
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Picks
8 Contracting muscle

15 Loop thread with a
hooked needle

16 One of the Five
Nations

17 Just under the wire
19 Cornwall town
20 Engineering U.
21 Pulverized lava
24 Source for repros
25 French palace
29 Meadowland
30 Rosewall of tennis
31 Meteor tail?
32 Alphabet trio
33 Put out
35 Hail, Caesar!
36 Mature nits
37 Frequently
41 Caesar and

Luckman
42 Old-time oath
43 Contemptuous

exclamation
45 Cuckoo bird
46 Sternward
47 Orch. section
49 UFO fliers
50 “Ecstasy” star

Hedy
52 Greek portico
53 Q-U connection
54 Carnival city,

casually
55 Powdery volcanic

rock
57 Nothing to do
64 Confronts boldly

65 Audio equipment
66 Dumbfounded
67 Homs populace

DOWN
1 School subj.
2 Directional add-on
3 Straw drawn
4 For real: Ger.
5 Trail-of-Tears

tribe
6 Faculty status
7 Blend
8 Pop the question
9 Certain

mathematician
10 In the records
11 Henrietta’s

nickname
12 Tours here
13 Fictional detective

Spade
14 Mao __-Tung
18 Mechanical tooth
21 The Greatest
22 Provencal verse
23 Members of a

Jewish sect
26 Water racer
27 Prevents from being

included
28 Hurricane’s center

31 “__ Got You under
My Skin”

34 Vocalized
hesitations

35 Goddess of criminal
folly

36 Lucy of “Charlie’s
Angels”

38 Speaks to rudely
39 Be the right size
40 Shark with a

whiplike tail
41 Actor Mineo
44 FDR’s successor
46 Short vocal solo
47 Emphasize
48 Pleasantly warm
51 Of a region
52 RR stop
56 Gandhi’s garment
57 TV schedule abbr.
58 NYC subway line
59 __ culpa (Sorry

‘bout that)
60 Precursor of the CIA
61 Learning org.
62 Ho of Hawaii
63 Draft letters
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Murphy the optimist?

Pituitary tumors more common now
Dear Dr. Roach: My wife

has been told that she has
a tumor (noncancerous, the
doctors think) on her pitu-
itary gland.

The specialist told her that
it’s so small that they don’t
expect it to grow, and since
she isn’t showing any symp-
toms, they are not going to do
anything about it. He told her
to get another MRI in a year to
see if the size has changed.

It was very small (micro-
adenoma). It was found when
she was noted to have a high
amount of prolactin.

This scares me. The pitu-
itary gland is important to
several functions of the
human body, hormonewise. A
tumor on or near it should be
removed, in my (non-medical-
ly trained, of course) opinion.

Should she get a second
opinion on this tumor and any
kind of treatment plan? And
what is your opinion on pitu-
itary gland tumors? Remove
them or not? — A.A.

Pituitary tumors are much
more common than once
thought.

They can be found when
a person produces too much
hormone, such as TSH, the
hormone that stimulates
the thyroid to produce thy-
roid hormone, or if a person
doesn’t produce the hormones
he or she is supposed to, caus-
ing low thyroid hormone or
other deficiencies — espe-
cially low LH (luteinizing
hormone) and FSH (follicle-
stimulating hormone), which
regulate ovarian function
and the menstrual cycle in
women.

Any pituitary tumor, even
if it doesn’t make anything,
can cause a high prolactin
level, since a tumor can block
the signal telling the pituitary
NOT to make prolactin.

Prolactin stimulates milk

production after a woman
has a baby, but very high
levels can cause galactor-
rhea (milk production) in a
woman who hasn’t been preg-
nant. Prolactin-producing
tumors have higher prolactin
levels.

The diagnosis of a pitu-
itary tumor is made by care-
fully evaluating the hormone
regulation and by imaging the
pituitary gland, usually with
an MRI.

Pituitary tumors are treat-
ed if they are causing signifi-
cant problems.

The optic nerve runs
right underneath the pitu-
itary gland, so a large tumor
can affect eyesight, and this
situation needs prompt treat-
ment.

A microadenoma is less
than 1 cm, and 95 percent
of these did not enlarge in
a study following people for
four to six years.

Prolactin-secreting tumors
can be treated medically —

and they should be if the LH
and FSH are affected — by
a medicine such as cabergo-
line. Cabergoline also can be
used if the prolactin level is
high enough to cause galac-
torrhea.

I understand the desire to
remove a tumor in such an
important area. It is a univer-
sal human response. However,
not all require surgery, or even
treatment with medication.

Surgery is indicated to
relieve vision changes or
other neurologic problems
related to the tumor, which
isn’t likely in your wife’s
case because it is small, or
to manage hormone deficien-
cies.

One deficiency your wife’s
endocrinologist would have
evaluated carefully is the abil-
ity to make cortisone.

If the pituitary can’t make
enough cortisone (this hap-
pens about 30 percent of the
time), that requires prompt
treatment.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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