
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 French avant-garde

artist
4 Quickly!

10 Autocrat until 1917
14 “The Matrix” hero
15 Shrink back
16 Trompe l’__
17 __ Darya River
18 Belgian seaport
19 Commies
20 Start of a quote

by Arthur
Schopenhauer

23 Pizza box?
24 Classified items
25 Serving no useful

purpose
28 Surgical cutter
30 Crescent
31 Pot-au-__
32 Spanish hero
33 Liberal or martial

follower
35 A ways off
36 Part 2 of quote
39 Capitol feature
42 Deuterium

discoverer
43 Gantry or Fudd
47 Friend of Pierre
48 “Don’t Bring Me

Down” grp.
49 Deep secrets
50 Long-time Dolphin

QB
52 Maj. Barbara

creator’s inits.
54 Contents abbr.
55 End of quote
58 Big mil. brass

60 Metrical
unit

61 Witty remark

62 Mahler’s “Das Lied
von der __”

63 Kelly the clown
64 Late starter?
65 Cordelia’s king
66 “Return of the

Secaucus 7” director
67 Decade count

DOWN
1 Nobelist France
2 Dismissal from office
3 “The Human Voice”

composer
4 B.C. or P.E.I.
5 Usher after the

intermission
6 Group of eight
7 Yuletides
8 Ex-Yankee Martinez
9 Ancient Icelandic

tongue
10 Japanese gateway
11 Shouts “Bon

voyage!” perhaps
12 Assist
13 “Kidnapped”

author’s initials
21 Fan the flames

22 & more
26 Salton or Dead
27 Continental abbr.
29 Old English letter
30 ABA member
33 Bushy hairstyle
34 Actress Charlotte
35 Org. of trade unions
37 Funeral tributes
38 Poetic contraction
39 Waterway barrier
40 Tumor: suff.
41 Satellite of Uranus
44 Emancipate
45 Completely

surround
46 Foods company, __

Purina
48 Bigger pic
49 Perspicacious
51 More sick
52 Covered in jewels
53 Biblical tower
56 Hindu deity
57 Mach 2 breakers
58 Salon goo
59 Poetic before
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

An ax to grind

Facts on ‘triple-negative’ breast cancer
Dear Dr. Roach: One of

my relatives has been diag-
nosed with stage 2 or 3 triple-
negative breast cancer. Her
death sentence is chemother-
apy every two weeks for eight
weeks, and then every week
for 20 weeks! Isn’t there thera-
py safer than this? — R.I.

Before I answer your ques-
tion about chemotherapy
risks, let me explain what is
meant by “triple-negative”
breast cancer. Breast cancer
cells often have receptors on
their surface, which regulate
growth in normal breast cells.
Three of these are estrogen
receptor, progesterone recep-
tor and human epidermal
growth factor receptor 2. If
they don’t express these in
high numbers, they are called
“triple negative.” These kinds
tend to behave more aggres-
sively than other cancers.

Any diagnosis of breast
cancer must be taken seri-
ously. It must be evaluated,

ideally by an expert team
including an oncologist,
breast surgeon, pathologist
and radiation oncologist, in
order to decide the optimal
treatment. What often is done
in triple-negative breast can-
cer is chemotherapy followed
by surgery, but sometimes the
surgery comes first, followed
by chemotherapy.

Yes, chemotherapy can be
difficult, but an oncologist
chooses a chemotherapy regi-
men that is designed to best
treat the cancer while mini-
mizing toxicity. It is unfair to
call a chemotherapy regimen
a “death sentence.” There may
certainly be safer therapies,
but neither you nor I have
enough information to evalu-
ate her regimen. Regimens
using weekly chemotherapy
are well-tolerated and improve
the chances for a cure.

Dear Dr. Roach: I am tak-
ing Eliquis and need to know
what are some safe herbs and
herbal teas. I have problems
with anxiety. I was looking on
the Internet and found a site
that says chamomile tea, gar-
lic and ginger are not safe to
take with Eliquis. Can you tell
me where to find information
about what herbal products
and teas are safe to take with
Eliquis? — D.C.

I wish I could give you an
easy answer, but I can’t give
you a way of reliably getting
information about drug-drug,
drug-food and drug-supple-
ment interactions that is both
accurate and easily under-
standable. It took me close
to an hour of searching and
reading sites available to the
public as well as those avail-
able to a physician with the
resources of a major research
institution to feel like I could
begin to answer your question
on apixaban (Eliquis).

For example, chamomile
contains compounds that
have anticoagulant proper-
ties, and a case report in 2006
from Montreal showed that
a person using chamomile
lotion and drinking chamo-
mile tea while taking warfa-
rin had a life-threatening case
of internal bleeding due to the
interaction. This is why you
were cautioned against cham-
omile with Eliquis. Similarly,
many supplements, including
turmeric, garlic, ginger and
green tea, have antiplatelet
effects, which can act syner-
gistically with the effect of
Eliquis on clotting factors to
increase bleeding risk. It is
hard to estimate the magni-
tude of this risk.

Although a grapefruit or a
glass of grapefruit juice prob-
ably is safe, large amounts of
grapefruit juice may increase
toxicity of Eliquis.

Your best sources of infor-
mation are your Eliquis pre-
scriber and your pharmacist.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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