
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Knack
6 Despoil
9 Pulls from a jug

14 Loose-skinned
citrus fruit

16 “The Man Who __
There”

17 Accidental meeting
19 Mad. Ave. offerings
20 Resistance unit
21 Narrow inlet
22 Andre of tennis
26 Tic-tac-toe win
27 Prehistoric tomb
28 Divert
30 Forbidden City
31 Curved molding
32 Way in: abbr.
33 Orch. section
34 Launch figures
40 NYC subway line
41 Ms. Zadora
42 Irish county
43 City south of

Gainesville
46 Seaside tools
48 Songwriter J. J.
49 Caps ending?
50 Old Madrid money
51 Benz back end?
52 Brit. quartermaster
53 Take one’s pick
54 Money-owed

department
61 Archibald and

Thurmond
62 Protective helmet

63 Laugh derisively
64 Nocturnal bird
65 Tape over

DOWN
1 Fair competition

watchdog agcy.
2 Well, __-di-dah!
3 Literary miscellany
4 Car’s elec. switch
5 Change players
6 __ van der Rohe
7 Landers or Sothern
8 Prepare leftovers
9 Crawled, in a way

10 Ashen
11 Croatian peninsula
12 Granitelike rock
13 Horizontal layers
15 Steer elsewhere
18 Exclamation of

surprise
22 Dating from
23 Caron movie
24 City in Yemen
25 Within view
26 Increase eightfold
27 Colors vivid in hue
29 “Wheel of Fortune”

purchase

30 Inc. in Islington
33 Old-fashioned desk

item
35 “Little Women”

auth.
36 Long or Peeples
37 “Finnegan’s __”
38 Kremlin refusal
39 Homer-hitter

Sammy
43 Indian and Pacific
44 High-kicking dance
45 Tisiphone’s cohort
46 Thread-spinner
47 Key in again
49 Seaman’s org.
52 Reddish brown
53 Australian gem
55 Above to the Bard
56 Use a Singer
57 Michael Jordan’s

sobriquet
58 Actress Arthur
59 Post-season

baseball
60 Large shoe width
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

Habitual offenders

Pancreatitis and enzyme replacement
Dear Dr. Roach: I lost

weight, and had terrible
symptoms. My gastroenter-
ologist gave me several tests
but couldn’t seem to make a
diagnosis. Long story short,
it was chronic pancreatitis,
which my mom also has.
There seems to be a lot of
ignorance about it. I looked
up my symptoms online and
asked my primary-care physi-
cian to prescribe Creon, which
saved my life. I have contacted
the office of my gastroenter-
ologist to let her know that
my pancreas had atrophied
and that I was in the process
of dying while under her care.
She never returned my call.
— L.M.S.

Because of where I trained,
the vast majority of the chron-
ic pancreatitis I have seen was
due to chronic alcohol abuse,
but there are other causes.
There is a hereditary form,
which usually appears before
the age of 20. Any condition

that blocks the pancreatic
ducts can lead to chronic pan-
creatitis. Cystic fibrosis com-
monly causes chronic pancre-
atitis, as do lupus, hyperpara-
thyroidism and very elevated
triglycerides.

Symptoms of pancreati-
tis include abdominal pain,
weight loss, diarrhea and
steatorrhea. (“Steat” means
“fat,” so steatorrhea is fatty
diarrhea.) The pancreas’
major job is to make diges-
tive enzymes; in chronic pan-
creatitis, the pancreas cannot
make adequate enzymes, espe-
cially lipase, which is neces-
sary to break down fat. The
fat then is passed undigested
through the body. Sometimes
fat-soluble vitamins are lost
as well. The diagnosis is sup-
ported by CT or special MRI
scan. Elevated fat can be mea-
sured in the stool. However, it

can be hard to be certain of
the diagnosis early on.

First-line treatment
includes alcohol abstinence,
not smoking and making
dietary changes, along with
replacement of pancreatic
enzymes. Creon is one brand
name for pancreatic enzyme
replacement. For people who
don’t respond, there are other
options, including surgery.
Since pancreatic cancer can
look like chronic pancreatitis,
it’s important to look for this
carefully.

Dear Dr. Roach: I recently
saw on the evening news that
some over-the-counter medi-
cations have been highly cor-
related with dementia. I have
allergies and have been taking
Allegra for several years now.
I called my allergy specialist
and was told that they haven’t
heard anything about it. Do
you have any information? I
was thinking maybe I should
cut back. — J.L.

I think you might be refer-
ring to a recent study on anti-
cholinergic drugs, which sug-
gested that some older anti-
histamines, including diphen-
hydramine (Benadryl), might
be associated with dementia
risk. This is a similar study
to previous studies on ben-
zodiazepines (like Valium
or Ativan) and proton pump
inhibitors (like Prilosec),
which also are associated
with dementia risk. It’s pos-
sible that taking these drugs
long term really does increase
risk of dementia. However,
it’s also possible that people
with early dementia are more
likely to have health issues
treated with these commonly
used drugs. The studies sup-
port either hypothesis.

In this instance, fexofena-
dine (Allegra) is considered a
safer alternative to the older
drugs. I think you should take
it when you need to, which for
many people is during certain
seasons.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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