
Answer below

NON SEQUITUR by Wiley

BLONDIE by Dean Young and John Marshall

HI & LOIS by Chance Browne

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE by Chris Browne

SNUFFY SMITH by Fred Lasswell
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ACROSS
1 Experimental place
4 Tripoli’s country
9 Mature insect

14 Brouhaha
15 Cupid’s weapon
16 Bellini opera
17 Typing unit
19 Mollycoddler
20 “The Neverending

Story” author
Michael

21 Canvases?
22 Moran and Gray
23 Reddish rash
26 Business VIP
27 Dawdler
30 Bunny move
33 Returned calls?
36 Outdoes
38 Pound sound
39 Garden sphere
40 Alibi __ (excuse

makers)
41 Hands and knees
44 Specific point in

time
46 Bonaparte’s

marshal
47 All-righty
49 Dimensions
51 Pasta alternative
55 Sleep: pref.
57 You, to Yves
59 Russian river
60 Finished napping
61 Tarzan
64 Fake-out moves
65 Picture in picture
66 Louvre Pyramid

designer

67 Passive
68 Prenatal
69 SASE, e.g.

DOWN
1 L.A. pro
2 Gland: pref.
3 Stephen and Billy
4 Long.’s counterpart
5 Sale-tag abbr.
6 Former NBC

anchor
7 Lennon’s Ono
8 Inspires reverence
9 File clerk

10 Sculptor Henry
11 Vegetable with a

heart
12 Fed. agents
13 Dinghy devices
18 Shouts “Bon

voyage!” perhaps
24 Bullring cheer
25 __ Alamos
26 __ out a living

(scrape by)
28 Rhyming verse
29 Egg cells
31 Broad-minded
32 Ahem alternative
33 McGregor of

“Moulin Rouge”
34 Musical Porter

35 Wow!
37 Breather
39 Med or school

lead-in
42 Runniest and

squishiest
43 Maui music

maker
44 Pronoun for Miss

Piggy
45 Positive hand

signals
48 Most Saharan
50 Old cartoonist’s

assistant
52 Figurative use of a

word
53 Abducted
54 Derived from oil
55 Persian poet of

“Garden of Roses”
56 Tudor dynasty

founder
57 Wage-slave’s refrain
58 Caen’s river
62 Vote of

endorsement
63 Letters on Cardinal

caps
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Bridge
by Frank Stewart

High-level misplay

Celebrex linked to risk of heart disease
Dear Dr. Roach: I am a 63-

year-old overweight woman
with low cholesterol, normal-
range blood pressure and a
healthy heart. I don’t smoke
or drink alcohol, and other
than my excess weight, I am
a healthy person and see my
doctor regularly for check-
ups.

My health issue is painful
degenerative osteoarthritis
in my knees, hips, spine and
hands. I’ve avoided taking any
painkillers, and have been
able to deal with the joint pain
for several years. But lately
the pain and stiffness have
gotten worse. I am not a good
candidate for joint-replace-
ment surgery at this time due
to being overweight. This I
am trying to remedy with diet
and light exercise on a station-
ary bicycle. I know that I need
to keep my joints moving, but
walking is very difficult, and I
need a cane to ambulate, even
across a room.

My doctor has recently pre-

scribed Celebrex 200 mg for
my arthritis, but I am wor-
ried about what I have read
regarding the risks of tak-
ing NSAIDs like Celebrex,
Aleve or Motrin, due to pos-
sible heart damage or stroke.
I have no stomach problems
or ulcers, and Celebrex does
not irritate my stomach in
any way. I don’t take any other
medications because I am oth-
erwise very healthy.

How dangerous is Celebrex,
if I have to take it daily for
years? It does relieve my joint
pain a bit, but not enough to
risk having a heart attack or
stroke. And on especially pain-
ful days I would like to increase
my dosage of Celebrex, but
my doctor doesn’t advise tak-
ing more than 200 mg daily,
which leads me to fear that
Celebrex may be dangerous.
Can you recommend any

other less-risky medication
for treatment of arthritis and
joint pain? — Anon.

Celebrex probably does
increase risk of heart disease,
just like the other anti-inflam-
matory medicines you men-
tion. The absolute increase
in risk depends on how high
your risk is to begin with.
For the general population,
it’s estimated that 3 people per
1,000 people taking Celebrex
for a year will have a heart
attack or stroke, and one of
those will be fatal. However,
you have a low risk, roughly
2 percent of having a heart
attack in 10 years, and cele-
coxib would be expected to
raise your risk about 37 per-
cent above that, so about 2.7
percent in 10 years. In other
words, there is less than a one
in a thousand chance that cele-
coxib will cause a heart attack
in someone like you. You have
to balance the benefit you get
against that increase in risk.

Among other effective
therapies for arthritis, exer-
cise improves symptoms
while reducing heart disease
risk, which is why I always
recommend it as first-line
treatment, and I recognize
you are doing what you can
to exercise. Acetaminophen
(Tylenol) is considered quite
safe, and if taken at reason-
able doses is very unlikely to
cause problems. In rare cases,
it can cause liver or kidney
problems. Turmeric may have
benefits, but neither its effi-
cacy nor its toxicity is well
studied.

The arthritis booklet dis-
cusses rheumatoid arthri-
tis, osteoarthritis and lupus.
Readers can order a copy by
writing: Dr. Roach Book No.
301, 628 Virginia Dr., Orlando,
FL 32803. Enclose a check or
money order (no cash) for
$4.75 U.S./$6 Can. with the
recipient’s printed name and
address. Please allow four
weeks for delivery.

DENNIS THE MENACE by Hank Ketcham

THE FAMILY CIRCUS by Bil Keane

BEETLE BAILEY by Mort Walker
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based
on a 9x9 grid with several given num-
bers. The object is to place the numbers
1 to 9 in the empty squares so that each
row, each column and each 3x3 box con-
tains the same number only once. The
difficulty level of the Conceptis Sudoku
increases from Monday to Sunday.
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DR. KEITH ROACH
TO YOUR GOOD HEALTH
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