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Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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“No, there’s nothing scary about him
as long as he stays on his side

of the window.”
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(Answers tomorrow)
Jumbles: WOUND  GIDDY  STIGMA  CATNIP
Answer:  She threw out his old recliner and he wasn’t

going to take it — SITTING DOWN
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Patients have choice of medical providers

Dear Dr. Roach: I have a
question regarding medical
providers. In the past, when I
have made an appointment to
see my physician, I have seen
the physician. Lately when I
make an appointment to see
my physician, I am seen by a
physician assistant. The prob-
lem for me is that I have built
up a relationship with my
physician. I have no relation-
ship at all with the physician
assistant. The other problem I
am having is that I pay a lot of
money for health insurance to
be able to see my physician,
not the physician assistant.
I have told them before that
I prefer to see the physician,
but I am still seen by the phy-
sician assistant.

Am I being overly sensi-
tive on this issue, or should I
start looking for another phy-
sician? — C.J.

In my experience, physi-
cian assistants provide excel-
lent care, and I note that you

DR. KEITH ROACH

are not dissatisfied with the
quality of the care you are
receiving. Several studies
confirm that both PAs and
nurse practitioners provide a
quality of care comparable to
physicians. To me, your con-
cerns are similar to seeing
a different physician in your
physician’s group when you
want to see the provider who
knows you and with whom
you have built a relationship
(hopefully) based on trust.
There are many reasons
that a physician or other pro-
vider might not be available
on a given day, such as medi-
cal emergencies and personal
issues. The reason I am con-
cerned is that you have asked
to see your physician and
your wishes have not been
respected. It is entirely rea-
sonable for you to want to see
your own doctor. If that’s not

possible, then I would recom-
mend you find a new practice
where it is.

Dear Dr. Roach: I am an 80-
year-old woman. I have been
seeing a neurologist for block-
ages in my carotid arteries.
I have had MRIs and MRAs.
My most recent test showed
a 50 percent blockage on the
left side and a 70 percent on
the right.

The past several months, I
feel and hear a pulsing in the
left ear, especially at bedtime,
when it’s quiet. When I told
the neurologist about it, he
didn’t seem to be concerned.
I saw an ENT, and he gave me
no reason for the pulsating.
It’s very bothersome. I have
no pain or headaches. Can you
tell me what causes this, and
what I can do? — VS.

A pulsing noise in the ear is
called pulsatile tinnitus, and
always deserves an evalua-
tion, since it often represents

The Daily Crossword cuited by Wayne Robert Williams

an abnormality of the blood
vessels of the head and neck.
These include arteriovenous
shunts (abnormal connections
directly between an artery
and vein), vascular tumors
near the ear and blockages in
the arteries.

Since you have had what
sounds like a pretty extensive
evaluation (both the magnetic
resonance scan and its related
test, a magnetic resonance
angiogram, are very sensi-
tive) and have a known cause
(a blockage in the carotid), I
think it’s very likely that the
blockage in the left carotid
artery is causing the noise and
sensation. It isn’t the degree
of stenosis — the narrowing
of the artery — but where the
blockage is that makes it more
likely to be noticed.

Sometimes knowing
what the cause is can make
the noise bearable. In other
people, “masking” the tinni-
tus with other noises is effec-
tive.
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Bridge

by Frank
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Wednesday, April 13. It was warm
in Los Angeles. We were working the
daywatch out of Bunco. My partner’s
Bill Gannon. He’s a good player. My
name’s Friday.

We got a call about a scam at a club
in Ventura. We checked it out. The
suspect was still playing. One of his
opponents spoke with us.

“It was terrible, officer.”

“Just the facts, ma’am.”

“West led the three of spades
against my partner’s 3NT. East took
the ace and returned the six. An
honest West would have won and led
a third spade. South would know
West had two good spades and a
probable entry, and to force out the
ace of hearts was risky. So South
might have judged to attack the
diamonds.”

COMMUNICATION

“But on the second spade, West
played the seven! Now my partner
thought West had only four spades
and had kept a link with East. So
South led a heart, and West won and
took three spades. He’s a con artist!”

We arrested West on a charge of
deceptive practice. The judge said he
wished he defended as well.

DAILY QUESTION

You hold: 4 QIS5 O 104
O AKJ74 Q8 3. Your partner
opens one heart, you bid two

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

Stewart

eceptive practice

diamonds and he rebids two hearts.
What do you say?

ANSWER: Partner may have only
a five-card suit, hence you mustn’t
raise the hearts. To leap to 3NT might
work, but he could hold a six-card
heart suit or weakness in clubs. Bid
two spades. If partner next bids 2NT
or three clubs, try 3NT. If he bids
three diamonds, bid three hearts to
show a tolerance for that suit.

South dealer
Both sides vulnerable

NORTH

A1084

QKQJ7

$1096

®AK]J
WEST EAST
AK9732 MAG6
QA65 29832
0532 0Q8
%97 $®106542

SOUTH

AQJ5

2104

OAKJ74

®(Q83
South  West  North  East
10 Pass 19 Pass
INT Pass 3NT  AllPass
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