
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Exclamations of

wonderment
5 Still places in

streams
10 __ ex machina
14 Memphis god
15 Metropolitan
16 Cosmo competitor
17 Remote votes
20 Charlie Brown’s

exclamation
21 Hairy coat
22 Sentence snippet
25 Causes suffering
30 Radiosondes
32 Pear of choice
33 Homestead plot
34 Incidentally, in

brief
35 Creator of party

animals
37 Wife/sister of

Osiris
40 Rds.
43 English prep school
45 Veil material
49 Mixed-drinks

containers
53 Regarded with

respect
54 Makes very happy
55 Some NFL linemen
56 Abel’s killer
57 Dance groups
65 Prom transport,

perhaps
66 Like a haunted

house
67 Aleutian island
68 Coffee containers

69 Like a mad
dog

70 Ungulate’s foot

DOWN
1 Rationers of WWII
2 Gambling parlor’s

letters
3 Possesses
4 High-end hotel

chain
5 Legging of WWI
6 Cinnabar and

galena
7 Eng. honor
8 Scientist’s milieu
9 Horse bits

10 Texas border city
11 “Xanadu” grp.
12 Most remote, briefly
13 His: Fr.
18 City on the

Merrimack
19 Temporary calm
22 New Deal agcy.
23 One with a nest

egg
24 Englishman in India
25 Easy letters?
26 Getting on
27 Pen mate
28 Nobel creation
29 Compass pt.

31 Discompose
36 Tailor
38 Nation of Roma
39 Stephen Foster

song, “Oh! __”
40 Haggard novel
41 Seventh tones
42 One NCO
44 Advanced in age
46 D-Day

transportation
47 Bruce of “The

Green Hornet”
48 Superman’s

letter
50 Greetings
51 __-noire
52 Jumped
56 Letters for 902
57 Color of the Italian

sky
58 Part of AFB
59 K-O connection
60 President’s financial

grp.
61 Poetic planet
62 Figure skater Midori
63 DDE’s command
64 Word ext.
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Binding arbitration

Screening guidelines for colon cancer
Dear Dr. Roach: I have

been getting regular colonos-
copies every five years for the
past 20 years. This past time,
three years ago, four tubular
adenomas were found in the
cecum, with the largest being
.8 cm.

There also were polyps in
2008, but I don’t know how
many, other than it was more
than one.

My maternal grandmoth-
er died of colon cancer, my
brother is presently getting
chemo for colon cancer, a
double cousin had it and my
father’s double cousin also
has had a couple of bouts.
My gastroenterologist has
recommended a repeat exam
in five years (two years from
now).

With the number of pol-
yps removed and my family
history, should the next exam
be due now, rather than in
two years? Other than bowel
problems caused by IBS, I am
healthy. — A.W.

The U.S. Multi-Society Task
Force on Colorectal Cancer
released guidelines in 2012
with precise recommenda-
tions. For people with four
to 10 tubular adenomas, the
recommendation for people
at otherwise average risk
would be a follow-up in three
years.

Given your family history,
I would be more aggressive in
getting further screening.

These guidelines are just
guidelines, not rules etched in
stone, and perhaps your gas-
troenterologist has informa-
tion about you not available
to me, which affects your case.
I certainly would recommend
that you tell him or her if
you would prefer an earlier
screening.

Finally, given the extensive
family history, I would try to
find out whether anyone in

your family has been evalu-
ated for Lynch syndrome
or other family cancer syn-
dromes.

Dear Dr. Roach: I am a
23-year-old, working profes-
sional. I have had tonsillitis
and sinus infection trouble for
more than a year.

I have been taking home-
opathy treatment for the past
six months. I often get throat
infection, and this increases
my fever.

In the past few days, I have
had severe throat infection
and fever. I took a blood test,
and my WBC count was ele-
vated. This happened often in
the past year.

Is this because of tonsilli-
tis, or something else? I would
like to know if there is a per-
manent cure for this, as I am
losing weight because of this
persistent infection. — Anon.

I cannot tell you for sure,
but based on your symptoms

and high white blood cell
count, I would be quite wor-
ried about a chronic hidden
bacterial infection. The ton-
sils and sinuses are the most
likely places for this.

Finding the true source of
infection can be difficult, but
because you have had such
severe problems for so long,
it certainly is time for a more
comprehensive evaluation. If
a very careful examination
failed to show a problem, I
would consider, in a case like
yours, a CT scan of the sinus-
es, and very likely a referral
to an ENT specialist.

An infection lasting a year
or more sufficient to cause
weight problems shouldn’t be
left alone or treated with inef-
fective medications. (There is
no basis in science for home-
opathy; however, some people
use the term to include herbal
treatments, which sometimes
are effective. In your case,
what you are taking clearly
isn’t working.)

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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