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For puzzle inquiries contact scrgrams@gmail.com.
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TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2- to 7-letter word from the letters in each row. Add
points of each word, using scoring directions at right. Finally, 7-letter words get 50-
point bonus. “Blanks" used as any letter have no point value. All the words

For more information an tournaments and clubs, emaif NASPA -
Players Association info@scrabbleplayers.org. Visit our website - www.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham
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HIl & LOIS by Chance Browne

Unscramble these four Jumbles, s
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app

He wanted you
to have the first
dirigible he

designed. -

WHEN HE INHERITED THE BLIMP

FROM HIS GRANDFATHER, HE
INHERITED AN ——

Whoa! I can’t )
believe he left me
this! It's going to

be a good year.
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I SHOWED A
HOUSE TODAY THAT
If HAD A LOVELY
T DINING ROOM.

“Y/ PEOPLE USED
TO HAVE A
ROOM JUST

WHEN
WAS
THAT?
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“LooKs LIKE YOUR BARBER TOOK WAY
TOO MUCH OFF THE TOR.”

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane
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Print your
answer here:

Jumbles: WIPER
Answer:

Saturday’s DOUBT

WATERED DOWN

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.
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The drinks at the undersea bar were —

(Answers tomorrow)
WISDOM TANGLE

[THIS AAN WANTS TO
JOIN OUR CREW /
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BUT NO OROINARY
SHEEPHERDER /
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Recurrent TIAs cause for great concern

Dear Dr. Roach: I have a
69-year-old woman friend who
has been having TIAs for over
a year. She averages one a
week. Doctors are puzzled.

They last 15 to 20 minutes,
with drooling and numbness
on the left side. I am very
worried about what is going
to happen.

Is this normal for an older
person? Aren’t TIAs a prelude
to a major stroke? What do
you think should be done?
— Anon.

A transient ischemic attack
is a temporary loss of func-
tion of the nervous system.
It is similar to a stroke, but
a stroke causes permanent
damage to cells of the nervous
system. (In a stroke, symp-
toms may improve despite
permanent damage, and this
is due to the nervous system’s
ability to find new ways to
perform the functions of dam-
aged areas.)

A TIA is worrisome in

DR. KEITH ROACH

itself, since even a brief epi-
sode of poor blood flow to the
brain may cause permanent
damage.

However, TIAs are worri-
some also because they pre-
dict a higher likelihood of
developing a stroke, which
can range from minor damage
to catastrophic loss of brain
function and death.

TIAs and strokes unfortu-
nately are all too common,
but I would never character-
ize them as normal.

A TIA should be looked
at as an emergency: One col-
league of mine said it’s “chest
pain of the brain,” and people
with TIAs should be rapidly
evaluated.

The evaluation can be com-
plex, but generally includes
imaging studies of the brain,
usually an MRI or CT scan,
and an evaluation of the blood

flow to the brain by MRA, CTA
or ultrasonography. Often, the
blood vessels of the neck and
chest need evaluation, as does
the heart itself; it can send
blood clots to the brain, caus-
ing recurrent TIA.

Abnormal heart rhythm,
such as atrial fibrillation, can
be a cause for TIA.

I don’t know how extensive
the evaluation of your friend
has been thus far.

If she already has had
an extensive workup done,
it is reasonable to consider
some less-common possibili-
ties. Sometimes seizures can
appear clinically similar to
TIAs, as can multiple sclero-
sis and other related condi-
tions.

If your friend would like,
perhaps you could accompany
her to her next visit, so you
can get a better idea of how
thorough her medical team
has been, and consider a fresh
look. Continued TIAs are very
worrisome to me.

