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Double
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FOUR RACK TOTAL
TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2- to 7-letter word from the lefters in each row. Add
points of each word, using scoring directions at right. Finally, 7-letter words get 50-
point bonus. "Blanks" used as any letter have no point value. All the words

For more information on tournaments and clubs, email NASPA - North ARSTESH SSKAWBLE
Players Association info@scrabbleplayers.org. Visit our website - www.
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BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall
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HONEY, MY STOMACH 1S
GROWLING FOR DINNER
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

IT'LL FOOL YOUR STOMACH AND
KEEP IT OFF YOUR MIND Tl.l./
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OH, LIKE MY STOMACH WOULD
EVER FALL FOR SOMETHIN
LIKE THAT
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“IPIDNT GET THAT ‘BLONDE’ JOKE.

T’M GONNA ASK MOM TO EXPLAIN IT TOME.”

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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Check out the new, free JUST JUMBLE app
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I'll take that
license plate.
NS

HERE COMES THE
MOMMY BIRD.
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THE BABY BIRDS
ARE FIGHTING
OVER THE FOOD.
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N suggested by the above cartoon. a'%
14 000000R0000
here: N N AN A A AN S NANMN AN/ %
(Answers tomorrow) 3 {‘» \} ) W H

. Jumbles: WHARF  PRONG ADJUST PULSAR UL T | 3
Yesterday's Answer:  The atmospheres of Venus and Earth are — ’E?;V e / " o m f“]mu T |‘I i%lll‘ g

WORLDS APART

WE PICK UP RIGHT
WHERE WE LEAVE

Wash hands well after cleaning litter box

Dear Dr. Roach: About
two months ago, we decided to
keep an 8-week-old kitten born
from a stray in our garage.
Shortly after this, my hus-
band and I started suffering
muscle aches and pains at the
same time, with sensitive skin
and sharp pain. I fear that we
have been invaded by toxo-
plasmosis from the litter box.
I clean it daily and change the
litter once a week, and wash
the box with bleach. There
have been no other changes in
our lives, and no travel.

Do only pregnant women
have to be concerned about
getting this, and is there a
cure? My doctor says there is
no treatment. — H.S.

Toxoplasmosis gondii is a
parasitic infection spread by
cats (usually kittens, who may
be infectious for about three
weeks in their lifetimes). The
infection is spread by oocysts
in cat feces, which if ingested
lead to infection. Meticulous

DR. KEITH ROACH

hand-washing after chang-
ing the cat litter dramati-
cally reduces risk. Cleaning
your cat’s litter box daily also
reduces risk, since the oocysts
need one to five days after
excretion to become infec-
tious. Keeping the cat indoors
reduces risk of acquiring dis-
ease. Pregnant women prob-
ably should not change cat
litter, although it certainly is
possible to get toxoplasmosis
other ways, such as garden-
ing (from contaminated soil)
and consuming raw or under-
cooked meat (from infected
animals). Toxoplasmosis
can spread from a pregnant
woman to her developing
baby.

In people with normal
immune systems, the infec-
tion is usually mild: 80 per-
cent to 90 percent of people
have no symptoms, and in 10

percent to 20 percent, symp-
toms usually are enlarged
lymph nodes, especially in
the neck. Some people have
other symptoms, including
fever, rash, headache and
muscle aches. In people with
immune system disease, the
oocysts can infect and invade
the brain. This is extremely
rare in people with normal
immune systems.

I would recommend that
you discuss blood testing with
your physician. Although
I don’t think it’s likely you
acquired toxoplasmosis, it’s
possible you have something
else that needs evaluation.

Dear Dr. Roach: Among
individuals who die from
heart attacks in their sleep, is
there any statistical evidence
that more of them were sleep-
ing on their left or right side?
—RA.J

Surprisingly (to me, at
least), there is: Sleeping on

The Daily Crossword cuited by Wayne Robert Williams

the left side is more associ-
ated with risk of heart attack.
Another study showed that
sleeping on the right side
showed more vagal stimula-
tion, which is associated with
healthy hearts. Thus, it seems
to be the nerve supply to the
heart that is more favorable
when sleeping on the right
side. Sleeping position also
has an effect on breathing,
with people sleeping on either
side being less likely to stop
breathing from obstructive
sleep apnea than people who
sleep on their backs. This is a
mechanical issue.

Several authors have rec-
ommended that people with
severe heart disease, both
from congestive heart failure
and from coronary artery dis-
ease, sleep on the right side.

