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Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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Elevated blood

Dear Dr. Roach: Recent
blood tests have left me per-
plexed. My hemoglobin,
hematocrit and MCV were
slightly high. What might be
the underlying cause of these
elevations? What do hemo-
globin, hematocrit and MCV
refer to? Also, my hematocrit
and MCV levels were high on
the previous blood test, about
a year ago. Now the hemoglo-
bin seems headed in the same
direction. I am worried about
cancer. I have been healthy
for most of my life, as a non-

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

Al Capone’s favorite restaurant was usually —
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DR. KEITH ROACH

All of these are slightly
above normal in you, which
should raise the concern
of polycythemia (rubra)
vera (which literally means
“too many red blood cells”).
Polycythemia vera is a myelo-
proliferative disorder, a dis-
ease of the bone marrow, but
not a cancer. However, there
are several other possibilities,
which may need evaluation.
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tumors that can secrete a hor-
mone called erythropoietin,
which increases bone marrow
production of red blood cells,
so that should be checked.
Polycythemia vera usually
has high white blood cell and
platelet cell counts and a low
MCYV, so it is less likely in you.
Given how well you feel, and
how subtle the elevations are,
I think it’s possible that you
have no disease at all. These
levels may be normal for you.
However, get evaluated.

levels need evaluation

fort? (I have had tests to rule
out heart-related problems,
which I am aware can cause
the same sort of symptoms.)
Also, if the problem is caused
by the lower sphincter valve
in the esophagus not function-
ing correctly, how does a PPI
remedy that? — Anon.

Proton pump inhibitors
do not stop gastroesophageal
reflux, which literally means
“the backward passage of
stomach contents into the
esophagus.” By reducing
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Bridge

by Frank Stewart

Louie ha

“I'm trying to teach my kids the
value of money,” Unlucky Louie told
me, “so we played Monopoly last
night.”

“Did they learn anything?”

“I dunno,” Louie said. “This was a
new edition of Monopoly. It comes
with a government bailout option.”

When Louie was declarer at
today’s 3NT, West led a spade. Louie
won the second spade, led a diamond
to dummy and returned the nine of

s options

bids 2NT. What do you say?

ANSWER: Partner’s 2NT is a
conventional inquiry, but how you
reply depends on your methods.
Many pairs agree that opener shows a
“feature™: a side ace or king. If such
is your agreement, bid three hearts. If
partner next bids three spades, bid
four spades. You have a sound weak
two-bid, and his sequence presumably
shows game interest.
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