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Rockland plant eliminates 13 jobs

BY STEPHEN BETTS
BDN STAFF

ROCKLAND — The job cuts an-
nounced earlier this week at the
FMC plant in Rockland total 13, a
company spokeswoman said Fri-
day.

The jobs were eliminated
through a combination of layoffs
and open positions that were not
filled, according to FMC market-
ing communications manager
Lindsay Torriero. Three full-time

FMC cuts include four employee layoffs

employees and one part-time
worker lost their job, she said.

With the cuts, the workforce at
the Rockland plant is down to 107.
The company remains one of the
largest employers in Knox County
and is the largest property taxpay-
er in Rockland.

FMC’s plant on the Rockland
waterfront manufactures carra-
geenan, which is a common food

additive extracted from seaweed
and used as a thickening agent and
stabilizer in such items as whipped
cream, yogurt, ice cream, tooth-
paste and gelatin products.
Without specifying how many
jobs were being cut, the company
announced earlier this week that
the workforce reduction was nec-
essary for the plant to stay com-
petitive and adapt to evolving mar-

ket conditions.

“The carrageenan product line
produced in Rockland remains
critical to FMC. Ensuring that we
have the right structure in place
and can remain cost-competitive
will help this site and the business
thrive,” the company letter stated.

The Rockland plant has operat-
ed since 1936, when the Algin Cor-
poration opened the facility. It is
now the only carrageenan manu-
facturing plant in North America,
according to FMC’s website.

Hacker steals Bowdoin employees’ info

BY BETH BROGAN
BDN STAFF

BRUNSWICK — Bowdoin Col-
lege officials on Thursday notified
275 current and former faculty and
staff members that their Social
Security numbers, addresses and
other personal information were
accessed improperly through the
company that manages the col-
lege’s payroll tax filings.

Officials from the Maine Reve-
nue Service contacted Bowdoin on
Tuesday to say the MRS had re-
ceived a suspicious tax return that
received valid W-2 information,
Bowdoin spokesman Scott Hood
said Friday.

The data theft was discovered
one day after an employee in the
Brunswick School Department’s
administrative office responded to
what turned out to be a phishing
scam and emailed to the scammer
tax forms minus dates of birth and
Social Security numbers for about
400 school department employees.

Bowdoin’s information was ac-
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Students sit on the quad in front of Hubbard Hall at Bowdoin College in

Brunswick.

quired through a Web portal oper-
ated by Ceridian HCM Inc., a
cloud-based company that manag-
es the college’s payroll tax filings.

Late Wednesday night, college
officials received a list of employ-

ees whose information had been
compromised, and college officials
sent letters to the employees with
information about how to protect
their identities, Hood said.

“I think what happened here is

a case where someone — or some-
bodies —had valid W-2 informa-
tion and attempted to file a fraudu-
lent tax return, presumably in
order to collect any kind of re-
fund,” he said.

Hood said Ceridian computer
networks — not the college’s —
were the subject of the attack, and
no student information, including
that of student employees, was
compromised.

Bowdoin had already begun to
transition away from using the
Ceridian system, according to
Hood.

The college offered those affect-
ed two years of credit and fraud
protection at no cost to them.

“We take very seriously the pri-
vacy of employee and student data
and we're working constantly to
monitor and update our systems in
keeping with best practices, be-
cause this kind of behavior is hap-
pening in many places all the time
and what we’ve learned is you have
to really pay attention, so we’re
working on that,” Hood said.
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4G service
comes to
six towns
in County

BY JEN LYNDS
BDN STAFF

WASHBURN — Six Aroostook
County communities have access
to faster wireless communication
service now that U.S. Cellular has
added 4G LTE to an existing tower
in Washburn, company officials
announced on Monday.

The 4G upgrade will provide ac-
cess to faster Web browsing, video
streaming, and Internet access to
the towns of Washburn, Wade,
Woodland, Mapleton, Castle Hill
and Perham.

The upgrade was made Friday,
March 25.

Matt Kasper, director of sales
for U.S. Cellular in New England,
said in a written statement Mon-
day that the company has always
focused on providing the best
wireless experience for its custom-
ers in Aroostook County “through
a high-quality network with na-
tional coverage along with the lat-
est 4G LTE devices.” LTE stands
for long-term evolution.

He said that the company would
continue to invest in its network
so that phones would work wheth-
er a customer was in their “back-
yard or across the country.”

4G LTE speeds provide an en-
hanced wireless experience with
fast Web browsing, smooth video
streaming, video chatting and
high-speed downloads.

U.S. Cellular is the fifth-largest
full-service wireless carrier in the
United States, according to the
statement.

The Chicago-based carrier said
99 percent of customers nationally
have access to 4G LTE speeds.

Wall Street
off to solid
April start

BY NOEL RANDEWICH
REUTERS

Wall Street extended a seven-week
rally on Friday after upbeat U.S. jobs
and factory data hinted at stronger
corporate earnings without increas-
ing concerns of potential U.S. interest
rate hikes.

The Labor Department’s report
showed solid gains in nonfarm pay-
rolls in March while the unemploy-
ment rate rose to 5 percent from an
eight-year low of 4.9 percent as more
Americans entered the labor force.

Along with another report show-
ing the U.S. manufacturing sector re-
sumed growth in March, the employ-
ment data suggested the economy is
not growing fast enough to increase
concerns about inflation.

“It’s a very solid number overall,
but I don’t think it changes anything
as far as the Fed’s outlook,” said Jon
Adams, a senior investment strate-
gist and portfolio manager at BMO in
Chicago.

Stock gains were limited by a 1.39
percent drop in the S&P 500 energy
sector as oil prices tumbled nearly 4
percent amid increasing skepticism
about a deal to freeze crude produc-
tion.

Since mid-February, the S&P has
surged 13 percent, recovering from
deep losses thanks to a stabilization of
oil prices and reduced concerns about
a stumble in China’s economy and its
potential fallout in the United States.

Wall Street has been concerned
about tepid corporate earnings and
will keep a close eye on the quarterly
reports that start rolling in coming
weeks.

Analysts expect S&P 500 compa-
nies’ first-quarter earnings to fall 7
percent year over year, with energy
companies weighing heavily, accord-
ing to Thomson Reuters data.

“We don’t think P/E ratios are
going anywhere,” said Charlie Smith,
chief investment officer at Fort Pitt
Capital Group, adding that he be-
lieves the S&P 500 is fairly valued.
“For this year, we think it’s going to
be a tough slog.”

The Dow Jones industrial average
rose 0.61 percent to end at 17,792.75
points and the S&P 500 gained 0.63
percent to 2,072.78,

The Nasdaq Composite added 0.92
percent to 4,914.54.

For the week, the S&P climbed 1.8
percent, the Dow added 1.6 percent
and the Nasdaq jumped 3 percent.

On Friday, eight of the 10 major
S&P sectors were higher. The health-
care sector rose 1.27 percent, boosted
by Regeneron.



