
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Black goo
4 Recoiled

10 Links grp.
14 Braggart’s problem
15 Strip in a shoe
16 Letters before www
17 Occasionally
19 Cultivator, at times
20 Statistical inclination
21 In one’s sickbed
23 Stamping ground
26 Talk over
29 Intermittently
32 Modern: pref.
33 Political satirist Mort
36 Village Voice award
37 Nobel-winning

chemist Frederick
39 King of Troy
41 L.A. home of the

Trojans
42 Actress Georgia
43 MetLife alternative
44 Reclined
46 Inside diameter
47 Amtrak stop
48 Pacer’s path
51 Founder of

genetics
53 Roosevelt’s First

Lady
57 Bit of scribbling
60 Rainbow: pref.
61 John Dickson or

Vikki
63 Present time
66 E pluribus __

67 Fly an aircraft
68 Afore
69 Lairs

70 Like some wedding
cakes

71 Letters in old
atlases

DOWN
1 Tithe
2 Ancient Greek

marketplace
3 Second crop of hay

in one season
4 Somewhat
5 Ky. neighbor
6 Midwest hrs.
7 First chancellor of

reunified Germany
8 Home of Zeno
9 “Casino” star Robert

10 Yep
11 Heavy traffic
12 Co. that became

Verizon
13 Loan letters
18 Man from Luanda
22 Compact
24 ETs’ craft
25 __ rasa

27 Passover dinner
28 Games authority
30 Seventh Hebrew

month
31 Resolve
33 Burst of activity
34 Rugged mountain

ridge
35 Vehicular crime
38 Ready to go along
40 San __, CA
45 Giants and Titans

org.
49 Overused
50 Checked, as horses
52 U. residences
54 Tigers and Cubs
55 Whiffs
56 Man in a scull
58 Jeans maker

Strauss
59 Niagara’s source
61 Bovine chew
62 What makes man

mean?
64 Dumbo’s wing
65 Took in sustenance
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Major problems

Treatment is available for pseudogout
Dear Dr. Roach: In your

recent column on pseudogout,
you didn’t discuss treatment.
I had it earlier this year, and
after a while it went away. It
was very painful. Is there any
medication to help it? — D.B.

Pseudogout, like gout, is
caused by the deposition of
crystals inside a joint. But
rather than the uric acid crys-
tals of regular gout, the crys-
tals in pseudogout are made
from calcium pyrophosphate
(which gives it its other name,
calcium pyrophosphate depo-
sition disease, or CPDD). It
happens in the knee, but also
can affect the wrists, ankles,
feet and elbows.

Remedy for an acute
attack can involve treatment
of the affected joint directly
— removing the crystal-laden
joint fluid with a needle and
then injecting an anti-inflam-
matory steroid into the joint.
More frequently, however, they
are treated conservatively

with oral anti-inflammatory
medicines like ibuprofen, cold
packs on the joint and two to
three days of immobilization.

For people with many
recurrences of CPDD, I nor-
mally recommend colchicine,
an extract from autumn cro-
cus, used for centuries to pre-
vent and treat attacks.

However, the price of
generic colchicine in the
U.S. has skyrocketed (about
$5 a pill when I checked
today) for complex reasons
involving the Food and Drug
Administration and the man-
ufacturer. The manufacturer
has an assistance program for
some eligible patients.

Dear Dr. Roach: I was
prescribed tamoxifen, but
after one and a half months,
I developed pain in my hip
and groin, so bad that I had to

use a walker. An X-ray showed
only early arthritis. My can-
cer doctor took me off the
tamoxifen, and my pain went
from a 10 out of 10 down to a 1
out of 10. But the doctor said
I need to be on it so that the
cancer doesn’t spread to other
areas.

The information on tamoxi-
fen said it can cause groin
pain, joint pain and many
other effects, but isn’t com-
pletely effective at stopping
cancer. What’s your opinion?
— N.

I assume you have a history
of estrogen-receptor-positive
breast cancer, since tamoxi-
fen is most commonly used in
women with breast cancer. It
acts as an anti-estrogen, so it’s
most effective in cancers that
have estrogen receptors.

It helps to prevent the breast
cancer from recurring, and it
has a powerful effect. About
one woman in eight who took
tamoxifen for five years had

a recurrence prevented, com-
pared with a woman who did
not take tamoxifen. That’s a
very big benefit.

However, tamoxifen has
risks as well. Your cancer
doctor would have told you
about the risk of cancer of
the uterus (if you have one)
and of blood clots. Side effects
also can include hot flashes,
leg cramps and bladder-con-
trol problems. Joint pain, as
you have described, also is
seen, but I haven’t seen it as
severe as you are describing.
For most women, the benefits
far outweigh the risks.

However, a doctor takes
care of one patient at a time,
and for you, it seems the ter-
rible groin and hip pain is
pretty clearly a side effect of
the tamoxifen.

I can’t believe that the ben-
efits outweigh the risks for
you. There are other treat-
ments your doctor can use to
reduce your risk, such as an
aromatase inhibitor.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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