow your own fog-
horn, I support your right
to do so in sunny seaside
Cape Elizabeth. Of course, I

also think a 60-year old Rod
and Gun club shouldn’t be
shut down, so my support
probably won’t get you very
far.

Cynthia: People from the
north including you and the
Katahdin Region Folk can
bring your guns to Cape
Elizabeth while you visit
our state parks and hear
our horns, thanks to the
NRA “from away.”

But anyone traveling to
Baxter has to leave their
guns, their bubbly and their
opinions about a neighbor-

ing national park at home,
forever.

That’s wild.

Republican Michael Cianch-
ette is former chief counsel
to Gov. Paul LePage, a Navy
reservist who served in Af-
ghanistan and in-house coun-
sel to a number of businesses
in southern Maine. Democrat
Cynthia Dill is a civil rights
lawyer with the Portland
firm Troubh Heisler and a
former state senator. Follow
her on Twitter at @
dillesquire.

there were 9,558 Mainers attend-
ing UMaine, according to the
UMS 2014 fall enrollment report.
By 2014, the number of Mainers at
UMaine had fallen to 8,368 — a
12.5 percent decline.

With the Maine Office of Policy
and Management forecasting that
the population of Mainers under
25 will decline 9 percent from 2012
through 2032, it’s no surprise to
see Blue Sky aim to draw more
out-of-state students.

Since Blue Sky’s release,
UMaine has seen out-of-state en-
rollment rise at a steady clip,
from 1,943 students in 2010 to 2,918
in 2014 — a 50 percent jump. The
Blue Sky goal was to grow the out-
of-state student population so it
makes up 25 to 30 percent of the
student body. As of 2014, they
comprise 26 percent.

Despite more out-of-state stu-
dents enrolling, the overall stu-
dent population has been slower
to rise. When Blue Sky rolled
out in 2012, the student popula-
tion at UMaine had declined to
10,901 from 11,501 in 2010. But
one year after Blue Sky’s re-
lease, it grew to 11,247. But that
growth spurt slowed in 2014
when the student body only rose
to 11,286, a far cry from the am-
bitious goal of 15,000 to which
Blue Sky aspired.

While the 2013 freshmen class
of 2,166 was the largest in
UMaine’s history, the incoming
class in 2014 contracted slightly to
2,063. Whether the incoming class
has grown or shrunk in 2015 is
not yet known.

Secret sauce for graduates
It’s not just out-of-state students

UMaine wants to attract; UMaine
also wants more graduate stu-
dents. But so far, Blue Sky ap-
pears not to have developed the
secret sauce for making UMaine
more of a graduate student desti-
nation.

The goal to boost the ranks of
graduates on campus also is not
new. The 2000-2005 strategic plan,
for example, aimed to “strengthen
graduate education as a vital com-
ponent of the university” and
strove to increase the number of
graduate students to 2,500 within
five years. But the graduate stu-
dent population never reached the
2,500 goal; it grew from 2,062 in
2000 to 2,256 in 2005.

(The 2006-2011 plan also sought
to “increase graduate enrollment”
but also did not specify a goal.)

Graduate enrollment later
peaked at 2,385 in 2009 and since
hasslipped to 1,947 as of 2014, the
lowest it has been since the 1990s.

Under Blue Sky, the goal was
for graduate students to eventual-
ly comprise 25 percent of the stu-

dent body. But, according to the
most recent UMS enrollment re-
port, only 17 percent of the uni-
versity’s students are graduate
students.

A sustainable future?
While students from outside

Maine bring different experiences
and perspectives to the universi-
ty, they also have the potential to
be a financial boon at a time of
systemwide fiscal struggles. Last
year, out-of-state tuition and fees
for a full-time student from out-
side New England totaled $40,282,
compared with $23,102 for a Maine
resident and $27,112 for a resident
of any of the other five New Eng-
land states.

For some time, the university
system has coped with a stagnant
state appropriation, which has
left the seven universities relying
more on tuition and fees paid by
students. Attracting students
from out of state has the potential
to inject much-needed revenue.

At UMaine, for example, state
appropriations in 1999 accounted
for 63 percent of campus funds,
while tuition and fees accounted
for 37 percent. More than a decade
later this has reversed, with state
appropriations in 2014 accounting
for 37 percent of campus funds
and tuition and fees accounting
for 63 percent.

In February 2014, Ferguson an-
nounced UMaine faced a $9.7 mil-
lion budget gap, which he said
was due to flat funding from the
state, frozen tuition and increas-
ing compensation for faculty and
staff. UMaine closed this gap by
eliminating 30 faculty positions —
all of which were vacant or would
have become vacant because of re-
tirement and attrition — and cut-
ting 31 nonfaculty positions, five
of which involved layoffs. It used
$5.3 million from the university’s
savings to cover the rest.

Ferguson said at the time the
budget gap initially had been $24
million but that initiatives the
university implemented under
Blue Sky — in particular, attract-
ing more students from out of
state — reduced the gap.

“If we had not been as success-
ful bringing in new students, we
would be in a world of pain,” Fer-
guson, now president of Ball State
University in Indiana, said early
last year.

Aside from raising more reve-
nue through tuition, Blue Sky
also aims to increase nontuition
sources of revenue, such as sale
and services. Those sources of
revenue have grown from 5.6 per-
cent of revenue in 2012 to 6.2 per-
cent in 2014 — still short of the 10
percent goal.

Whether Blue Sky initiatives
ultimately create long-term fiscal
sustainability or become the basis
for another, similar strategic plan
at least for now remains to be
seen.


