
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Fathers
4 Tailless amphibian
8 Saturated

14 The works
15 __ Stanley Gardner
16 With caution
17 Luau fare
18 Fraction of a tablet
19 Ultimatum words
20 Dismantle
22 Bryn __ College
24 Watermelon discard
25 Start of a quote by

Lana Turner
29 Creates a gully
30 Life-drawing

subjects
34 Talk while crying
37 Noteworthy times
38 High-pitched
39 Entertainers
41 Spire holder
42 Self-defense art
43 “Mask” star
44 Use needle and

thread
45 Lead-in
46 Bradley U. location
48 End of quote
53 Leave off the list
56 Vertical surface
57 Temporary calm
58 Skater Ito
60 Metrical foot
63 Tip of a wingtip
64 Advertising hook
65 Amateur sports org.

66 Seeded purchase
67 “Constant Craving”

singer

68 Acquires
69 Newspaper

honchos

DOWN
1 __ New Guinea
2 Over the length of
3 Go with the flow
4 Phone #
5 Mineral

deposit
6 Shaded walkways
7 Maligns
8 Under oath
9 Boat mover

10 Mental distress
11 Accumulation
12 Other
13 Soaked in woad
21 First of a count
23 Is no longer?
26 Lullaby cradle

location
27 “Casablanca”

co-star Peter
28 Receive by

bequest

31 Fancy dance
moves

32 Cosmo competition
33 Did in the dragon
34 H.H. Munro’s pen

name
35 Muscat’s country
36 Bacharach or

Young
38 Austere
40 New York lake
41 Oxford fastener
43 Upper limit
46 School fund-raising

grp.
47 Hole puncher
49 Inspiring reverence
50 Off-the-wall
51 Andrew __ Webber
52 Absconds
53 City on the Irtysh

River
54 Slight
55 Fan mail recipient
59 Bled
61 Welcoming rug
62 __ mitzvah

Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved

© 2016 Crosswords WRW
All rights reserved

1-5

Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Overberried

Staph infection: carbuncle to furuncle
Dear Dr. Roach: I’ve been

having trouble with boils for
a couple of years. Last year,
my doctor told me that it was
a staph infection. After about
a week on the antibiotics he
prescribed, I started to devel-
op an allergic reaction: a rash
all over my body. I was told
by a local clinic to discon-
tinue what I was taking; they
gave me a different antibiotic.
Again, a few days later, the
same reaction happened, so
my mom told me to stop tak-
ing it. I’m a teenager, and my
mom hasn’t done anything
else about it except to suggest
that I soak in the tub and keep
the area dry. While sometimes
it helps, it never completely
gets rid of it.

I try to shave the area or at
least trim the area, and I show-
er daily. The boils appeared
before I began shaving it, and
even when I started shaving
they still appeared. I had used
an antibacterial ointment, but
my mom said that it’d be too

oily and wouldn’t help, so I
haven’t used it since. I usually
just clean it and pat it with a
cloth with peroxide on it and
place a bandage over it.

I would appreciate any sug-
gestions. — C.F.

There are several types of
skin infections, and if that’s
what you have, yours may
have started off as folliculi-
tis, an infection of the hair
follicle. It’s most commonly
infected by Staphylococcus
aureus, the well-known cause
of various “staph” infections.
Several infected follicles can
coalesce together to form a
carbuncle. Also, an infection
of the hair follicle can extend
deeper into the skin, becom-
ing a furuncle (boil).

For mild cases, the infection
can be treated locally, with
warm compresses and topical

antibiotics. (Tell Mom to get a
cream, not an oily ointment.)
I prefer using mupirocin, a
prescription topical antibiotic
that is effective against even
most resistant strains, such
as MRSA (methicillin-resis-
tant Staphylococcus aureus).
I don’t normally prescribe
oral antibiotics, as they usu-
ally aren’t necessary and can
cause problems (such as your
allergic reaction). However,
very deep infections may need
to be drained by your doc-
tor or sometimes even by a
surgeon.

Shaving can create breaks
in the skin that allow the
Staphylococci that normally
live on the skin to enter and
cause infection. This is very
common in younger people
who shave, especially in the
groin but also the axillae
(armpits). If you shave, use
a new razor every time and
an astringent to protect your
skin after shaving. Or just
trim the hair. You shouldn’t

shave when the skin is irritat-
ed or infected. You also should
avoid hydrogen peroxide — it
is too harsh to use on any kind
of open wound.

However, you have had
this problem for years, which
would make me consider the
diagnosis of hidradenitis sup-
purativa, which can common-
ly be misdiagnosed as boils. I
think it is worth your getting
evaluated by a dermatologist
to be sure.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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Conceptis Sudoku

DR. KEITH ROACH
TO YOUR GOOD HEALTH

Dr. Roach regrets that
he is unable to answer
individual letters, but
will incorporate them in
the column whenever
possible. Readers may
email questions to
ToYourGoodHealth@med.
cornell.edu or request an
order form of available
health newsletters at 628
Virginia Dr., Orlando, FL
32803. Health newsletters
may be ordered from www.
rbmamall.com.
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