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Dollar General revives Thomaston plan

BY STEPHEN BETTS
BDN STAFF

THOMASTON — Dollar Gener-
al has not surrendered its attempt
to build a store along Route 1 in
this Midcoast town.

The Thomaston Planning Board
has scheduled a meeting for 6 p.m.
Tuesday at Watts Hall to review
the application by Franklin Land
Associates LLC of Brentwood,
Tennessee for the retail store.

However, the town’s code en-
forcement officer, William Was-
son, said Thursday he does not be-
lieve the layout of the proposed
9,100-square-foot store meets the
town standards. One of the major
reasons is because the building is
situated perpendicular to Route 1,
the code officer said.

The town requirements for the
Thomaston Green design guide-
lines requires retail stores to be
parallel to Route 1 with landscap-
ing in front and parking in the
rear. In addition, the entrance
needs to be from a side street and

not from Route 1, as Dollar Gener-
al proposes, he said.

In February, the planning
board rejected Dollar General’s
original proposal, saying the proj-
ect failed to meet local zoning
standards. The planning board
meeting attracted about 60 resi-
dents, many of whom were con-
cerned about the design of the
project not fitting in with the vi-
sion the community had for devel-
opment in the area.

The aim of the Thomaston
Green design guidelines is to make
buildings look as though they be-
long in a New England village
green and complement develop-
ment in the abutting residential
districts.

“Franchise architecture, which
is designed to be identified with a
specific commercial chain store or
restaurant, is not appropriate,”
the town ordinance states.

Wasson said Thursday the new
design offered by Dollar General is
New England style.

The project is on a 2.6-acre par-
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A Dollar General store in Chicago, lllinois, recently.

cel, next to where the Strong Agen-
cy insurance building is located,
owned by Jlinn LLC, which in-
cludes John Miller of Thomaston.

Thomaston Green includes the
area where the former Maine State
Prison was located. The property
runs along Route 1 and overlooks
the St. George River. The prison
closed in 2002, and the buildings

were demolished.

The town has tried to encourage
developers to build homes on the
site, but the Great Recession that
struck in 2008 dampened interest.

Dollar General has more than
12,000 stores in 43 states, according
to the company’s website. Its 12
stores in Maine are concentrated
in central and southern Maine.

A compromise could let you ditch your cable box

BY BRIAN FUNG
THE WASHINGTON POST

For weeks, cable providers such
as Comcast have been resisting a
federal proposal that would force
them to make their channels avail-
able to anybody who wanted to de-
sign new user interfaces for them.
Instead of browsing the channel
lineup through cable-provided
menus and devices, consumers
should have access to a greater
variety of choices, argue the regu-
lators who proposed the move.

Now the industry has come out
with a counterproposal that it

hopes will keep away the toughest
of the regulations proposed by the
Federal Communications Com-
mission. In meetings with top
agency officials this week, represen-
tatives from Comcast, AT&T and a
slew of industry organizations of-
fered a compromise. The deal would
allow consumers to get rid of their
set-top boxes altogether, saving the
roughly $230 a year on average that
households pay for the box.
Through an app designed by
your cable company, you would be
able to search and view all kinds of
content not limited to your regular
cable lineup; instead, you would

also be able to access Netflix-style
streaming video content right
from the same app. Consumer ad-
vocates say this form of integrated
search that unifies cable and
streaming programming benefits
consumers.

The app would be designed
using open HTML5 standards,
meaning that start-ups and busi-
nesses that sell smart TVs or other
hardware could begin supporting
the app without having to jump
through hoops trying to meld with
proprietary cable technology. But
the user interface would have the
same look and feel of the cable

providers’ own channel lineups
and menus.

“This approach would provide
significant benefits to consum-
ers,” the industry officials argued
to three of the FCC’s commission-
ers this week in a regulatory filing
shown to The Washington Post.

The cable industry’s proposal also
includes intellectual property safe-
guards built in to prevent piracy —
one of the primary objections the
industry had to the FCC’s proposed
rules. Every cable and satellite com-
pany with over 1 million subscribers
would have to offer such an app, if
the idea is approved.
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US, Canada

locked
in lumber

dispute

BY DAVID LJUNGGREN
REUTERS

OTTAWA — Talks between the
United States and Canada on a
long-running dispute over soft-
wood lumber exports have bogged
down amid “significant differenc-
es,” the two nations said on Fri-
day, potentially paving the way for
a fresh round of lawsuits.

U.S. producers complain that
Canadian lumber is subsidized,
and have in the past launched
trade challenges that resulted in
the United States imposing billion
of dollars in tariffs.

The most recent round of argu-
ments ended with a 2006 deal that
expired in October 2015. Both sides
agreed to take no action for a year
after that, but without a new trea-
ty, U.S. firms have made clear they
will file new damage claims.

In March, President Barack
Obama and Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau asked officials to work
out possible solutions and report
back within 100 days. That dead-
line runs out on June 18.

“Significant differences remain
between us,” said U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative Michael Froman and
Canadian Trade Minister Chrystia
Freeland in a joint statement.

“The United States and Canada
have made significant advances in
exploring the key issues and pri-
orities ...(and) are committed to
continuing negotiations.”

Reuters reported on June 10
that the talks were making little
progress. Canadian officials say
one challenge is that domestic pro-
ducers are split over the best strat-
egy.

Major Canadian lumber firms
include Canfor Corp., West Fraser
Timber Co., Interfor Corp. and
Resolute Forest Products Inc.

Wall St. ends
on down note
as Apple falls

BY LEWIS KRAUSKOPF
REUTERS

Wall Street ended lower on Fri-
day as Apple dragged down major
indexes and investors girded for
Britain’s vote next week on its
European Union membership.

For the week, the three indexes
each posted declines of at least 1
percent, with the Nasdaq falling
nearly 2 percent.

The possibility that Britain will
vote to leave the EU on June 23 has
been rattling global markets. U.S.
stock markets could see heavy
trading and increased volatility as
investors position for next week’s
referendum.

“I don’t think we’re going to es-
cape this until Thursday,” said
Jim Paulsen, chief investment
strategist at Wells Capital Manage-
ment in Minneapolis. “We’re just
going to be tied to those anxieties
going up or down between now
and the Thursday vote.”

The Dow Jones industrial aver-
age fell 57.94 points, or 0.33 per-
cent, to 17,675.16, and the S&P 500
lost 6.77 points, or 0.33 percent, to
2,071.22.

The tech-heavy Nasdaq Com-
posite dropped 44.58 points, or 0.92
percent, to 4,800.34.

Apple shares fell 2.3 percent.
Apple said its iPhone 6 and 6 Plus
were still available for sale in
China after Beijing’s intellectual
property regulators barred sales,
saying the designs had infringed a
Chinese company’s patent.

“There seems to be this perpetual
stream of Kkind of quasi-negative
news surrounding some of the real-
ly big market cap stocks, like Apple
particularly, and anytime you have
got Apple misbehaving that tends to
put a damper on the averages,” said
Chuck Carlson, chief executive offi-
cer at Horizon Investment Services
in Hammond, Indiana.

Fears over Brexit undercut the
S&P 500’s momentum after the
benchmark index came within
about 12 points of its record clos-
ing high last week. On Thursday,
Wall Street had snapped a five-
session streak of declines.

“Risk appetite has declined be-
cause of the Brexit vote,” said Jer-
emy Zirin, head of investment
strategy at UBS Wealth Manage-
ment Americas in New York.

On Friday, five of the 10 S&P
sectors ended lower. Energy
shares were the best-performing
group, gaining 0.8 percent, as oil
prices jumped.



