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State StreetWine Cellar loses shop lease
Bangor business going out of business Saturday after 12 years at location
By Nick Mccrea
BDN Staff

BANGOR — The State Street
Wine Cellar will close its doors Sat-
urday after 12 years in business
after the building’s owners decided
not to renew the shop’s lease.

The shop’s owner, Shane Mc-
Carthy, announced suddenly on
Thursday that his store would be
closing two days later because his
landlord, the owners of Frank’s
Bake Shop & Catering, decided not
to renew his lease. McCarthy de-
clined to speak to the media.

“It has been a pleasure serving
all of you these past 12 years, and
we really appreciate your sup-
port,” McCarthy said in a Face-
book post. “We do not know what
the future may hold, but we will
keep this page active in order to let
you know our plans.”

McCarthy clarified in a later

post that he was given proper no-
tice that his lease wouldn’t be re-
newed, but decided to wait to noti-
fy the public he was closing.

Frank’s and the wine cellar
share the State Street building,
their storefronts separated by a
wall. The wine cellar’s lease ex-
pires at the end of the month.

A member of the Soucy family,
which owns the bake shop, said
Friday that they don’t have any
immediate plans for the space,
but that someone is interested in
the location. Frank’s is celebrat-
ing its 70th year in business this
year. It’s been in its current loca-
tion since 1947.

Frank’s Bake Shop ownership
declined to get into details of why
they decided not to renew the
lease, but did say there were “dif-
ferences” that contributed to the
“business decision.”

State Street Wine Cellar is offer-
ing a 20-percent-off-everything
sale until it closes Saturday night.

Follow Nick McCrea on Twitter at
@nmccrea213.
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State Street Wine Cellar announced on Facebook that it will be closing
this Saturday.

Maine
jobless
rate dips
again
By DarreN Fishell
BDN Staff

PORTLAND — Maine’s unem-
ployment rate dipped again in Feb-
ruary, continuing to approach lev-
els last hit around the turn of the
millennium.

The estimate dipped again in
February, to 3.6 percent, on a high-
er estimate of people employed
and a largely unchanged estimate
of the state’s total workforce.

Month-to-month changes in the
rate or employment estimates
don’t necessarily reflect changes
in the economy but also include
some variation because of how the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics ar-
rives at the estimate.

That involves taking household
survey information and expand-
ing those results to reflect a broad-
er group of people.

Compared with revised employ-
ment figures from one year ago,
the latest estimates indicate about
8,400 fewer people are out of work,
a drop entirely because of an esti-
mated decline in the number of
people who either are working or
looking for work.

The latest estimates reflect a de-
crease in the labor force of about
11,600 for the year, alongside a de-
crease in employment of 3,200.
Those survey-based estimates con-
flict with employment estimates
based on employer payrolls, which
put employment up about by about
5,800 jobs over the year.

Glenn Mills, chief economist for
the Maine Department of Labor’s
Center for Workforce Research
and Information, said in a previ-
ous interview that he doubts the
relatively stagnant job growth es-
timated by household survey data,
which is used to determine the
unemployment rate.

Mills told the Legislature’s rev-
enue forecasting committee in
January that the survey and pay-
roll measures tend to go in differ-
ent directions during economic
recovery periods.

Maine’s jobless rate dipped fur-
ther below the national rate of 4.9
percent for February and was
among the lowest in New England.
Maine’s rate was higher than New
Hampshire (2.7 percent) and Ver-
mont (3.4 percent) but was lower
than Massachusetts (4.5 percent),
Rhode Island (5.4 percent) and Con-
necticut (5.5 percent).

Bangormarket Bottles &Cans shutting down

By Nick Mccrea
BDN Staff

BANGOR — A downtown Ban-
gor market plans to close its doors
by the end of the month, citing
waning foot traffic and an in-
creased competition for beer and
wine sales.

Bottles & Cans opened in No-
vember 2014, hoping to serve as a
convenient community bodega,
selling groceries and beverages to
downtown residents and workers.
The model didn’t pan out, its own-
ers said during a Friday interview
at the shop.

