
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Part of H.S.
4 Optimistic

10 Add some spirits to
14 Y. Arafat’s

supporters
15 Subtle meaning
16 Egyptian fertility god
17 NATO cousin
18 Goes blonde again
19 Kind of bolt or heat
20 Preschoolers
23 Fujairah or Ajman,

e.g.
24 Louise or Baker
26 Tokyo, once
27 Actress Andersson
30 A hundred and four
31 Recorded

proceedings
34 Fowles novel, with

“The”
35 “SNL” alum

Gasteyer
36 Useless ones
40 Road-sign abbr.
41 Basketry willow
42 “Two Years before

the __”
43 Dockers grp.
44 Damsel
45 Rim of a cup
47 Old-time actress

Nita
49 “The Bald Soprano”

playwright
53 Another name for

Nauru
57 You wish!
58 Conceive mentally
59 Hebrew letter

60 Al Capp’s
hyena

61 Pad

62 Letters on Cardinal
caps

63 Certain NCO
64 Boo-boos
65 “The Daughter of

Time” author

DOWN
1 Wheel part
2 Maintain
3 Former Egyptian

leader Mubarak
4 Like unopened

e-mail
5 __ Rico
6 Insignia
7 One-named Irish

singer
8 Taiwanese

electronics corp.
9 Kind of pilot or

case?
10 Burdened
11 Bits and pieces of

U.S. history
12 Gliding stretches
13 Limitation
21 Anticipate with

alarm

22 Big name in
windsurfing

25 “Stop!” on the
ocean

27 Deadly poisons
28 Marty Feldman

role in “Young
Frankenstein”

29 However
31 “Play It __, Sam”
32 Sudden cave-ins
33 Adding up
34 Relatives of X-rays
37 Leaflike layers
38 American explorer

Johnson
39 Urge to action
45 Hang around
46 Pix in pix
48 Make lean?
49 Italian novelist

Calvino
50 Spoke biblically
51 $100
52 In a curious way
54 Web page
55 Purim month
56 Lincoln’s st.
57 Gore and Capone
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

In want of a trick

Lymph nodes seem to have ‘resolved’
Dear Dr. Roach: Two years

ago, my mother had a large
mass surgically removed from
her colon. (A laparoscopic
surgery with colon resection.)
The operative diagnosis was
cancer that had metastasized
to her lymph nodes. A quote
from radiology following
her PET: “She lit up like a
Christmas tree!” The lymph
nodes weren’t biopsied, and
she received no radiation or
chemotherapy.

Last month she had another
PET scan, which showed that
“the majority of the previous-
ly noted enlarged lymph nodes
have resolved.” Does cancer
“resolve”? If this report is
accurate, my mother’s body
seems to be clearing up the
cancer. I’ve never heard of
this. Right now, she experi-
ences chills daily. Can it be
that her white blood cells are
actually fighting this cancer
and winning?

My mother is 83. She has
pretty good energy. Based on

this report, she says she is
cured and will live to be 100.
She’s planning on leaving the
assisted living facility she
moved to two years ago. She
wants to move into an apart-
ment building! As you can see,
we’re depending on accurate
information to inform us so
that we can make good deci-
sions. — J.B.

It is possible that your
mother had a near-miraculous
cure of advanced colon can-
cer. It sounds from the PET
scan (which looks both at size
of lesions and their metabolic
activity inside the body) that
she may be cancer-free. I can’t
tell you whether those origi-
nal lymph nodes were really
cancerous, but in the situa-
tion of a large colon cancer,
those nodes usually are.

It also is possible that the

original nodes were not can-
cer; rather, they were part
of the body’s response to the
colon cancer that was removed
by surgery.

In either event, it does
seem that your mother may be
free of cancer. Unfortunately,
I can’t give any opinion on
her likelihood of reaching 100
(most 83-year-old women with
no medical problems do not),
because her case is unique in
my experience and that of an
eminent oncologist I consult-
ed. Some cancers, especially
kidney cancer, have been
known to have distant disease
“melt away” after the initial
mass is removed surgically,
but it is rare even in kidney
cancer, and I have not heard
of that happening with colon
cancer.

I’m sorry I can’t give you
my advice on her leaving her
assisted living facility, but I do
feel that she has been given a
great gift and should live her
life to the fullest.

The booklet on colon cancer
provides useful information
on the causes and cures of
this common malady. Readers
can obtain a copy by writ-
ing: Dr. Roach Book No. 505,
628 Virginia Dr., Orlando, FL
32803.

Enclose a check or money
order (no cash) for $4.75 U.S./$6
Can. with the recipient’s
printed name and address.
Please allow four weeks for
delivery.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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Conceptis Sudoku

DR. KEITH ROACH
TO YOUR GOOD HEALTH

Dr. Roach regrets that
he is unable to answer
individual letters, but
will incorporate them in
the column whenever
possible. Readers may
email questions to
ToYourGoodHealth@med.
cornell.edu or request an
order form of available
health newsletters at 628
Virginia Dr., Orlando, FL
32803. Health newsletters
may be ordered from www.
rbmamall.com.
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