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Maine’s largest
solar farm expected
to go online in 2016

BY DARREN FISHELL
BDN STAFF

PORTLAND — The Maine Pub-
lic Utilities Commission expects
the state’s largest solar power
project to date — planned for
Waldo County — to come online
later this year.

The project is one of four pilot
projects that won the ability to
enter long-term contracts with the
state’s two major utilities, pending
local approval. The PUC an-
nounced the winners for the pilot
program in December. On Friday,
it released an order outlining more
details about each.

The largest project of the four is
the 9.9-megawatt solar farm pro-
posal in the town of Monroe, a
project with 70 percent ownership
held by Cianbro Development
Corp. and 30 percent by solar de-
veloper Clear Energy LLC.

In order to qualify as a pilot
project under the state law that
created the program in 2009, a
qualifying local company must
have a majority stake in the proj-
ect.

The Monroe project would re-
ceive 8.5 cents per kilowatt hour,
the lowest of the four projects. It
still requires local support, ac-
cording to the PUC, but is antici-
pated to enter operation this fall.

The commission also approved
Georges River Energy, held by
members of the family that owns
Robbins Lumber in Searsmont,
which would use wood waste from
the sawmill and local logging con-
tractors to fuel a 7.5-megawatt

The project is one of four
that won the ability to
enter long-term contracts
with the state’s two major
utilities, pending local
approval

biomass system that produces
both heat and electricity.

It expects to come online in
early 2018 and would receive 9.9
cents per kilowatt hour. The pilot
projects set a maximum bid of 10
cents per kilowatt hour to qualify.

And a wind power project origi-
nally proposed for land in Fort
Fairfield moved a mile north in its
final iteration, on 100 acres of
farmland in Limestone. The wind
power project is from Shamrock
Partners, led by Freeport resident
Sue Jones.

Jones had proposed and won
pilot project approval for the Fort
Fairfield site, but that plan was es-
sentially killed, she told the BDN
last fall, by an ordinance for wind
projects that established a one-
mile setback from landowners not
involved in the project.

That project would receive 8.3
cents per Kkilowatt hour and still
requires a local resolution of sup-
port. The project is expected to
come online by at least late 2018.

The PUC also approved a com-
bined solar and hydropower sys-
tem near the American Woolen
Mill in Dover-Foxcroft, with a com-
bined capacity of 396 kilowatts, the
smallest of the group. It would re-
ceive 10 cents per kilowatt hour.
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With less than 70,000 inhabitants
but many miles of sunny, windy
hills, Aroostook County has a bright
future in renewable energy, in the
eyes of Emera Maine executives
Steve Sloan and Alan Richardson.

Emera, northern Maine’s power
utility, is focusing on the reliabili-
ty of the region’s aging grid and
preparing for upgrades while
studying future options, including
the potential of wind and solar
power, said Sloan, transmission
manager, and Richardson, the
president of Emera Maine.

The two executives were speak-
ing with members of the Central
Aroostook Chamber of Commerce
at Cafe Sopresso in Presque Isle,
during a warm winter with fewer
power outages than usual. Despite
that reliability, northern Maine’s
electric grid is in need of some re-
habilitation and renovation, Sloan
said in a presentation.

Aroostook County’s grid is “heav-
ily dependent on supply from New
Brunswick” and also “has some
weaknesses,” he said. Overall, half
of northern Maine’s 350 miles of
transmission lines are more than 40
years old, and at times in recent
years electricity generators like the
ReEnergy biomass plant have been
forced to stay open by the Northern
Maine Independent System Admin-
istrator, the nonprofit manager of
northern Maine’s grid, to ensure
there would be enough capacity for
residential and business users.

The Tinker hydroelectric dam,
about a mile downstream and across
the U.S. border from Fort Fairfield,
has a capacity of 34 megawatts that
carries power to consumers in
Aroostook County, but its transmis-
sion lines are in need of repair.

Small market with big potential

Emera focuses on possibilities of northern Maine electric grid
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The Tinker hydroelectric dam along the Aroostook River, downstream
of Fort Fairfield. The transmission line connection at Tinker, which
brings energy into Maine, is slated for an upgrade.