The type of study done
does not allow me to give an
estimate of how important
sleep position may be; howev-
er, I doubt that it has a major
effect.
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1 Director Bunuel

3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 |11 |12

5 Roof-rack tote
9 Angry frown
14 Anglo-Saxon slave

15

15 Soprano Felicity
16 Toshiba rival

19

17 At home in your
skin

20 Singer’s syllable

21 Greek markets

22 Hissy fit

23 Change the decor

25 Puts up with

20

27

27 Turner and Brown 32

29 _ Leone

32 Actor Guinness
33 Scottish seaport
34 Stephen of “Michael

37

Collins”
37 San Francisco
landmark
40 Make lace
41 Eye maliciously
42 Opera set in Egypt

45

43 Frightens

44 Passenger “
vessel

45 New York City 57
district

48 Sword handle 60

49 City south of
Moscow 83

50 Texas oranges

54 GE acquisition in
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THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane
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“Daddy, if you want to take a break,
I'd be willing to interrupt you

right now.”

Bridge

by Frank Stewart

Overberried

Today’s South was Joe Overberry,
who has the delightful habit of going
down in ice-cold contracts by trying
for overtricks. Joe drives his partners
to drink, but defenders often take
advantage by luring Joe to his doom
with an overtrick as bait.

In a penny game, Joe was declarer
at four hearts, and West led the K-A
and a third spade. Joe ruffed and saw
a possible overtrick. He led the ten of
trumps to dummy’s jack and returned
the ten of clubs to finesse. If East had
the queen, Joe could take the rest.

SECOND CLUB

And Joe’s finesse worked: West
played low smoothly. Joe then led a
second club to his jack, but West
pounced with the queen and led a
third club. East ruffed for down one.

After the ten of clubs won, Joe
could have drawn trumps and
claimed 10 tricks. His play might
have been correct at matchpoint
duplicate, where overtricks at normal
contracts are significant, but at IMPs
or Chicago — no matter what Joe
thinks — to assure the contract is the
best strategy.

DAILY QUESTION

You hold: #4J9 © AKQ103
O AK & AKIJS. With your side
vulnerable, the dealer, at your right,
opens three spades. You double, and

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker

your partner bids four diamonds. The
opponents pass. What do you say?
ANSWER: You probably say,
“Drat those preempts, anyway.”
Your opponent has made it
impossible for you to investigate for
the best contract. Bid four hearts. You
may miss a better game or a slam, but
you really have no option at this

point.
South dealer
N-S vulnerable
NORTH
A852
@2J9
0QJ853
1093
WEST EAST
AMAK104 AQ763
28652 Q074
Q9 0107642
*Q864 72
SOUTH
AJ9
QAKQ103
O AK
®AKJS
South  West  North  East
2% Pass 20 Pass
20Q Pass 30 Pass
4% Pass 40 All Pass

Opening lead — A K
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SOMEONE FELL OFF
THE CLIFF YESTERDAY

IT KEEPS
HAPPENING
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NOW IF

www.snuffysmithcomics.com

I COULD ONLY
GIT OL’ BULLET
TO_DO THAT !
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Sudoku
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is a number-placing puzzle based

on a 9x9 grid with several given num-

bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-

1986 Visit: ADailyCrossword.com
57 \é}/rir;ttlsgalnst 62 Rend 65 Capital on a fjord the Euphrates
60 Short-lived craze 68 Pico de I:)10 VI\:,{':maining or % \?/:gglc})/nvglth
61 Partofalatintio 64 Actress Garr departed 31 Best and O'Brien
Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved 2 Friendly lead-in 33 Continue your
3 Sincerely fantasy
P(C 4 Choice: abbr. 34 Monkeypods
L|O 5 lIrish seaport 35 “Das Lied
YIR 6 “Mikado” vonder _”
character 36 Beyond sight
.D 7 Cicero’s road 38 Ms. Macpherson
BIE 8 Pericles’ portico 39 Frozen fall
ElL 9 NNW opposite 43 Totally wrong
10 Ornamental tree 44 Bart’s sister
EfI with pods 45 Vanished union
11 In an upright boss
FLA ALLID position 46 “Over the Rainbow”
MI[R| 1| 12 “A Generation of composer
B|O|E Vipers” writer 47 Author of “Still Me”
ulNIN] 13 Propels skyward 48 “Batman Theme”
18 Young men composer
S S. 19 Closest 51 Color-man’s
H|lO|C| 24 Apiece comment
EIUIR 26 Make beer 52 Wistful words
27 Wiliam Howard or 53 Transmission part
S|T|Y Robert 55 Fossil fuel
4-13 28 Pieces of pelvises 56 Bushy hairdo
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