Paul Bosse, who co-owns the
business with his partner Stefania
Marthakis, cited several issues
that contributed to the failure of
the business.

One issue was parking. Bosse
said he believes too many down-
town parking spots are occupied
by downtown employees and not
enough on-street spots are avail-
able for customers. Some cus-
tomers aren’t willing to use the
two-hour free parking in the
nearby garage, he said, even
though it’s only a short walk
from there to his shop — one
that’s not significantly longer
than the walk from a parking lot
to a grocery chain.

“If it’s not convenient, then
we’re not viable,” Bosse said. The
store also didn’t see the foot traffic
it expected from people walking
downtown streets. “Every foot
counts, every dollar counts.”

Another factor was unexpected
increased competition from larger
stores.

When Bottles & Cans opened, it
had a larger focus on grocery sales,
but the owners soon found they
were throwing away or donating a
distressing amount of food that
went unsold. So, they decided to
scale back their food offerings and
focus more on beer, wine and cider
sales.

Around the time Bottles & Cans
opened, larger grocery chains in
the area started beefing up their
offerings, adding more craft beer
and wider wine selections. Bosse
believes the convenience of having
a vast selection of food and more

alcohol options drew some people
away from shopping for those
items downtown.

“I thought we had this little
niche in the market, but it went
away right after we opened,” Bosse
said.

The shop received strong sup-
port and patronage from owners
and employees of other downtown
businesses, according to the own-
ers.

“They were our integral com-
munity,” Bosse said.

Gail Hipsky, a Stetson resident
who owns 48 Main St., said Friday

she has received several calls from
people interested in the property,
but doesn’t have a solid plan for it
yet. She said she would like to con-
tinue it as a retail space.

The storefront will become
available for lease May 1.

Also known as the Standard
Shoe Building, the storefront has
been home to many retail spaces
over the years, most recently
Frock Affair, Bella Luna and a
short-lived antiques shop.

Follow Nick McCrea on Twitter at
@nmccrea213.

Downtown store cites lack of parking, increased competition from large stores
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Bottles & Cans, a downtown market that opened its doors at 48 Main St. in November 2014, will close its
doors at the end of the month.

Netflix admits
AT&T, Verizon
video limits
reuterS

Netflix Inc. said it had been lower-
ing the quality of its video for cus-
tomers watching its service on wire-
less networks such as AT&T and Ve-
rizon Communications for more
than five years, The Wall Street Jour-
nal reported on Thursday.

The company also said that it
does not downgrade videos for T-
Mobile US Inc. and Sprint Corp.
users because they had “more con-
sumer friendly policies,” the Jour-
nal added.

In response to requests for com-
ment, Netflix said it had posted a
blog on Thursday. In the blog, it
said it had limited its video quality
for mobile viewers globally, cap-
ping them at 600 kilobits-per-sec-
ond, to protect consumers from
exceeding mobile data caps.

The dominant online video com-
pany also said that it will introduce
a data-saver feature for mobile
apps which will allow users more
control over their data usage while
streaming on mobile networks.

This feature is expected to be
available to users sometime in
May, Netflix added.

“We’re outraged to learn that
Netflix is apparently throttling
video for their AT&T customers
without their knowledge or con-
sent,” Jim Cicconi, AT&T senior
executive vice president of exter-
nal and legislative affairs wrote in
an email.

What causedMaine incomes to rise?
By DarreN Fishell
BDN Staff

PORTLAND — Maine residents
drew down a collective $1.1 billion
more in earnings last year, despite
the state’s population remaining
basically flat.

The latest figures from the
U.S. Bureau of Economic Anal-
ysis don’t necessarily mean ev-
eryone’s pockets got fatter in
2015 but instead that Maine as
a whole reaped higher collec-
tive earnings and income, par-
ticularly in the health care sec-
tor.

The state closed the year with a
third consecutive quarter of
growth in personal income, a
broader category of income that
includes earnings, government as-
sistance and dividends, interest
and rent.