The Daily Crossword cuited by Wayne Robert Williams

ACROSS
1 Oldsters’ grp.
5 Washington’s
successor
10 Wage-slave’s refrain
14 Vivacity
15 “Star Trek” co-star
16 Puget Sound whale
17 Parlor
19 Ranked contender
20 NASA’s ISS partner
21 Cheers for the
matador
22 Walk the carpet
24 Narrate
26 Leaves in the lurch
29 Public lavatory
32 Balderdash!
33 Quality of taste
36 Ship’s tiller
37 Language subtlety
38 Reheats
39 Goose the gas 56
40 “Sorry Wrong .
Number” prop 61
41 Code name?
42 Harassed 64
persistently
43 Hire a different crew 67
44 Angeles or Alamos
45 Res_t Area_building Visit: ADailyCrossword.com 2/22
47 Putin chains
49 Takes an oath 56 Make up facts 62 Edibles 25 Olfactory stimulation
53 Decorate again 57 Succulent plant 63 Less wild 26 Problem fixer
54 Atlas section 59 Changing chamber 64 Part of ABM 27 Prima __
, 65 Hanks and Brokaw 28 Dutch genre painter
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Dear Dr. Roach: I'm 85
years old, and my doctor
wants me to go for another
bone scan. I'm reluctant to go
through with the test. At my
age, I don’t think medication
will do me any good. I take cal-
cium and vitamin D. — E.C.

I do understand when
patients tell me that they don’t
want to undergo unnecessary
tests and procedures due to
their age, but some tests make
more sense than others.

The reason I would recom-
mend that you follow your doc-
tor’s advice in this case is that
the test itself is simple and
not dangerous, and because
it’s fairly likely that at age
85, you may have osteoporosis.
If you do have osteoporosis,
there is effective treatment
(both medication and not),
even at age 85, that will reduce
your likelihood of a fracture.
I have seen fractures lead to
long-term suffering too many
times.
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“Today’s George Washington’s
birthday. When you were little,
did you get invited to his party?”

Bridge

by Frank Stewart

Sound technique

Intelligence is like underwear: You
need it, but there is no reason to show
it off. You don’t have to make
spectacular plays to be regarded as a
good player. Consistently good
technique will do.

At 3NT South won the first heart
with the king; if he ducked the first
trick, the defenders might shift to
spades. South then led a club, and
East rose with his ace to return a
heart. Declarer played low, won the
next heart, led a club to dummy and
let the eight of diamonds ride, but
West took the king and cashed two
hearts. Down one.

UNSOUND

South’s technique was unsound.
South should take a diamond finesse
at Trick Two. When West wins to
continue hearts, South wins the third
heart and forces out the ace of clubs.
He wins East’s spade return, runs the
clubs and leads another diamond,
making an overtrick.

South must hope West has only one
entry. South’s play would have
worked if that entry had been the ace
of clubs. The correct play wins if
West has either diamond honor.

DAILY QUESTION

You hold: 4Q9852 Q98
O Q5 & A8 4. Your partner opens
one heart. The next player passes.

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

What do you say?

ANSWER: If you judge the hand
too strong for a raise to two hearts,
respond one spade. If partner rebids
two hearts, raise to three. If he bids
two of a minor suit, jump to three
hearts, invitational. I would respond
one spade withA9852,Q98,52,
A 8 4. With the actual hand, I
wouldn’t like the side queens and
might settle for a timid single raise.

South dealer

Both sides vulnerable

NORTH

AK73

VK7

010876

®K1095
WEST EAST
AJ104 0Q9852
9710542 9Q98
O K42 0 QS5
73 ®A84

SOUTH

MAG6

D A63

OAJI3

®QJ62
South  West  North East
INT Pass INT  AllPass

Opening lead — 7 4
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SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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THATS NOT A
ROLL! THATS A
MUFFIN!
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ALWAYS
COUNT ON
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Conceptis Sudoku
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-

bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
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§ tains the same number only once. The
“_; difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
4 é increases from Monday to Sunday.
4 ?g Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved
¢ |e[2]1]5]4]7]9]3 8
2| |5 |493]268|157]
g 2 |7/5/8]1/3/9[2/4 6]
= [9[3]2]4]8]6]7]1]5
8 ; 1/8/7|3/9/5|6/2|4
: |56/4|7/2[1|8/9]3
1 21 [2]15]6]7]4]3]8]9]
5 [¢ |846]9/113]57 2]
& [3/7/9]|8]5/2[4/6/1]



