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NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Rain check
5 Ridiculously

incongruous
11 Tree-ring indication
14 Was dressed in
15 Riot squad’s quarry
16 A Stooge
17 Projection on a

basilica
18 Tropical fruit
19 Popular ISP
20 Loud weather
23 Actor Holbrook
24 Checkers side
25 Overcast and clear,

e.g.
27 Actor Keach
29 Minor quarrel
33 Frivolity
34 Assist
36 Dunkable treat
38 T-shirt size
39 Demonstrate

animalistic weather
44 Pacino and Hirt
45 Baseball stats
46 Sri Lankan export
47 Men only
49 Long march
51 Miniature
55 City west of Venice
57 U.S. collection agcy.
59 Greek letter
60 Prolonged weather
65 Formal address
66 Jipijapa hat
67 Move along slowly
68 One of the

Gershwins

69 Had ants in the
pants

70 Scottish dance

71 Mas’ men
72 Swindles
73 Wee whirlpool

DOWN
1 Mower’s paths
2 Astaire/Rogers

classic
3 Andress or LeGuin
4 Has-__
5 “A Delicate Balance”

playwright
6 Planks
7 “__ and Lovers”
8 Cedar Breaks

location
9 Splitsville

10 Ties
11 City in the Texas

panhandle
12 Zero
13 Slippery catch
21 Solid carbon

dioxide
22 Med. lines
26 Visualizes
28 Give the boot to
30 Sheriff’s band

31 Palindromic
constellation

32 Circus structure
35 Flit
37 “The __ File”
39 Hoarse sound
40 Spanish cave with

Paleolithic art
41 Duncan and

others
42 Roofer’s gunk
43 Grand Coulee or

Hoover, e.g.
48 Firearm
50 Fate
52 Made amends
53 Made an incision
54 Profusely
56 Meat jelly
58 Acts the bookworm
61 Legally binding

pledge
62 Nursery rhyme

opener
63 Okinawa city
64 Royal address
65 Tentative

taste
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Fall NABC in Denver

Surgery decision needs consideration
Dear Dr. Roach: I am 87 and

in fairly good health, except
for some well-controlled
high blood pressure and great-
er-than-average atherosclero-
sis.

A recent catheterization
of my heart revealed a 90
percent blockage of a large
artery, requiring a stent. It
also revealed stenosis of the
aortic valve.

The opening to the artery
is only 1.3 cm, compared with
a normal opening of around
3.3-3.5 cm. The mean gradient
is 10 mm Hg.

Since getting the artery
stent, I am doing cardiac
rehab with no symptoms, and
my cardiologist said that my
heart function is normal, with
an ejection fraction of 65 per-
cent.

My cardiologist thinks it
is risky at my age to replace
the valve and thinks that with
proper lifestyle behavior, I can
keep the stenosis from wors-
ening.

My question is how dan-
gerous is the small size of
the valve opening compared
with the risk of an operation
to replace the aortic valve?
— R.P.

The decision to replace a
valve needs to take a great
deal into consideration, espe-
cially the symptoms a person
is having, how severe the ste-
nosis (narrowing) of the valve
is and the overall surgical risk
for the person.

Someone with symptoms,
severe stenosis and an oth-
erwise low risk for surgery
is the best candidate for sur-
gery.

In your case, you have no
symptoms, the narrowing of
the valve is not very severe
and your heart function is
normal.

“Severe” stenosis would be

represented by a valve area of
less than 1 or a mean gradient
of greater than 40. A normal
ejection fraction is between 50
and 75 percent.

Heart surgeons do operate
on people in their 80s, but the
mortality risk is twice what it
would be if you were 10 years
younger.

I used an online calculator,
which estimated your risk for
death or a severe complication
during surgery at 14 percent.

Given that, I agree with
your cardiologist that surgery
is not required nor recom-
mended. This decision needs
to be re-evaluated if you devel-
op symptoms, and you should
have periodic visits to check
on the valve’s anatomy.

Although there are no prov-
en medical therapies to pre-
vent the stenosis from wors-
ening, the treatments that are
appropriate for someone with
blockages in the arteries may
help with the valve disease
as well.

Good control of blood pres-
sure, especially with an ACE
inhibitor or ARB, will reduce
the likelihood of complica-
tions from aortic stenosis.

Dear Dr. Roach: My 5-year-
old grandson loves monster
trucks. A talented relative
made him a monster truck
bed with real rubber wheels.

Every time I go into his bed-
room, there is a strong smell
of rubber, even after more
than a year with the bed.

I worry about the child
sleeping and playing there,
with the odor permeating
his environment. Should I be
concerned about this strong
odor? — G.E.

Natural rubber causes
allergic reactions in some
people, but if he is having no
symptoms, the consensus of
the sources I read is that there
is likely no health impact
from the odors of natural rub-
ber.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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