Not adjusted for inflation,
Maine’s personal income rose
by about 3.2 percent in 2015.
That was the 37th fastest rate
across the states and Washing-
ton, D.C.

The increase in personal in-
come for a stagnant population
raised Maine’s personal income
per capita to $42,077, which was

lower than the national average
of $47,669.

Earnings in Maine grew more
slowly than the national average,
at about 3.1 percent compared with
4.2 percent nationally. Maine’s
earnings growth did outpace fel-
low New England states Connecti-
cut and Vermont. Across all states,
growth in earnings last year
ranged from 2.8 percent in North
Dakota, reeling from a sharp drop
in crude oil prices, and 6.5 percent
in California.

In Maine, health care and social
assistance made up $157 million of
the about $1.1 billion rise in earn-

ings; accommodation and food ser-
vices, and forestry and fishing
were the next highest, with earn-
ings up $75 million and $71 mil-
lion, respectively.

Forestry and fishing was the
state’s fastest growing sector for
earnings last year, growing
earnings at a rate of about 16
percent, ahead of the national
average of 13.5 percent. Earn-
ings from farming dropped the
sharpest of all industries, at a
rate of about 4 percent, but per-
formed much better than the na-
tional average, which fell 22 per-
cent.

Maine’s unemployment
numbers dipped further
below the national rate

of 4.9 percent for
February and were among
the lowest in New England

Bucksport mill demolition still on hold
By Bill TroTTer
BDN Staff

BUCKSPORT — After coming
to a halt earlier this month, de-
molition work at the former
Verso Paper mill has yet to re-
sume, according to a town offi-
cial.

Work on tearing down the
buildings at the defunct mill
ceased in early March after the
former demolition contractor,
DeNovo Constructors, failed to
pay subcontractors for work
they had done at the mill, which
shut down in December 2014.

Rich Rotella, Bucksport’s
community and economic devel-
opment director, said Friday
that the backhoes have not got-
ten back to work tearing down
buildings at the 250-acre water-
front property.

“As far as I know, it is because

they do not [yet] have a new con-
tractor,” Rotella said.

AIM Development, a sub-
sidiary of Montreal -based
scrap metal dealer American
Iron & Metal, has been look-
ing for the past couple of
weeks for a new general con-
tractor to take over the demo-
lition project.

AIM Development acquired
the property from Verso last
year for $58 million.

Attempts this month to con-
tact Jeff McGlin, AIM’s vice

president for development, have
been unsuccessful.

Rotella said town officials still
are optimistic that the demoli-
tion project will be completed by
the summer of 2017. The town set
a completion timeline in the de-
molition permit that it issued to
AIM last fall.

As part of the requirements of
its demolition permit, AIM has
posted two bonds totaling $4.5
million to ensure that the proj-
ect will be completed.

AIM officials have not indi-
cated what it will do with the
site once the mill is demolished,
but they have suggested they
likely will try to redevelop it, as
they are trying to do with an-
other former Verso mill in Sar-
tell, Minnesota. They have said
they will not use the site as a
permanent metal recycling facil-
ity.

Philanthropy conference
planned inNorthport

NORTHPORT — Maine Philan-
thropy Center’s 2016 Philanthropy
Partners Conference: Engaging the
Many Voices of Maine will be held
8 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 10, at
Point Lookout Resort and Confer-
ence Center, 67 Atlantic Highway.

Nearly 400 funders and nonprof-
its working across Maine are ex-
pected to attend, and will have the
opportunity to speak frankly about
shared issues and current chal-
lenges.

Through keynotes, sessions,
and networking time, attendees
will share successes and best prac-
tices, learn about new trends and
challenges, and build connections.

This year’s keynote speakers
will be: Vu Le, author of the Non-
profit with Balls blog and execu-
tive director of Rainier Valley
Corps; and Akaya Windwood,
president of Rockwood Leadership
Institute.

As part of the requirements
of its demolition permit,
AIM has posted two bonds
totaling $4.5 million to

ensure that the project will
be completed


