
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Mont in the Alps
6 As far as

10 Slope lift
14 Alvin of dance
15 Work to be done
16 Klutz’s comment
17 Hotel employees
19 Weather research

agcy.
20 Pronghorns and

gazelles
21 Rel. degree
22 Theological sch.
23 Titaness who

became Artemis
26 Demolishes
29 Corsican patriot
32 Director Howard
33 Prima donnas’

problems
34 Large Asiatic deer
35 Elev.
36 Chinese religion
37 “Baby and Child

Care” auth.
38 Saul’s uncle
39 An end of alcohol

and sex?
40 Churchill’s

successor
41 Indian tourist stop
42 Immigrant’s course

letters
43 Decorative jars
44 Biographer of FDR
45 Double daggers
47 CIO partner
48 No vote
49 Flowers along a

path?

55 Old-time actress
Pitts

57 Gloomy Guses

58 Observed
59 Compositions for

one
60 Deserve
61 Lucy’s hubby
62 Guitarist Atkins
63 Perfect places

DOWN
1 Silents star Theda
2 Serengeti predator
3 Tons
4 Unbeatable foes
5 Complete

sequences
6 Lone Star State

sch.
7 Cut corners
8 Sounds of

disapproval
9 Approvals

10 Sidekick with a
headband

11 Throwing sticks
12 Group of shrinks
13 S. hemisphere

nation
18 British actor Herbert
21 Avoid work

23 Finish second
24 Short jacket
25 Catch in a setup
26 Fastened sneakers
27 Career grand slam

tennis champion
28 Camera

attachments
29 Times gone by
30 More than enough
31 Double reeds
34 Girls of Sp.
37 Racer Allison
41 Mixed, as metals
44 Typical ski

lodge
46 Riyadh resident
47 Morning hrs.
49 Eeyore’s friend
50 Auditioner’s

goal
51 Fax
52 Ecological cycle
53 __ go bragh!
54 Mach breakers
55 Londoner’s last

letter
56 Shipmate’s assent
57 Mil. honor
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

2015 world titles

Evidence suggests that vaccines are safe
Dear Dr. Roach: I am a 39-

year-old male with systemic
lupus. I read your article on
artificial and natural immuni-
ty and how getting the flu shot
helps “prime” the immune
system.

I have been told by some
that priming the immune sys-
tem with any vaccine is not a
good idea in my case, since I
could develop antibodies that
attack my own body.

What I want to know: Is it a
good idea to get the vaccine?
— D.S.

I often see advertisements
for products claiming to
“boost” the immune system,
but in someone with autoim-
mune disease, that could be a
disaster, since increasing the
immune and inflammatory
systems overall could lead
to worsening of the autoim-
mune disease.

In systemic lupus, it could
lead to a flare-up of the dis-
ease, in any of its many mani-

festations, such as arthritis,
kidney disease or swelling of
the brain.

Fortunately, none of the
products touted to “boost” the
immune system actually do
so. Vaccines are very specific
antigens (usually proteins
purified from bacteria or
viruses) presented to the body,
which then prepares cells that
can respond to invaders with
these antigens.

They should not increase
autoimmune disease, and the
majority of evidence suggests
that vaccines are safe for most
people with autoimmune dis-
ease and that, again, for most
people, the proven benefits
of vaccination outweigh the
small and theoretical risk of
worsening the autoimmune
disease.

I say “most” because
there are some exceptions in

which the risk may be too
high. Anyone with a history
of Guillain-Barre syndrome
within six weeks of previous
influenza vaccination should
not get the flu vaccine.

People with autoimmune
disease taking medication
that compromises the immune
system should not take live
vaccines.

Some physicians recom-
mend against vaccinating
patients with severe autoim-
mune disease, and my com-
ments cannot be a replace-
ment for the advice of a physi-
cian who knows you.

Dear Dr. Roach: I was on a
cruise where I shared a bath-
room with my daughter. She
and I both had urinary-tract
infections. She has had sev-
eral recurrences, and is now
going to a urologist. Is it pos-
sible that we were reinfecting
each other? Is it possible to
contract a UTI by using the
same toilet? — B.V.O.

It is not at all likely.
Virtually all urinary tract
infections are caused by bac-
teria entering the bladder and
not being eliminated by the
body.

This may be due to the bac-
teria being particularly viru-
lent, or to the person having
a susceptibility to infection.
The bacteria that enter the
bladder generally are those
that colonize the lower intes-
tine. No matter how carefully
we clean ourselves, there are
always bacteria on our body,
and their numbers are par-
ticularly large in the perine-
um (genitals and anus). In
women, these can gain entry
through the urethra, the tube
that drains the bladder.

Toilet seats are relatively
free from bacteria (compared
with many other surfaces,
such as the floor or sinks),
and a flushed toilet has very
little bacteria, so it’s extreme-
ly unlikely that a family mem-
ber is the source of a UTI.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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