Emera and the New Brunswick
utility are slated to invest in up-
grades to the lines and connections
at Tinker. It’s a lower-cost, short-
term solution to the reliability
problem, and was approved by the
Maine Public Utilities Commis-
sion, rather than Emera’s proposed
connection to a power station in
Woodstock, New Brunswick.

The upgrades at the Tinker dam
will include a new transformer and
a higher capacity, but in the long-
term Emera is looking to win ap-
proval for $175 million in transmis-
sion projects through 2020, 60 per-
cent of that representing replace-
ments of aging infrastructure.

Emera Maine, a part of a Nova
Scotia-based utility firm, is also
looking to long-term solutions for
the next 20 and 30 years.

Among the possibilities the
company has been studying are
new power generation, demand-
side efficiency programs and
transmission links such as to ISO
New England, which would fully
link northern Maine’s grid to the

rest of New England, Sloan said.

At the same time, the region has
the opportunity to generate more
renewable energy and benefit from
selling it at a premium to southern
New England states with clean en-
ergy mandates, like the pending
Number 9 Wind Farm in central
Aroostook County would do.

“We do have wind, the ability to
produce renewable energy, and
the world is paying a big premi-
um,” said Richardson, the presi-
dent and COO of Emera Maine.

As with the 119-turbine Number
9 Wind Farm, the costs would be
paid by consumers in Massachu-
setts and Connecticut, with the re-
gion benefiting from the energy-
related jobs and tax payments,
Richardson said.

Along with wind, Richardson
said that Emera and other utilities
want to see rooftop solar expand, as
the costs of solar voltaic technology
fall, despite the disagreements over
net metering and how to pay roof-
top solar customers for feeding en-
ergy into the grid.
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Wall St. surges
at end of
awful January

BY NOEL RANDEWICH
REUTERS

Wall Street surged over 2 per-
cent on Friday after the Bank of
Japan unexpectedly cut interest
rates and Microsoft led a major
rally in technology shares, repair-
ing some of the damage to the S&P
500’s worst January since 2009.

Slammed by collapsing oil pric-
es that have fed doubts about the
health of the global economy,
stocks have had a volatile start to
the year. At one point last week,
the S&P’s loss for 2016 reached 11
percent before recovering to end
the month down 5 percent.

The index rose 2.48 percent on
Friday, its strongest day since Sep-
tember.

“Sentiment certainly had swung
to a wildly negative scenario,” said
Michael Church, president of Addi-
son Capital Management in Philadel-
phia. “What happens if there is not a
recession? What happens if China
stabilizes and the Fed doesn’t raise
rates aggressively?”

Global equities got a surprise
boost on Friday after Japan’s cen-
tral bank cut a benchmark rate
below zero to stimulate its econo-
my.

Stocks were also lifted by weak
fourth-quarter U.S. gross domestic
product growth data, which bol-
stered arguments that the Federal
Reserve might go slower than ex-
pected on future rate hikes.

While the Fed has not ruled out
a rate hike in March, many inves-
tors believe recent global econom-
ic and financial turmoil may lead
it to wait.

Microsoft shares jumped 5.83
percent on better-than-expected
results.

The software company was the
biggest influence on the S&P 500
and the Nasdaq and helped push
the S&P tech sector up 3.6 percent,
its strongest session since August.

Fourth-quarter corporate re-
porting season is well under way,
with S&P 500 companies on aver-
age expected to post a 4.1 percent
drop in earnings, according to
Thomson Reuters I/B/E/S. Ex-
cluding energy companies, earn-
ings are seen rising 2.1 percent.

The Dow Jones industrial aver-
age ended 2.47 percent higher at
16,466.30 while the S&P 500 gained
46.88 points or 2.48 percent higher
to end at 1,940.24.

The Nasdaq Composite surged
2.38 percent to 4,613.95.

For the week, the Dow gained
2.3 percent, the S&P added 1.7 per-
cent and the Nasdaq increased 0.5
percent.

That left the Dow down 5.5 per-
cent for the month and the Nasdaq
7.9 percent lower, its largest month-
1y loss since May 2010.



